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AL HERE is no "Fallicy 
. SE more dangerous, or by 
which common Under- 
ſtandings are more apt 
to be impoſed on, than 
that which the Logicians 
call, A Difto ſecundum 
uid ad 2 . mfliciter: (i. e.) When from 
a Propoſition of acknowledged Truth in a re- 
I frrain'd Senfe, a general and unlimited Con- 
I clufion is inferr d. For in every ſuch Argu- 
| , it cannot be denied, that there is 
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5 . in the Premiſſes, and yet when we at⸗ 
tend to the Concluſion, we find That contra- 
dicted? by another Propoſition of undoubted 
Truth; Neither is it poſſible for us to diſ- 


ingage dür ſclyes from- this perplexity, but 


by aſſigning to each Propoſition ſuch Reſtri- 
ctions as reconcile them to one another. Now, 
in Queſtions where much Abſtraction is to 
be uſed, the far greater Part of Mankind have 
neither Application nor Ability to diſtinguiſh, 
with ſo much Accuracy, as this requires. 
They generally content 1 with aſ⸗ 
ſenting füch Prapo 5 A nd them 
. SO, ed with fre probes 7557 75-5 
into the preciſe Diſtinctions and Limitations 
by which they are bounded. Whence it 
happens, that whenever they are called upon 
_ tg. reconcile, one ſuch Propoſition to another, 

(which is neceſſary whenever any Thing in- 
conſiſtent with one js inferr d from the other,) 
they Are oſt and. bewilder' din the Difficulty ; 1 
their Aſſent is diyided hetween two apparent 
Truths, which not being able 19 'xeconcile, 
they can come to no Determination, bur: by. 
giving up that, which, in their Apprehenſi- 

n, ſeems to have the. leſs Eyidence, and ad- 

ering to that which. ſeems. to haye the grea- 
fer, AY ſinge he . wha; offers this Fallacy, - 


Ma? 2 fn * r Bb all the Ar. 
1 guments 
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The pA $36 OM. . 
guments that favour tlie one, and all tlie Ab. 
furdities that attend the Denial of it, and at 
the ſame time to conceal all that miglit be 
alledg'd in Proof of tlie other, tis eaſy for 
him to perſwade them to renounce or approve | 
which he pleaſes. 0 n Bil Oh 

I need not go farther for an Example to 
illuſtrate theſe Remarks, than to a Contros 
verſy at ee time in almoſt tt orie's 
2 9 "i 

That Chic, as Head of the Tiviſhls church, 
is the ſole Ruler, ſole Teacher, and ſole Exws 
giver of his Diſciples ;. arid that all Chriſtians} 
conſider d in that Internal Relation to Him, 
are equal and undiſtitguiſhed by any Com⸗ 
miſſion” or Authority from one another, ate 
acknowledged Truths of Chriſtian Religion. | 

But it is alſo as True, and as Evident, that 
Chriſt has ordain'd his Church to be 4 viſe 
ble Syciety, and appointed certain Officers, 
with Authority, to Teach, Govern, Correct, 
and preſerve an External Polity and Diſci⸗ 
pline in it: And conſequently, that all Chri- 
ſtians, as Members of the Vibe Chutch, are 
not equal, but rank d into Superiors and In⸗ 


feriors, and placed in a reg zalzr Subordination 
to one another. ; 


Both theſe. Articles hen IGG trier 
; their ſeveral Limieanions, are clearly fecon- 
A3 eileable 


* 
» 
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eileable to each other; but from either, af- 
firm's. Univerſally, and without! its proper 
Reſtriction, there follow Concluſions: mani- 


feſtly deſtructive of the other. For if it be 
univerſally true, that Chriſt is the ſole Judge 
in his Church, it cannot alſo be true, that 
ſome Chriſtians have Power of Rule and Ju- 
riſdiction in his Church; and fo vixe versd> 
And unleſs the Perſon, to whom theſe Pro- 
poſitions are thus indefinitely offer d, is able 


to aſligu to each ſuch Reſtrictions as leave 


them conſiſteat, - they muſt appear to him as 
contradictory. Poſitions, - which cannot bath 


be true; and his Aſſent will naturally be de- 


termined to that which has the fortune to ap- 
pear beſt Supported: And. yet tis certain, 
neither can be rejected without t Rein 
dice to, Chriſtianit. 

I cannot therefore but in ieee =" RY 
how nearly i it concerns every one who would 
appear to teach theſe Doctrines with anf ho- 
neſt Init tention, carefu In y to expreſ; 5 thoſe Re- 
ſtrictions which may defend them from Miſ- 
apprehenfions. of 0 aA; a] is Reli- 
gion. 5 | 

. Whether, the 3 3 in kak 


.the former of theſe Dodrines has been lately. 


3 f wy e Was een by 
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Tbe PRRFAGE vii 
them to miſlead Men into aden de- 
ſtructive of che 73/ble Order and (Economy 
of Chriſt! Church, God only, who knows 
their) Hearts; is able cettainly to determine. 
— it is affirmed, That Chriſt is the 
ſole Lawgiver, ſole Judge of his Subjects; 
In all Points relating c to the Favour or Di ſoles? 
ſure of God; Terms which comprehend: all 
Things relating to Religion, and conſequent- 
ly that no Chriſtian has Authority to be 
Law.giver or Judge over others in ſuch 
Points; When in Aſſertion of theſe and o- 
ther Propoſitions of the ſame Import, all 
thoſe Proofs, by which the Powers neceſſary 
to the #3/ible Officers of the Church have 
been ufually ſupported, are expoſed as incon- 
clufive;- and all thoſe Scriptures: on which 
they are founded; are declared not only to 
imply no Internal Abſolute Authority over tbe 
Conſcience; but to imply no Authority at al; 
When the Furiſdi&ion' of the Church, and 
the Power of Excommunication, always exer- 
ciſed in virtue of it, is explained away into a 
Nigbt which all Chriſtians have to avoid oper 
and Scandalous Sinners; And at the ſame 
time no expreſs Excep tion is made in Favour 
of any one Power 15 by the Viſble Of- 
fivers of the Church, and tlie very Suppoſition, 


n at were: may be any ſuch, ſo cautiouſſy and 
42414 ambigu- 
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aobiguony.ſugpelted, that it appear rather: 
aya:Govettfor: an Author to retfeat te / than 
a Direction to his Reader; And laſtlyi When 
taall:thefe preſumptive Cirgumſtances ars added 
Infinuations. df the ſſuch T yranny \dfcthi-Clar! 


of Chriſt, and tlie Liberties. of their Brethren. 
as tend to extinguiſfi all Reverende and Reſpect 
towards them: Anviety, candid zahd chari- 
tableo Man: may. be, permitted) da enter - 
tain ſome Suſpicions, Ihat ſuch Authors 
miglit Intend thoſe, Inferences whith their: 
Doctrines ſo manifeſtly ſuggeſt.. 0 80 
But however we may hd inolined toicxcude; 
the Intention of the Authors, tis certainly 
. very tender Obſervation upon their Do- 
Aries; Thar they ſeem to deny all Autboritiit6 
be Churcbhgrund, under ꝑretente uf exalting 
zh Kinguom ef Chriſt; Ib leave it witbait/ ny 
ble himan Authurity, to auge, Lenſire, of" 
Lil Offenders; We may ſurely be allowed 
to appreh end that Theſe Doctrines, athus ſunr 
Warily and ſuſpiciouſſy deliver d, may be un- 
derſtood in a Senſe which * ledd men to 
ſic» Concluſions as theſ dme. 
Bur the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch wn Fin 
ſions can no longer be queſtioned, when; it 
appears that theſe Poctrines are in Fact To un 
derſtood and that * thoſe Inferences, 


Ss > A Which 


ez, and heir Uſurpations upon the Rucheri ,, 
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which it was, fear d they might ſuggeſt, are 
actually deduced, and profeſſedly defended 
from them. When this is apparently the 
Caſel i tis to no purpoſe to tell us, That the 
Doctrines are true in a very important Senſe ; 
That the Authors intended them in that Senſes, 
And that no one has a Right to Cenſure them 
in any other: Becauſe, tis evident, They, are 
not ſo clearly limited to their true Senſe, but 
that They are actually underſtood: and argued, 
from in another: And therefore, whatever, 
we may preſume of: the Intentions of the Au- 
thor, We) are as much concern d. to oppole. 
him, as if theſe:Coneluſions were his declared 
Dochrine, fince the Danger. is the ſame, and 
the: Arrow thus, dixected withdo the ſame Mil, 
chief and Execution in its Effects, whether 
diſeharged by the. Hand of a Fr riend or an 
Enemy. It may perhaps be thought that the F 
Conqluſions which theſe Doctrines ſuggeſt, 
even, thus miſtaken and miſapplied, are not 
ſo dangerous to Religion as they are repre- 
ſented; by thoſe who oppoſe them. But J. 
think it cannot be denied, that they immedi- | 
atelyr affect the Peace and Diſcipline of the 
Church „ anf! we cannot but a SES the 
Advantages they may give to the Enemies of 
our Religion, hen we recollect, that both 
Papiſis and Se&aries have, in their turns, la- 
Foil 4 9 bour d 


Pr Rndionlycey Have ally whe contendedi for 
by Men, who; we are well aſſured, belidve 


_ nothing eitkier of the Fi/ible'or Inviſible Church! 


of Chriſt who-eould have no other Ends td 
ſerve: by. them bat the DeftruRion'of Chris. 
CRY: it ſelf. 12:72 Ns ui 
Upon tlie whole; the Dugi wick welch 
theſe Doctrines threaten Religion, whenever: 
they are miſapplied} is Great and Obvious! 


te Probability of their being miſapplieck canv/ 


not be diſputed; ſince they actually are fo. 


mifapplied ; and therefore under ſo: juſt. at 


Apprehienfion' of ſo great a Danger, the Go. 


ver tours of the Chur * to whoſe Care the- 


Peace, Order; ant Edifieation of It is comniies> 
ef cannot be thought'to*make an iniproper” 
Ufe of their Authority, If they calk upotr! 
the Teachers of theſe Dodtines" to give clear 
and diftinct Explications of their Poſitiofs:— 
Thar if they have not intended to favour theſe 
evil Conſequences, they may profeſſedly diſowu 
them, and prevent their Authority from being 
farther ahuſed to the Support of them: Or if 
they. have intended them, that they no longer 
may have the Advantage of attacking us in 


- Diſguiſe, but be reduced to open and direct 
Aertions; and proper Remedies may be ap- 


plieck 
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d- to, to preſerve Men from being ſeduced 
their Arguments, or influenced 5 their 
rity, And every private Chriſtian muſt 
appar: commendably employ'd,. who endea- 
yours: to aſſiſt Them in a Service- of ſo-much 
Charity to his.Brethren, and of ſach 
- tance. to the very Being of the- Church- of 
Chriſt. 

The Zeal, with which our Venenible 8 E 
have oppoſed tliemſel ves to tlie preſent Abbe 
henſion of this Danger, has been ſeconded by 
many learned Ornaments of tlris Church: 8. 
I ſhall eſteem my ſelf happy, H any Thing 
mall offer in the following Papers, may con- 
tribute to the Succeſs and Influence af their a 
Labours. hel hs 

T ſfall not concern my ſelf with any par- 
ticular Authors to whoſe Works the preſent 
Danger is imputed : But ſince, as Lobſerved, 
all the Appearances of Reaſon by which they 

are either impoſed; on themſclyes, or may mis- 
lead other Men, are in general reducible to 
that Fallacy, which, from, Principles of un- 
conteſted Truth in a certain Senſe, leads Men 
to infer univerſal and unlimited Concluſions, 
which are evidently falſe ; If we can, ſhew, 
that, when-the Principles they argue from are 
reſtrained to that Senſe in which only they, 
ate true, thefe Conclufions cannot be 25 d 
rom 
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+ them; w e may hope to apply a geber 
auch effectual Preſervative againſt: the IIluſion 
gf this F allacy That the Method obſerv'd in | 
the following Diſcourſe may appear conducive 
Ke this End, 30 \L beg leave 10 repreſent to the 


er the; Proceſs of: this Fallacy in the 
Argument beiße Us, ſomewhat more GO 
. 1 rtl. 


, ? : | : 
F Cc 8 L 'S$ $ ; 4 27 ; $1 
7 x . 1444 * * 14 


Ae 1 which 1; imagine Cs 3 


v either taught or underſtood in . large 


15 Lene ee theſe: 


' 1881 d is "the. fole Ruler, . Judge 4 


in his Church. 
AI. Members of: Chriſt's Church are per 
2 50 ac RE equal, without any Preheminence 


or 1 a8 Nef another. ular 


£7 1 71 


or to the Church "of ( hriſt ter 4 under 


the Idea or Notion of Inuiſible; 5 and from, 


them we truly conclude, That whoever claws 
any. Authority of Rule or Juxiſdiction over, 


Chriſtians, 28 Members of Chriſt” 8 Tnvifs Wes 


Chutch, uſurps upon the Authorit 0 hriſt, 
and the Liberties of his Ble fg, 


9 W Propoſitions, which arg true only. 
ee when 


a+ 4, 4 
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vhen reſtrained to the Inviß⸗ Re Church, 8 
infer d, Thatwhoever exerciſes any Authority 
of Rule or Juriſdiction over Chriſtians” 48 
Members of the 73/ble Church, -uſurps' upon 
the Authority of Chriſt, &. the Argument 
is fallacious and inconcluſive: And if the Li- 
mitations were clearly and diſtincty expreſs'd in 
each Propoſition,” the Inconfequence would 
he! fu manifeſt, that no one, who is capable 
of. 1Gfoning at all, could be impoſed on 
by it. u Y 1110 J I Aon 2d 5 at 
<d But when thefe Propoſitions) Abe leitigt 
taught by an Author withdüt Aly Eimitafior; | 
orc the Limitatioiviis ſo SFr exp a 
that tis noi oBferved by the Reader; ke 
iel into the! Fallzey abe ve menfion d; The 
Propofitions which' he perceives to be true in 
ſome Senſe, he is prevailed on to receive a8 
univerſally true, and from then to infer that 
the Propoſitions oppoſite to theſe are univer- 
fally falſe. This is what we preſume to have | 
happen'd in the Preſent Controverſy. It ei- 
ther has been, or has appear d to be, univer- 
fally affirm'd, that Chriſt is the” ſole Ruler, Re: 
in bis Church; That all Chriſtians are per- 
fectiy equal, Go; and in this unlimited Senſe, 
theſe Poſiitons Have appear'd to be recom- 
mended by the Authority, and ſupported by 
1 * of the Writer; and ſo far as any 

one 
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one has been convinced by them, fo far he fas 
great Truth, That Chriſt bas appointed certain 


c 


- 


bern induced univerſally to-reje& this other 


Officers in is Church, with authority of Rule 


ing the whole external Polity of it. -Now 


ths; Diſtreſs. cn no way ſo effectualh/ be 


ö relieved, as by aſſigning to each Propvſitiun 


the juſt Limite withinwhich it is true 3; an 
then; ſhewing that; within thefe Limits; they 


.- 


his it will be eyident that it may with equal 
Truth be affirmed, with reſpect to the Invi- 
Ale Church, That no Chriſtian hath Autho - 
rity over. another, and with reſpect to the 
Ville, That Chriſt has appointed ſome to Rule 
over: others; and that one of theſe Propoſis 
tions, when reſtrained to its proper Subject, 


This is what is intended in the following 
Diſcourſe; in which 1 ſhall diſtin&ly on. 
der the Church of Chriſt under the two Ideas 
or Fijble and Inviſible; and endeavour tu 


ſhew 


and Furiſdition over bis Diſtipla gr 


are; perfectly conſiſtent with each other. By | 


ee e eee 1. 


n LW. OC 
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ſhew,what is, and ought to be affirm d of it 
under either. And when the Aſſertions con- 
cerning each are reduced within their propey 
Reſtrictions, I hope they will appear per- 
fealy conſiſtent and agreable tp. each. or 
ther. 

I aſſure my ſ elf, If this Defign were exe- 
cuted with a Sufficiency equal to the Impor- 
tance of it, it would effe&ually put an end 
to this Controverſy, Men would be delivered 


From thoſe Perplexities, in which a Confuſion 


of thiſe Ideas have been found to intangle 
them: The Powers claimed to the ble 
Offigers of 2 Church would be cleared 


inge t with the Supre- 
macy of Chih: : The Errors, into which 
many weak Men have been driven by the 
Terror of this Abſurdity, would be corrected; 
and the Triumphs of thoſe Enemies of ou 
Religion, who have promiſed: themſelves ſo 
much Advantage from the Succeſs of this 
Fallacy, be intirely defeated. 
A fincere Deſire to promote theſe good Ends, 
has. inclined me to offer theſe Papers to the 
Publick. I have the Satisfaction to hope, that 


nothing is affirm'd in them, but what is agree: 
able to the Truth of Chriſtanity, as taught by 
the C Church of TW? But if I ſhall ap- 

pear 


— 2 


nnd int l e mo the 


5 winken in * Notion, chat Authority? 
is T'affert”'to'the” Governours '' of” the 
erich, Lam prepared to ſubmit to, my ſelg 
With the Humilit) Which becomes an Obedil 
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=, HE Church of Chriſt in the 
largeſt Extent of that Idea, 
comprehends the whole (a) 
8 th Family of God in Heaven and 
WIS! Forth; as well the (b) Spirits 

ef juſt Men made perfect in 
7, + © Heaven; as the Congregation 
bf thoſe who are (V called by his Name on 
—_ But I ſhall at preſent conſider it in a 
enſe reſtrain'd to that Part of this Society 


which is here Militant on'Earth: © 


This has been diſtinguiſhed into Chriſt's 
Inviſeble and his Viſible Church: The former 
is called in Scripture, () The Church of the 
Firſt- horn which are written in Heaven; (c) 
The Church without Spot or Wrinkle, &c. To 
the latter belong thoſe Deſcriptions, (d) And 
He hath ſet | ſome in the Church firſt Apoſtles, 
ſecondarily Prophets. And in another Place, 
Some (e) Evangeliſts, ſome. Paſtors and Teach- 
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(% Eph. fit. 15. (0 Heb. i. 23. (9 Eph: . 27. 
000 , Cor. xii. 28. (e) Eph. iv. Io, oj © iet . 


ers, 
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ers, F the Perfecting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, f fer the Edi Oe. of the 


BANE ( A A CREE 
Ne erbat theſe are; two cee Or. then, 
contrary yan Articte of dur Creed, Chriſt 


wou'd have two diſtin& Churches. - They are 
one 8 . one Society, of which 
e 
| { peas, Kilting aſhes 
it under Ruetz two Idea's Fo Viſible 250 In- 
vile. N. Das dar to)that inmaru Commu- 
122 899 this Society hatli with Chriſt the 
hich, cannot. be,diicern'd.tby Men, it 
Is, 9 — led. bi S. Invipple, urch. And with re⸗ 
rd: 10 55 s Extemal Prabeſnon ef Chriſtian 
Fe s Participation in ſuch. Ordinances, 
and. e of ſuch Diſcipline as He 
hath. ape for. the dutward Order and 
Government of this. Society, it is, Falle his 
Va tble> 7 ks And agreably,” the Members 
of this Society, conſider d as united to Chriſt 
* Faith and Loves and to one andtheri by 
internal, Charity, a6) called Members 6f his 
Tm We 0 barch r And When conſidertd as in- 
eorporated in that External Polity; which He 
hath ordain d, The ſame Herlens are called 
Members of his Viſible re 191! 2H 
Not. that. every: one who isa . of 
the % ble. Church, is alſo, a Member of the 
Inu/ible., neither is every one who i is ſepa 
rated from the Communion of the 
Chir, cut off from his Internal Union. with 


Chrift- But! it 18 evident, that t the laine Per- 


1 805 8 c ws {ons 


* - * TE ON r 
INTR ry 


ſons may be, and Actually Are, * 


nally United to Chriſt, and externally incor- 
pofatei in the Viſible Sogietyrof his Churtli: 

And therefore that dhe Lime Perſoris as con- 
ider d in different Reſpects, are Maniberstof 

the Inviſible and Viſibla Church of Qhriſt +- 

This Diſtinction hath in: ſome Diſputes 

been uſed in another Senſe, to fonlify the: 
Different States of the Church of Chriſt- 

When the Church is permitted to Exerciſe it's 

ublick Offices, and act as a Vifible Sotiety, 4 
tis ſaid tg be Yi/ſible, When by Perſecution | 
or Diſperſion the Church is. Sable uncapable | 
of Aſſembling it ſelf together, or Admini- 

ſtring any external Polity, it is called Invi/- 

ble. But this is a Senſe wholly foreign to the 

Deſign of theſe Papers.“ In the former Senſe 

they are taken in the pfeſe in 

which it is Pro 0 ET TG got | 

:H Diſtinqtly ws PET ares 7 bar what we affirm of 

the Church, 6 e.) f Chtiſt as Head, or his 
Diſciples as Members of it „under one of theſe 4 
Denominations, and whit under the other. 


And if, upon the Reſult of this Inquiry, it 
all -appenr; — 3 


II. That theſe two Ideas, and the Chara- 
cters form'd by them, are perfectly conſiſtent, 
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P nA ve affrm of the Church of 
WE Chriſt, as diſtinguiſſied under this 
LAN" 0-17: 5 of Invi may be 
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Ff, Wa © "ITS Chriſt the Head, 
1 Wal On to the Members of 
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Under this les we conſider Chiift alone 
and Interrefſor,” as Teacher, Law- 
giver, or Judge of his Church; which Offices 


nn he 


@ +» - 


- or — 
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he executes partly in Chis own Perſon, and 
55 by the Miniſtry of the Holy Spirit. 

+ For. tho. Chriſt (as J ho Pe to prove,) has 
2 1 Exte+nal Officers and Rulers 
yoo Soci, 7 1 th. Authority, to offer 

Vert of "his People, to Intercede for 
them, "tO preſcribe certain 'Laws and Orders 
to them, and 25 ge their Behaviour accor- 


ding th thoſe” Ft when this Society 
is cofſider d under the Hdea ofthe N tl 
Church, theſe 2 8 not bs. at 
Mind hgs werde 


view, , but of C 53s buy 155 Vol "5 10 
neither affirms nor deni any hing concern- 
ing any External Teachers, Rulers, &c. but 
278 JCAVETS he Mm Our of its Idea. And 
therefore, In this Senſe, it may be truly ſaid, 
that Chriſt is ſale T. cher, {; ſols Ruler, Ss. of 
his Javiſible Church, ( 2 When the {peck 
is .imagin'd or ake pf upgar ths this Chara 
db i ü bo rift only 2 is p dung in in 
theſe 8 over it. 7 
*,: $:Inſthe/ſwnerSinſerat in be ! dh 
Tibag+Ghrift-is:ithe dnwvediate F 122455 | 
his Holy Spirit, then inmnelliate Teagher 
f his Inviſible Church. Becauſe 1 his 
the Mind conſiders the Doctrines WT to 
þy,thei Chufth;! Immediately as $ecely'd\ from 
the Aathority'of Chriſt, ' ab d refers the Beha- 
jour of Chriſtians immediately tothe Judg- 
ment of Chriſt, without attending to any In- 
zer ne diate Aut endener by: which thaſe Po- 
Ig axe: taught, or any r Jedge 
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en which. ths, Actions of Chriſtians, as 
27 —— Subject. For the ſame, Reaſons, 
indeed, 2 nd 1a: the fam s Senſe, thagtGhriſt 
is the ſole, Judge, Gg. Hi muſt, alſo, be. Alle 
ae e de. Ao 20% 1 to to 

. Laſll Un, Chriſt, under, this, ea, ow 4 
25 intimately uniteꝗ to his Church, as loving 
it, and e 401880 doi ane ae the 
Influences of his, Grace and Holy Spirit do it, 
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Ch . he 5 4 18 confider 4 as en Wo 

45 eke ſole by ieſt, ſole. Teacher, ſole 
Eawgiver, and ſole Judge. of the inviſible 
Churc 80 05 "his Diſciples, as Members, of the 
Inviſible Church, are conſider d Only as apply- | 
ing th Wa ugh Him to God, as ſubmitting Ony 
to the thority of: his, Doqrine, his Laws, 
and his. udgment. . Neither the Perſons by: 
Wortrdt * 4 whoſe 
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whoſe External Miniſtry they offer up their 
Prayers, and by whom they are taught the þ 
Do#rinzgof Chriſt, nor the Authority com- 


mitted to them to Miniſter in the publick Of- 


ices of Religion, and to Teach Ws Doctrines 
of it, nor the Evidence of ſuch Authority 

are at all attended to: But the Mind conſi- 
ders the Chriſtian, ugder this Character, only 
as Worſhipping G05 through Chriſt, and as 
aſſenting to the Doctrines of the Goſpel only | 
upon. the Authority of Chriſt. 

For the ſame Reaſons alſo it may be af- 
firmd, that the Members of the Invi/ible 
Church, are ſuhje& only to Chriſt's Lars and 
Judgment. For Hodg the ſame Perſons are 
obliged to obey, others, whom Chriſt has ap- 
pointed to he Rulers and Judges over them; 


yet, under this Character, they are not —_ | 


der'd with Relation to ching, but with Relati- 
on to Chriſt ; and their Submiſſion tq the Or- 
ders and Judgment of theſe Superiors, is not 
gonſider d as an Obedience paid to them, but 
as an Obedience paid to Chriſt, 

And this is egy true, with Regard both 
0 Civil and Ecc lefiaſtical Superiors, For 
though a e Obſervance of all re- 
lative Duties to either of theſe Powers may 
be one Reaſon why we eſteem any Perſon to 
be a Member of Chriff's Inviſible Church, er 
the Mind, in making this Concluſion, per- 
fectly ahſtracts from thefe External Relations, 
and "attends wholly to the Internal Relation 
heryors 1 Hun and Shui; 5 and 2 this 


l 


uch Feeder 9 


Character to Him, not as he has obey'd Men, 
but as, in obeying Men, he has obeyed Chriſt. 
From hence it alſo follows, that the Sub- 
jection of Chriſt's Inviſible Members i is Imme- 
diately due to Him, For though, in any In- 
ane of Obedience to a Prince or a Bi 
the Action is perform'd Immediztely in compl> 
ance with the Command of ſuch Superior, 
yet when we confider the Man under this 
Inviſible Character, we have no regard to theſe 
intermediate Relations of the Perſon or the 
Action, but intirely paſs them over, and con- 
fider the Perſon immediately . as ſubje& to 
Chriſt, and compare the Action aner 
with his Will. 


From what has been obſerved, then we are 
obligel to infer theſe Corollarier. 

I. That all Chriſtians, as Members of the 
nvifble Church, are perfecll Equal, For 

nce they are conſider d as. ir and immedi- 

ately ſubject to Chriſt, all Political or Exter- 
pol Characters, by which they are diſtinguiſhed 
into Inferiors and Superiors, muſt be left out 
of the Tdea, None muſt be conſidered as 
greater or Jeſs, but all as equally ſubjed, 
equally accountable, 

When indeed we particularly apply this 
Idea to a Prince, a Prelate, &c. his Behavi- 
gur in theſe Offices may be conſider d by us: 
But we do nat regard the Powers of his Of- 

bs by which alone he is diſtinguiſhed as ſu- 

er to others, but the Duties of it, 1 5 


_ 


— a 4 
- r I n —— 


note om 


* 8 i; the K lle * 


ect of, which he 1s we; ſuhject to Chrif 
LO of his Church; with. other fact 
As when tis affirmed of any civil ſabordi- 
nate Magiſtrate,, that he is a "good Subject to 
his Prince, he is not conſider d as yelted 
with certain Powers, but as obliged to certain 
ſpecial Duties ; and this Character of a 299d 
Köbes is app 195 d to him merely under this 
common Notion, as one wlio has kachtally 
obey'd the Laws of his Prince: And though 
che good Magiſtrate he a Part; of this Charg- 
ger, yet tis not the Power, but his G 
in the Execution of this Power, 1 
Mind confiders. 5 33 

Inn like manner, Al we affirin of a A Biſhop % 
that he is a, Member of, Chriſt's Biſhop 
Church, he is conſider d purely as 4 Subject ot 
Chriſt; his Conduct indeed i is compared with 
more Laws. vf Chriſt, than ate conceived tg 
affect other Men; but tis merely as we ap- 
prehend he has obey 4 or tratiſgreſs'd theſe 
aws, that we affirm or deny this Idea of 
Him ; neither his Authority as Superior, 2 nor 
the Sabjection of; others as' Inferiors, are at Al 
regarded-:"But;in" this den. to Chriſt; 
none is conſider'd as M aſter or Servant, as 
Bond or Free Wa but AR 2 Go-members a ** 
Co-equals. ee i | 
2. The Mind; in -this Hei regards vali 
che Hite» nal Ret k Mus Character of the Perſon : 
Ir 'cannot' indeed be denied, hat by the Ex 
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1 Behaviour of the Perſon, we are led 


to Judt e of his Internal Character. But then 
ws! no with Reſ pect to this out ward Con- 
duck, that we affirm him to be à Member of 
Clirift's Inviſible Church, but ſolely with Re- 


ſpect to that Internal Charatte, of which we 


conceive his ourprd hands our to be. an 
Evidence 8 


2008 21d o yido aan A u Mir 7 bane 
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HP The: Alantur, of Chiitt's s Church, 8 
che Denomination of Inviſible, are conſider d, 
25 diſcharging "the Duties of "thoſe Relations 
they ſtand in to him in ſuch a manner, 48 

rendes thieth acceptable to Chriſt: For if it 

is included in Chriſt's Character, as Head of 
the Prvifible Church, that he loves it, and 


* 


cher iſbes it (40 ; LY muſt alfo-be'i imply'd in the 


Character of the Members of tlie Inviſible 
Church, that they are laued and eheriſbed by 
Chriſt, and Intitled to his, Graces and Pro- 
miſes: And agreeably t they are deſcribed, as 
The Church ' ' the Firſi-horn who are written 
in \Heaven' (b),. the few” choſen or f the mu- 
ales 5 an by ſome Fathers, as? Alecio- 


F ixAcerar (A, Corpus: Domini quod, cum 
15 erit in eternum (e); and generally, as 


Perſons in a State of Grace and F: avour with 
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Ph. v. - 29. b Heb. il. 23. (c Matt. Kxil. 1 7 Clem, 
e lib. 50 718. 23205 A. D. 1 5 Wc St. 


Aug. Lib. 3. de Dor © Chriſt, vid. eund. contra Creſc. ths 24 
4 8 EE PTY 55 2 . id "7 cen — 41 
"L414 Ns 5) {f i Tork D eins! 1 And 
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Subjects, ſuch whom, as a 
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"Hh hence appears. a Ee Diſteren 


: OE. the two Ideas of Chriſ . 


Kin ngdom, 55 his Inui ble Church, 
we conſider h im as a Ain a 9 We to: -him 


judicial Authori 2, OP ly extended over 
88 and bad Su bus, when we repre- 


ent him as 2 ö his viſible Church, 
conſider him with Relation only to his goo I 


ndge, he acquits, 
approves, | rn 

And fince Chriſt cannot be preſumed to Ace 
uit and approve any Servant, unleſs he has 
* his Duty to him in Tuch a manner 


has promiſed. to accept; it comes next to 
2 in. quired, what. Obedience we owe him un · 


der the ſeveral Characters of ARR ms 


N aſcribed p, him... 


© 1 tas <<) if. 0 


SR Re. 
a the. Obedience. 4. ts Gif, waged uh 


Prieſt, Teacher, Law: giver,. Cc. Aud 


N, f "the e day to bim as our 
4.98 Teacher. 808 | 


. *. > ai 


. / - we 


UR Duty to Chriſt as our 271 jade 


Mediator, obliges us to rely only.on 90 
that. Satrifice which he has offer d for 


Sins to attone for tlie Guilt of them, andon 
that Ranſom which he has paif to the Divin 


Aale, to deliver us from the Cy rſe denoun: 


I 3 Y EP ; Py : ü ; N Sa = 9 2 7 ng 
2 2 Fn * | — = _ - - 0 
' » —* * - —_ | 
| 0 x 1 8 1 | | 
S. 2 1 x 1 * ö d z2 * 3 : . f g 
W. 4 * S a * 444 % * , 3 ? „ 4 W . 


ced againſt them. To preſent our Prayers to 
God only thro* him, and to expect the Suc- 
ecſs of them only from his Merits and In- 


5 


HI. The Obedience we owe Him as a Te- 


I. A careful Attention, to acquaint our 
ſelves with his Doctrines. For he who do's 
not apply himſelf to know what this Divine 
Maſter teacheth him, cannot bs preſumed; 
to Arne his Duty, as a faithful Diſciplæ 
„„ :::_ | „ 
2. All that he Teaches muſt be aſſented to, 
as an Oracle of God; and no Authority aſh 
be hearkned to in Contradiction to him. 

3, Every Diſciple of Chriſt, is obliged. 
actually to aſſent to ſeme of his Doctrines; be- 
cauſe it cannot be conceived, how he who 
aſſents to none of his Poctrines, can be called 
a Diſciple taught by him, much leſs a Diſ- 
ciple acceptable, and approved by him as his. | 
Teacher, And ſince he who do's: not aſſent 1 
to a Doctrine of Chriſt in the ſame Senſe in | 
which he taught it, do's not aſſent to a Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, but to a Propoſition of his 
own framing ; it follows, that every Chri- 
ſtan, as a Diſciple of Chriſt, is. bound to aſ- 
ſent to ſome of his Doctrines in the ſame 
Senſe in which he taught them: And if 
Chriſt obliges his Diſciples to aſſent to ſome _ 
of_his Dodlrines in the ſame Senſe in 3 
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he tught them, © we muſt conelude. that ſons 
of, his Poctrines are ſo plain, that his Diſ- 
ples, by 'a due Attention, and the Uſe of 
ſuch An as he has put in their 
Power, may certainly underſtand them 1 ja that 
tte Senſe Intended in them. 
| Jeſus Chriſt, a (a) Teacher ſent fond God, 
and who himſelf knew the Extent of Human 
Faculties, muſt he preſamed, to have exactly 
adapted his Doctrines to thoſe Faculties. The 
515 Reaſon and Apprehenſion of Man- 
ein A therefore, are the Standard and Meaſure 
to Which his Doctrines were ſulted; and con- 
ſequently are the Rule by which we are to 
ge what, is the true and Plain, Senſe of 
them. Thoſe Doctrines which, to the com- 
mon. Reaſon'of Mankind, .ippear to be plainly 
taught by. Chriſt, are to be eſteem d Plain, and 
; | ſuch as bs Diſciples are obliged to aſſent to: 
4 And that Senſe in which the coinmon Appre- : 
4 henſion of Mankind underſtands them, is to 
be eſteem'd that Plain ſenſe in which they 
are obliged to receive them: Neither is any 
one excuſed, who in oppoſition to the com- 
mon Sentiments of Mankind, will take theſe 
Doctrines in a private Senſe of his own. _ 
"Every Author may with reaſon think him- 
ſelf injur'd, if, when he has expreſs 4 himſelf 
lan ly and dearly to the common Senſe of 
ankind, any one ſhall pretend that he has a 
1 to underſtand him. in his own, 1 
at — 0 Yb. bt. 2 2. i, 2 ie — 2442 ay 
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and impoſe”! what, Meaning on his Words 
he Per nh if is be allo ed, if't thete beno 
common Seneral dtandard of Interpre tation 
to which we may 1 4 no certain Senfs 3 in 
which'we have 4 1 t to be underſtood, tis 
to no purpoſe to Write or Diſcourſe : "All 
our Converſations will be attended with the 
Confuſion of Babel; and Words ind Reafon 
'be no longer of an Uſe. Neuner is the Caſe 
at all different in Hoctrines taught us by God. 
God ſpeaks to us as rational Creatures: He 
preſs himſelf to the ſame Faculties of our 
Nature that Man doth, and the Words in 
which he delivers himſelf, are the fame in 
which we cotverſe with One another; and 
conſequently We are obliged to underſtand 
Him according to the ſame Laws and Rules 
of Interpretation Which we require to be ob- 
derved in diſcourſin - 3 with one another. 
-(.\' This Obligation indeed, to underſtand the 
Doctrines of Chriſt in their true and preciſe 
Meaning, is not <qually extended to all Men; 
but according to Mens different Capacities, or 
degrees of Knowledge, more Doctrines are 
plain to ſome than to others, and conſequently 
"ſome are obliged to underſtand and aht to 
more, in the Senſe intended by Chriſt, than 
others: But all, as rational Creatures, and 
Diſci ples of Chrift, are thus obliged to under- 
ſtand and teceive ſome. | SUL DIL TH 
From hence it may appesk how Impertinent 
tliat Challenge is, ſo often made hy the PA“ 
Pte, to produce our Catalogue of ſuch Poc- 
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rines as Chriſt indiſpenſably requires every 
one to believe, För this Obligation being 
more or leſs extended, according to the diffe- 
xent Capacities or Inſtructions of Men, it is 
Impoſlible to aſſign any one common Meaſure 
which ſhall equally ſerve for a Rule or Stan- 
dard to All. Some general Articles may be 
aſſign d, without the Belief: of which no one 
can be intitled to the Name of a Chriſtian : 
"Theſe every Diſciple of Chriſt, even of the 
loweſt Capacities, is bound to underſtand and 
aſſent to: But this cannot be eſteem'd all that 
is required from Perſons of greater Capacities, 
and who are more fully inſtructed in Chriſtian 
Religion. Every Doctrine taught in the Scri- 
ptures, was certainly intended to he believed 
by the Diſciples of Chriſt; and all Doctrines, 
which we know to be there taught and un- 
derſtand, are equally to he believed by us; 
becauſe All are aſſerted by the ſame Autho- 
rity. But All theſe Doctrines are not equally 
required to be actually known, underſtood, or 
aſſented to by All. It is indeed Neceſſary that 
ſome common Form or Summary of Faith 
ſhould be propoſed, as a Qualification for 
Mens admittance into the External Society of 
the Church : And agreeably, we find in the 
Primitive Church, that Creed which we call 
the Apoſtles, or others in Subſtance the ſame 
with that, required to be explicitly profeſt by 
thoſe who were receiv'd into the Communion 
of the Church. But the Queſtion is not here, 
What Doctrines it is fit to require an open 
* Alſſent 
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Aſſent to, as à Qualification for Admittance 


into the Communion of the Viſiblæ Church; 
But what Chriſt preaſely requires every Chri- 
ſtian to underſtand and believe; as internall 
related and accountable to Him. It was fit 
the Rulers of the vi/ible Church ſhould not, 


in the Summaries they required to be pro- 


feſs'd, deſcend to the very. loweſt of human 
Capacities; but adapt a Form of common Uſe 
to the. common and ordinary Apprehenſions of 
Mankind. It is fit alſo; that theſe Summaries 
ſhou'd-comprehend ſuch a Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Faith as, if they are underſtood and 
attended to, will lead. us into a compleat 
Knowledge of tliat Religion. 
we may ſafely affirm, that many whoſe Capa- 


cities will not reach to underſtand ſome Arti- 


cles even of the Apoſtles Creed, may never- 
theleſs know and aſſent to fo much of the 
Chriſtian Faitli, as may render them acceptable 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and approved by Him: 
And, on the other ſide, that many of greater 
Knowledge and Capacities may be obliged to 
aſſent to ſome Doctrines which are not ex- 
preſsly contain d in that Creed. "Tis therefore 
(I ſay) impoſſible to aflign any common gene- 
ral Summary of Doctrines, to which, and to 
no more, Chriſt preciſely requires the internal 
Aſſent of every one of his Diſciples: -, 
But Him we may affirm to, diſcharge his 
Duty to Chriſt as his Teacher or Maſter, who 
actually aſſents to all ſuch Doctrines as every 
Chriſtian, as ſuch, is Saen to underſtand 


and 


But yet, I think, 


} 
\ 


1 8 07 „e Hoi: 0 


and 50 to, in tlie Senſe in which Chriſt 
deliver d them; and either to more or fewer 
Doctrines according to kis Capacities and Op- 
portunities ef Knowledge: Who aſſents to 


all He doth underſtand, whether He was pre- 


ciſely obliged to underſtand them or not; and 
WhO — no e Ee any ching 
contrary” to them. : 
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FG, And faſt ad the Extent of our 
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/HA T: * 70 ferret e M 
the Duty of the Diſciple to Chriſt his 
Maſter; is alſo applicable to him, as a Subject 
to Chriſt his Lawgtver : Properly ſpeaking, 
indeed the Duties that ariſe from the former 
relation, are comprehended in-thoſe which be- 
long to us in the latter. For Faith, conſider d 
- 3s 2 Duty, is an Obedience to a Law requi- 


ring us to believe; and is therefore a Debt we 


owe to Chriſt as our Legiſlator. I ſhall there- 
fore treat this more fully, and endeavour to 


ſupply what Fs ſeem omitted under the 
former Head. . 1 Site 


C 


af, Then, the Cams Reaſons that Alle our 
Attention and Aſſent to Chriſt's Dectrine, re- 
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quire us alſo diligently to apply our Selves 
to know and perform his Commands. 


.. 2dly, For the ſame Reaſons that we are ob- 
liged to Aſſent to ſome of his Doctrines, in 
the ſame Senſe which He taught them, we are 
alſo obliged to obey ſome of his Laws in the 
ſame Senſe in which he preſcribed them. 
But our Obedience to Chriſt as our Law- 
giver, may be conſider d more diſtinctly, 


1 With - regard to the Extent of it. 


25. With regard to the Degree of Me.: 
fue of it. 


v With | regard to the Extent of it, the Obe- 
eee which Chriſt approves, muſt be pre- 
umed to be an Obſervance of all thoſe Laws 


which He has indiſpenſably obliged his Ser- 


. 1 


vants to Obey: . 


That an Obedience to ſome Laws of Chriſt 

is indiſpenſably neceſſary is evident, becauſe 

it cannot be conceived how any Man can be a 

Chriſtian, much leſs a Chriſtian approved by 

r Him, who obeys none of His Laws. Ant 

'fince the Knowledge. of a Law is neceſſary 

to the Obſervance of it, it follows, That 

both the Knowledge and Obſervance of ſome 

Laws of Chriſt are indiſpenſably required 

in any Perſon of whom we affirm, That he 

; is an acceptable Subject to Chriſt his Lau- 
- grvers e P 

E 1 C 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt then, Every Chriſtian as mch i is ſup= 
poſed to acknowledge his Obligation to every 
Vow of Chriſt that is known to him; And 
ſince ſome Laws of Chriſt, with reſpect both 
to Faith and Practice, are ſo obvious, that 
He, who is ignorant of them, can hardly be 
eſteem 'd a Chriſtian; and the: Obſervance of 
them · ſo neceſſarily required, that He who diſ- 
obeys them, cannot he reputed a Good Chri- 
ſtian; We cannot affirm of any Perſon, that 
He is 2 Subject acceptable to Chriſt bis Lau- 
ver, without pfreſuming both his Know- 
ledge and Obſervance of ſuch obvious and 
neceſſary Laws. But, 

Secondly, Becauſe the greater App or, | 

Capacity, or Inſtructions of ſome Perſons, 
Lead us to conſider them as either knowing, 
or obliged to know, more than others; when 
we apply this Idea to Them, we include in it 
both the Knowledge and Obſervance of more 
Laws of Chriſt, than when we apply it to 
others, whd want theſe A? vantages. 

And ſo likewiſe becauſe the Stations, Offi- 
ces; or Relations of ſome Perſons oblige us 
to conſider them as ſubject to ſome certain 
Laws which do not concern other Men, not 
placed in theſe Circumſtances; when we af- 
firm this Character of them, beſide the com- 
mon Laws of general Obligation to alt Chri- 
ſtians, we include in it an Obedience — to 
thoſe ſpecial Laws. . *© 

With Regard therefore to the Extent of our 
e A Subjet acceptable ro Chriſt as 

bis 


„ 
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Þ+is:Lawgiver may be deſcribed; as one who 
obeys all Laws of Chriſt which he is obliged 
to know, and all that He actually doth know, 
whether He was preciſely bbliged to know 
them or not. With reſpe& to ſuch Laws cf 
Chriſt as the Perſon is not conſider'd as ob- 
liged to know, in regard to the Equity and 
Mercy of the Lawgiver, we preſume his Ig- 
norance pardonable; and therefore do not, cn 
account of his Tranſgreſſing them, exclude 
Him from the Number of Chriſt's faithful 
Sn 77 
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/ the Kind or Meaſure of our Obedience. 
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E us then next inquire what Tind or 
Meaſure of Obedience the Mind ſup- 

poſes when it applies this Idea. And. 
I. The only Adequate and Proper Obedi- 
ence to Chriſt's Laws is obeying them in 
the Senſe and Meaning Chriſt intended in 
them. For whenever we receive an Inter- 
pretation of any Law contrary to the Inten- 
tion of Chriſt, and act according to it, We do 
not properly perform a Command of Chriſt, 
but a Command of ſuch Interpreter: and this 
is equally true, whether the Interpretation is 
our Own, or is given us by ſome other Per- 
ſon : For we no more Obey the Law of Chriſt 
when we act contrary to it in purſuance of 
N | GY n 


ef the e Ben 
our un wn Miſtake, than when we a& contrary 
to it in purſuance of another's Miſtake : It 
cannot be ſaid, that * either Caſe the Com- 
mand of Chriff i 18 rm'd. If therefore 
(as I before proved) we are indiſpenſably 
bound to obey ſome Laws of Chriſt; It muft 
follow, that we are indiſpenſably obliged to 
obey ſome Laws. of Chriſt in the Senſe and 
Meaning which he intended in them, As ſome 
Laws of Chriſt are ſo obvious that no Chri- 
ſhan can be excuſed who is ignorant of them, 
ſa ſome Laws of Chriſt are ſo Plain and 
Perſpicuous to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind, that no Chriſtian can be excuſed who 
acts contrary to the true Meaning and Import 
of them. With reſpect therefore to ſuch Plain 
Laws, The Mind cannot affirm of any Perſon, 
that He is 2 Subject acceptable to Chriſt his 
Law-giver, who is ſuppoſed to act contrary to 
the Intention of Chriſt in them. 
And as the different Capacities or lnſtru- 
ctions of Men oblige us to conſider nore 
Laws of Chriſt, as plain to ſome than to o- 
thers, ſo when we apply this Character to 
; them , that They are approved Subjects of 
Cbrift their Law-giver, we conſi der them as 
bound to obſerve more Laws of Chriſt, ac- 
_ cording to the true Import of Them, than 1 is 
11 7 requir'd from other Men. 
This therefore the Mind in general affirms 
| of every Perſon to whom it applies this Cha- 
racter, That he is one who obeys every Law 
of Chriſt, G N he! is e to 9 
151 . 6 Ws. in 


in a manner agreeable to the Intention of 
Chriſt in that Law; And according as we 
conceive him bound to underſtand more or 
fewer Laws, in applying this Idea to him, 
we conſider him as punctually obeying more 
D 5/1, CLOS. 4 197 Many 
Ihus, when we affirm: of 2 Clergyman, 
That he is an approved Subject ro the. Legiſ- 
lature f Chriſt; we include in that Idea the 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of more Laws 
of Chriſt; and conſequently an e Obe- 
_ Fience to more, than when we apply the ſame 
Character to other Men. Not that the Laws 
of Chriſt oblige him more tlian any other 
Man who is enter'd into the Covenant of the 
Goſpel ; But, in regard to his particular Office 
and Profeſſion, he is confider'd as bound 
to Know and Underſtand more, and conſe- 
quently to obey more Laws of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the true Import of them, than other 
Men. But whatſoever Laws any Perſon is 
ſuppoſed not obliged to Underſtand, he is 
not conceiv'd bound to Obey according to the 
ſtrict meaning of them ' 1 tl 
2. With regard to the Degree or Meaſure 
of our Obedience, even to thoſe Laws which 
are ſuppoſed to be Known and Underſtood, 
we do not require a conſtant undiverted Obe- 
dience; Becauſe if ſuch an Obedience was 


neceſſary to every approved Subject of Chriſt, 


we cou'd gever affirm this Character of any 
Perſon living. The many Infirmities which 
are inſeparable from our Nature, and tlie fa- 
ENS C4 vourable 
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rn Declaratic ons of the Goſpel concern - 
ing them, encourage us to preſume that when- ' 
ever the Action can be accounted for by Sur- 
Inadyerterigy, the ſudden 1 of 
. Oc. tho''a Law of Chriſt be tranſ- 
greſſed, yet the Perſon is not excluded from 
the Number of thoſe: who are united to nn 
as his Faithful Members. And, N 
Laſtly, Whatever Offences : 0 the "rn 
of Chrilt any Perſon hath. bern guilty of, 
yet if we conceive him to be truly Penitent 
for them, The Mercies of the Goſpel Cove. 
nant/ oblige us to conſider him as reſtored to 
2 State of Favour; and intitled to the Grace 
and Promiſes of the Goſpel. 
The Degree of Obedience therefore 155 
poſed, when we affirm any Perſon to be 4 
Subject approved by Chriſt as * bis Lawsgiver, is 
That, as far as Human Infirmities will per- 
mit, he. Obeys ali thoſe Laws of Criſt to 
which lie is metall obliged, ar to 
the true meaning and intention of them; 
and that wherever he has offended, he is 


heartily and ry re for his nk 
greſton, 9 % 

But becauſe 8 our Obedidnei in thoſ e 
Duties we perform ſhall be re ]˖inrded, nor our 
Omiſſion of tlioſe we neglect excuſed, nor our 
Repentance for thoſe Sins we have committed 
be accepted, unleſs in all theſe. Reſpects we are 

Sincere; therefore Sincerity is the principal 
Quality conſider d in any Perſon's Obedience 
of hom we an. that he is an approved 


ie e Sujet 


9 * 
n n : 
by EB IS l 
7 
* 


D CurtsT. 26. 
Subject of Chriſt. For tho' we perform every 
Action required of us by the Law of Chriſt, 
yet if we are conſider d as performing it 
merely upon temporal Motives of our on 
Pleaſure, Reputation, or Intereſt, the Action 
cannot be preſumed to intitle us to any Re- 
ward from Chriſt; becauſe it is not perform'd 
in Obedience to him, but to his Enemy. And 
ſo if the Will be conſider d as knowingly and 
deliberately concurring in thoſe Actions which 
might be imputable to Ignorance: or Infirmity, 
the Man cannot be efteem'd to have any Title 
to theſe Excuſes. He 1s no farther a Servant 
of Chriſt than he has endeavour'd to obey 
him, and he is no farther excuſable for not 
actually obeying him than his Endeavours 
are Res.. E | 

For the ſame Reafons if the Converſion 
of the Penitent begſteem'd feign'd and ſuper- 
ficial, it cannot he conceiv'd to reunite him 
to Chriſt, or reſtore him to a Character ap- 
proved by him. N 
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A A P. VI. 
| Of Sincerity. 


B UT tho! Sincerity be conſider'd as a ne- 
ceſlary, and even the principal Quality, 
in ſuch an Obedience as will approve us to 
Chriſt as acceptable Subjects of his Legiſlature ; 
yet it is to he feared, too much is 5 | 
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of this Quality, when it is atfirme 
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firmed that this 
alone, and in all Caſes, 1s ſufficient. to recom- 
mnd our Actions to the Approbation of our 
When indeed we are ſuppoſed either actu- 
ally to perform all the Duties required from 
us, or to be under ſuch Circumſtances as e- 
tuſe us not performing them, or to be pardon'd 


vpon our Repentance for tranſgreſſing them; 
15 1s. acknowledg'd, that the | Sincerity of our 

Intention in theſe Particulars is alone ſuffici- 
__ ant to aſſure us We are Obedient, Excufed, or 


But much more ſeems to have been affirmed 
in this Aſſertion, viz. That though we miſ- 
take any, or all the Laws of Chriſt never ſo 

much, and in Conſequence of ſuch Miſtake 

ſhall act even directly contrary to what in the 
common Apprehenſion gf Mankind is the 
Meaning of them, yet if we are fully per- 
ſuaded that our Interpretation is agreeable to 
his Will, we are in all Caſes juſtified in his 

Sight, and the Action will be approved and 

Tewarded by him-as Obedience: A Conclufion 
which cannot be admitted without taking away 

the Neceſſity of any Obedience at all. 

I before obſerv'd, that it was included in 

the Idea of a Subject to Chriſt as his Lamgi- 

ver, That he was obliged to know and obey 
fome Laws of Chriſt in the Meaning which 
Chriſt intended in them; and that when we af- 
firm of any one, that he is approved in this 
Character by Chriſt, he muſt be conſider' d as 


actu- 


actually knowing, underſtanding, and obey» 
ing all thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which every 
Chriſtian, as ſuch, is bound to know, under- 
ſtand, and obe | © . 

It was obſerv'd farther, That as ſome Per- 


ſons muſt he conſider d as obliged to know, 


underſtand, and obey more Laws of Chriſt 
than Others; ſo the Idea in theſe Applications 
is proportionably enlarged, and the Perſon 
conſider d as knowing, underſtanding, and 
obeying more or fewer Laws, according as 
we conceive his Obligations to extend, + 


But if a full Perſuaſion of Mind, be 4-- 


lone, and in all Caſes ſufficient, then no one 


is ſtrictly bound to apprehend - or obey any 


Laws of Chriſt in the Meining he intended 
in them: No Plainneſs is ſufficient to oblige 
us to underſtand them, and there can be no 
ſach Thing as a culpable- Miſtake. He who 
Disbelieves the Doctrines, or Diſobeys the 
Precepts of Chriſt, if he acts upon a ful 

Perſuaſion of Mind, is in as good a Condi- 
tion, as he who Believes and Obeys. - Nay, 
farther 1t muſt hence follow, that he who 
rejects Chriſtianity becauſe he believes it to 
be falſe, is as acceptable' to God as he who 
_ embraces it, becauſe he believes it to be true. 
This is certainly a juſt Conſequence, if the 
Acceptableneſs of our Faith doth not depend 
on the Truth, or Evidence of a Thing we 
aſſent to, but merely on the Strength. of our 
Perſuaſion concerning it. But with what 
Juſtice then could our Saviour denounce thoſe 
R ES (a) heavy 
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— 1 Woes againſt the Infidelity: .of 
thoſe Cities which rejected him? Was this 
their Crime, that they knew him to be the 
Meſſiab, and yet rejected him? Or was it 
not manifeſtly this, That notwithſtanding 
the () Mighty Works be bad done among them 
were ſo clear a Proof of his Miſſion that 
every rational Man was obliged to acknow- 
ledge it, yet contrary to this Obligation they 
refuſed to receive him? Or can we imagine 
3 when our Lord expreſsly tells us, (5) 
hat he who believeth not ſhall be damned, 
ne means no more than this, That he ſhall 
be damned who knows his Miſſion and Do- 
Grine to be from God, and yet disbelieves it? 
Infidelity indeed is very ſafe under this In- 
terpretation, ſince, upon this Suppoſition, the 
Penalty of it is affixed only to ſuch 2 Crime 
as it implies a Contradiction in Terms for Wa 
one to be guilty of. 
The Caſe is the ſame with reſpect to any 
particular plain Direction of our Faith, or any 
other Practical Law of Chtiſt; (for Faith, as 
Obedience to a Law requiring us to believe, 1 
as much a Practical Duty, as any other Action.) 
For if in regulating our Conduct according to 
any ſuch Law we are not obliged to under- 
ſtand it in ſuch a Senſe, as the ordinary Rea- 
ſon of Mankind. tells us the Law-giver meant 
it in, the whole Law will, in the Language 
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Characters, without any certain Meaning; ſince f 
no one could preciſely ſay,” what was the Duty  * 
required by any Precept of it. 
Chriſt certainly had a preciſe Meaning in 


— 
— —— 


| every one of his Laws, and in ſome his Mean- 1 
| ing 1s ſo plain and obvious, that it requires on- 
b ly a common unprejudiced Attention, and the * 
i ordinary Capacities of a reaſonable Nature to 
E acknowledge it; and conſequently he who 

. doth not underſtand them 1s either incapable 

) || of any Law, or elſe he muſt be guilty of Sin | 
, in not performing a Duty, which it was in his | 
1 Power to perform. And agreeably out Lord | 
4 aſks, (a), Why do you not of your Selves judge 
> that which is Right? in which Words he not 
only afferts a Right of private Judgment, but 

* ſuppoſes alſo a Duty to attend us in the ex- 

Ai erciſe of that Power, and that Truth and 

Y | Right are ſometimes ſo clear and obvious, that 


it muſt be Sin in us not to acknowledge 
them. 7 P rin eat Te 
With Reſpect therefore to theſe plain Laws, {1 
both the Knowledge of them, and an exact 
Obedience to them according to the Intention 
of Chriſt, are confider'd as neceſſary, and con- 
ſequently are implied in the Idea of 2 Perſon | 
approved by Chriſt as a Subje& of his Legiſla- l 
ture: Neither can we conceive His acting ac- _ 
cording to theſe Laws to be excuſable how- | 
ever firmly he may appear perſuaded of the 


— u. Tal. xi. 37. 
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-M of thoſe Miſtakes, in Conſequence of 
which he tranfgrefſeth them. | 
In all Human Laws it has always liven 
thought equitable, to require the Perſons they 
are directed to, to underſtand them in the ſame 
Senfe in which the Legiſlature intended them: 
And accordingly the Penalties of the Law are 
conſtantly executed on him who tranſ greſſeth 
them, without any er to his Perſuaſion 
concerning the Meaning or Senſe of them: And 
the Equity of this Proceeding is founded on 
this Preſumption, that the Law is ſuch that 
A reafonable Being, with that Attention which 
is due to the Authority which enacts it, might 
and ought to have underſtood it in its true 
_ Senſe. And are Chriſt's Laws only ſuch intri- 
cate unintelligible Preſcriptions, that no one 
is bound to underſtand them, but every one 
is at liberty to obey them in what Senſe he 
_ pleaſes? 
It may perhaps be l that the Perſuaſi on 
to which ſo much Power and Value is aſcribed, 
is ſuch a Perſuaſion as is the Reſult of a full 
and impartial Inquiry, according to the beſt 
Uſe of our Faculties, and in which no Means 
of Information in our Power have been unap- 
plied to. This indeed muſt be acknowledged 
to excuſe the Miſtake : But then this Excuſe 
cannot be extended farther than to ſuch Laws 
as either in themſelves are of diſficult Interpre- 
tation, or from ſome natural or unavoidable 
Incapacity -of the Perſon are obſcure to him, 


and thus far we before allowed it. But then 
it 
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it muſt alſo be remember d, that the Irtention 
of Chriſt in ſome Laws is ſo plain, that no 
Man who miſtakes them can be ſuppoſed to 
have duly attended to them. Some of theſe 
plain Laws every Chriftian, as a rattonal Be- 
ing, is obliged to underſtand, and either more 
or fewer according to his Capacities and Op 
portunities of Information ; and all that he is 
obliged to underſtand, he is bound to obey 
according to the true Import of them; and 
whatever Laws we are bound preciſely to obey, 
no Strength of Perſuaſion can excuſe our not 
reciſely Obeying; and conſequently the 
— of our Perſuaſion cannot, Alone and 
in all Caſes, be a ſufficient Security for us to 
act upon. pie 
But I would here alſo farther obſerve, That 
when it is affirmed, that 2 fincere Per ſuaſion 
of Mind is alone a ſeee Principle of Faith 
and Action, and Men are bid to rely on this 
in all Caſes, as a ſafe Title to the Favour of 
God, without regarding any other Conſidera- 
tion; Theſe high Expreſſions cannot be meant 
of ſuch a Perſuaſion as is the Reſult of a full 
and impartial Inquiry; becauſe the Perſuaſion 
here recommended, is propoſed as the ultimate 
Rule of Faith and Action: A Rule by which 
if we act we may always be ſecure that we have 
done our Duty: Now whatever Chriſt has ap- 
pointed to be the ultimate Rule, by which we 
may always Judge whether we believe or 
praiſe agreeably to his Will, is certainly ſuch 
a Rule as may be applied to the * 
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Occaſions. of Faith or Action: But ſuch a Sin- 
cerity of Perſuaſion as this, can never certainly 


be applied as a Rule to any Part of our Con- 


duct; becauſe we can never be aſſur d we have 
neglected no Opportunity of Information in 
our Power, that we have read every Book, or 
conſulted every Perſon, whom we might have 
had, or may yet have Recourſe to, whoſe Rea- 
ſons might poſſibly have alter d our Judgment, 


and convinced us of Error. And conſequently 


ſuch a Perſuaſion as this is ſo far from being 
the Adequate or only ſafe Rule of our Faith 
and Actions, that in conſequence of this Prin- 
ciple, we can never believe or practiſe any 
Thing with Security as long as we live. 

When therefore it 1s affirmed, That when- 
ever we Act under a full Perſuaſion that what 
we do is Lawful or a Duty, we may depend on 
the Acceptance of Clyift ;; no other Aſſurance 


can be meant, than a preſent firm Perſuaſion of 


Mind however founded: And becauſe this has 
been very much inſiſted on, as a ſufficient De- 
Fence of all Miſtakes, in Belief or Practice, 
I ſhall beg Leave to conſider it a little further. 
1 Now ſuch a Perſuaſion, under ſome Limita- 
tions, is acknowledg 4 to be a Rule of human 
Conduct. Thus far it is an Abſolute Rule, that 
whatſoever we are perſuaded is contray to the 
Will of Chriſt; how much ſoever we are miſ- 
taken in ſuch. Perfuaſion, we cannot actually 
perform without Sin: For to him who believes 
it to be Sin, to him it is Sin; and whoever 
commits what he thinks a Crime, has broken 
| - i. through 
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through all Reverence for the Authority of 
the Legiſlator, and would as certainly have 
committed it, if it had beer really one 
But we cannot ſo far depend on this as a 
poſitive Rule, as to aftitm that whatſoever we 
do in Conſequence of ſuch a Perſuaſion is ac- 
ceptable to Chriſt, and Intitles us to the Cha- 
racter of his faithful Subjects; becauſe we are 
aſſured, that there are many Errors in Faith 
and Doctrine which Ch#ift hates +, though the 
Perſons who believe and Teach them, may 
be fully perſuaded it is their Duty ſo to do. 
We are alſo told that Men may be ſo miſtaken 
in their Expreſſion of their Love to God or 
Chriſt, as to think they are (a) doing him Ser- 
vice, and ſhewing their Affection to him, while 
they are killing his Servants But be their 
Love for him never ſo hearty; or their Pers 
ſuaſion never ſo ſtrong that they are bound 
to expreſs it in this Manner; yet it cannot be 
imagin'd that this is ſuch a Love of Chriſt, 
or Charity to his Members, as he will approve 
and Reward. hk | 
St. Paul, indeed, who himſelf had been guil- 
ty of this Sin, tells us, that (b) be found Mercy 
From God, becauſe he did it ignorantly in Unbe- 
lief: But, 3 


1ſt, The Apoſtle never metitions this Part 
of his Life but with the deepeſt Contitrion ; he 


+ Rev. ii. 15. (a) I in ati. (3) 1 Tire, 13. 
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ioknowledges the Guilt of it, and when he 
reflects on it, he confeſſes himſelf not only a 
Sinner, but the (4) Chief of Sinners; and 
conſequently, notwithſtanding the Strength 
of his Perſuaſion, the Actions were ſtill look d 
on by chim as Sins; and therefore, unleſs 
we admit the Notion; of ſome Sins, being 
in their Nature venial, theſe were ſuch 
as put him under the Diſpleaſure of God, 
and were not pardonable without his Re- 
bn lg a end 100 


n 1 g W n L 0 


24 It is acknowledg'd, that the Guilt of 
theſe Sins was very much abated in the Sight 
of God by this Conſideration, that they were 


Envy, or any baſe Paſſion, but proceed- 
cd from a ſincere Zeal for the Glory of God, 


and tlie Preſervation of what he thought the 
true Religion. The Principle upon which he 
acted Was good and pleaſing to God, the ſame 
that he commends in the Jews, to whom he 
bears Teſtimony, that they had b) a: Zeal of 
God, but. not atcording to Knowledge; but as he 
doth not free. the Conduct of the Jews from 
Sin, tho; it proceeded from a, Principle which 
he approves, but (c) prays for them as Men 
under God's Diſpleaſure; ſo neither were his 
own Actions, proceeding from the ſaine Prin- 


ciple, excuſed from Sin any more than Theirs. 
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St. Peter offers the ſame Excuſe for the Sin 
of the Jews who 2 Lord, (a) J 

wot that thro Ignorance you did it, as did 
alſo your Rulers; but he doth not therefore 
think them juſtified in the Sight of God, 
but immediately exhorts them, (4) Repent 
ye therefore and be converted, that your Sins 
may be blotted out + They ſinn'd in Igno- 
rance and Unbelief as well as St. Paul, but 
unleſs they repented, their Sin could not be 
blotted out. The Sincerity of the Offender 
alleviated, but did not take away the Guilt: 
And therefore St. Peter mentions this as a 
Circumſtance that might encourage them to 
hope for Pardon upon their Repentance, 
but could not aſſure them that they were 
already pardon'd. And ſo the Sincerity of 
St. Paul was an Inducement to the divine 
Compaſſion, to propoſe theſe powerful Mo- 
tives of Converſion to him; but it was 
his Compliance with thoſe Motives, and his 
ſubſequent Repentance that acquitted him 
of the Sin. And agreeably Ananias, who 
attended him preſently. after his Conyer- 
ſion, Exhorts him to (c) ariſe and be bap- 
ized, and waſh away "bis Sins, calling on 
the Name: of the Lord Feſus. Had he, re- 
ſiſted the Motives of Converfion offer'd to 
him, as many of St. Peter's Auditors did 
thoſe which he offer d, notwithſtanding his 
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Sincerity , he had remained in the ſame 
State © Damnatign that they continue? un- 
1 

It cannot therefore be iner r from this 
Inſtance, that ꝛchenever we af with a full 
Perſug ion of Mind, we are ſecure from 
Sin, 'fince. the Blaſphemies and Perſecu- 
tions of St. Paul are confeſſed by him to 
be Sins, notwithſtanding the Sincerity of 
Pe -ſuaſion on under which he committed them: 
and theſe Sins were no otherwiſe forgiven 
him, but upon the ordinary Condition of 
Repentance. 

If St. Paul indeed can be erchſed 955 
Sin in perſecuting the Church, beeauſe (a) 
he was verily perfuaded he ought to do it; 
the ſame Plea will equally erde all Hea- 
then or Popiſh Princes who have at an 
time perſecuted the Church of Chriſt. The 
Gun-powder Freaſon, and the Rebellion of 
Forty one, and all the Villanies that have 
ever been committed from a Perſuaſion of 
Con: cience will be defended : For the Actors 
ip theſe Tragedies have declar'd, that what 
they did they were perſuaded they were 
bound to do; neither can we convince them 
of Sin by any other Argument than this, 
That they acted contrary to ſueh plain Laws 
of God and Chriſt as they were bound to 
— 8 
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(a) All. xxvi. 9. ES 
a We 


Me may therefore reſume our Concluſion, 
that a full Perſuaſion of Mind is not alone, and 
in all Caſes, a ſufficient Secilrity from Sin; and 
that, in ſome Parts of our Conduct, an exact 
Conformity to the Rule preſcribed by Chriſt 
is required from us: Neither can this be re- 
ſtrain'd within narrower Bounds, than an Obe- 
dience to all ſuch Laws as Chriſt has deliver'd 
with ſuch Plainneſs, as obliges the Perſon 
they are propoſed to underſtand them. For if 
the Strength of our Perſuaſion will juſtify us 
acting contrary to one of theſe Laws, it will 
equally excuſe us acting contrary to all; and 
then he wha keeps none of his Commandments, 
will, contrary to our Lord's expreſs Declarati- 
on, (2) be nevertheleſs in the Number of thoſe 
who love Him, and are beloved both by Him and 
his, Father. 5 3 
From the whole IInfer, that an actual Obe- 
dienoe to ſome Laws of Chriſt, according to 
the true Meaning and Import of them, muſt be 
conſider' d as a neceſſary Ingredient in his Cha- 
racter, of whom we affirm that he is zn accep- 
table Subject to Chriſt as his Lawgiver : That 
in theſe neceſſary Inſtances, he muſt not only 
e think he Obeys, but fincerely muſt 
ey. 
Laſtly, As to the Fudicature of Chriſt, All 
that is implied in the Character of a faithful 
_ - Subject to him, with relation to this Office, 


— 
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(a) Joh. xiv. 21. 


D 3 18 


the Iudiſible, 


is That the Rewards promiſed, and the Penal- 

ties threatned by Chriſt, muſt have the firſt 
and governing Influence- on all his Actions; 
and that he muſt. do nothing that may expoſe 

him to the Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, either to pro- 
cure the Favour, or avoid the Reſentments of 
Men. BENS ct ol lll ogrnt tit? 
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FT — the Church, ts 8 to o that 
eternal relation which it has to 
Chriſt, is call'd his Iawviſible Church, 
— o, with reſpe& to that External 
(En Polity i in which it is incorpora- 
ted, and impower'd to act as a Viſible Society, 
it is call'd his Viſible Church. Under both 
theſe Denominations Chriſt is conſider d as 
Head of the Church; under the Former, as 
preſiding over the Hearts and Conſciences of 
bi Diſciples, and communicating all ſpiritual 
* | 1 Gifts 
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Gifts and Graces to them by the Miniſtry of 
the Holy Ghoſt : Under the Larter as deriving 
the Graces of the Holy Spirit to them by the 
Uſe of external Ordinances, and Adminiſtra- 
tions, and proyiding for their Inſtruction and 
good Government, by certain Officers, whom 
he has appointed, for the outward Diſcipline 
and Miniſtry of his Church, to officiate in the 
publick Ordinances of his Religion, to teach 
govern and judge his Members, according to 
His Preſcription. - For thus the Apoſtle tells 
us, He hath ſet ſome in the .Church, firſt Apo- 
files. ſecondarily Prophets, — Helps, Governments, 
Paſtors and Teachers, fur the Work of the Mi- 

niſtry for the Elifying the Body of Chriſt, (a) 

In the Viſible Church, therefore, Chriſt is 
not the Immediate and confequently not the 

ſols Teacher, Ruler, Gc. of his People ; be- 
cauſe Others are appointed to prefide over 
them in theſe Offices to whom their Sub- 
miſſion is immediately due, tho' ultimately to. 

the | Authority of Chriſt by whoſe Com: 


- » =P, 


miſſion they accſd. SY 
This Viſeble Church is conſider'd either as 
one large colle&ive Body, comprehending all 
Societies of Chriſtians diſperſed over the face 
of the Earth; which are therefore-calld one 
Cat boliok Church, becauſe they profeſs the 
fame Faith-to he ſaved by the Death ind Me- 
diation-of Chriſt, and alfo becauſe they have 
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a Community of Ordinances; ſo that he who 


is lawfully baptized in one Church, is ac- 
knowledged as a baptized Perſon in all other: 
ind he who is lawfully ordain'd in one 
Church, is acknowledged in the ſame Cha- 
racer by all others; and he who is regu- 
larly cut off and ſeparated from one Part 
of this Society, is cut off from the whole 
Church. | e 7 

Or this Church is confider'd as divided in- 


to particular Societies, each under their re- 


ſpective Officers and Miniſters; which, as 


Members, compoſe together the whole Body 


of Chriſt's Catholick Church. . 


HAP. 1 
Of the Members of the Viſible Church. | 


4+ IS Viſible Church being a Society of 
1 Chriſt's appointment, no Man can be 
eſteem'd to diſcharge his Duty as his Diſci- 
ple, who is not a Member of it. And agree- 
ably, all the Benefits purchaſed by Chriſt for 
Mankind, are annex d to our Initiation into 
this Society, (a) He that Believeth and is 
Baptized ſhall be ſaved. And conſequently it 
15 not a Thing left to the Choice and Liberty 
of Men, whether they will belong to this 
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Society or not: But a we are obliged to be 
enter d into it, on pain of forfeiting our U- 
nion with Chrift,. and our Title to all the Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel. And ſince our Relation 
to the Catholic Church cannot other wiſe ap- 
pear, than by our communicating with ſome 
of thoſe. Particular Churches of which that 
General Society is compoſed, It follows, that 
every Chriſtian is under the ſame Obligation 
to be a Member of ſome Particular Church, 

as to be à Member of the Catholick Church 
of. Chriſt. And ſince our Communion with 
any Particular Church can no farther unite 
us to the Catholiek Church, than as that par- 
ticular Society is it ſelf a Member of the Ca- 
tbolick Church; It concerns us well to he aſ- 
ſur'd, that the, Church, to whoſe Congrega- 
tion we belong, is it ſelf x mcg of the 
Catholick Ohurch of Chriſt. N * 

But the Nature and uty of Church e- 
mnion I ſhall leave with the Reader in the 
Words of a+ Right Reverend Prelate of * 
Church of England. 

From thefe Expreſſions of St. Copin rian 
There is but one Catholick Church, 18 
mmto. many Members, thro the. whole World, 
and one Epiſtopacy diffuſed in many 7 28 
agreemg with one another. And again, There 

7s one ' Ppiſcopacy,. an intire. ww 2 i 
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beld by every Biſbop. He obſerves, © That 
* whoever becomes 4 Member of any Part of 
© the Catholick Church, is a Member of the 
whole Church; And on the eontrary, Whos 
ever is ſeparated from any ſound Part of 
the Church, by wilfull Schiſm or juſt Ex- 
communication, is by that means ſeparated 
© from the whole Church. "Juſt as we find 
* in Natural Bodies, That in one Body there 
are many Members, And whatever is uni- 
ted to any one of theſe, is thereby united 
to the whole Body; as on the contrary, 
whatever is cut off from any Member, do's 
* by that Separation loſe its Union with the 
© whole Body. Neither can there be deviſed 
any way to be united to any Body, whe- 
* ther Natural or Civil, or of being ſeparated 
from it, but by adhering to ſome of its 
* Members, or being cut off from them. 
* Whence appears the Neceſſity, which eve- 
, ry Chriſtian lies under; of maintaining | 
* Communion with the particular Church, 
herein he lives, in order to his Commu- 

nion with the Church Catholick, and with 

. SION of , SE Tn na 
The General Ideas which we affix to any 
Perſon, when we conſider him as 2 Member of 
the Whole or any Part of Chriſt's 2 ſible Church, 
are, That He is enter'd into this Society by 
Baptiſin; Profeſſes the Faith of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion taught in it; Communicates in the ex- 
ternal Ordinances, and is obſervant of the 
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of fe ebene or Otten 1 ebe Viſible 
C burch, and the Powers committed to them. 


IHE Members of Chriſt's viſible Church 
are farther conſider d, as diſtinguiſh'd in- 
to Superiors and Inferiors, Rulers and Subjects; 
and when to thoſe general Marks of a N55 ble 
Chriſtian before mention'd, we add what is 
diſtinctly imply d in each of. theſe Characters, 
we ſhall —— Hop all that can be affirm'd 
of any Perſon, as a Member of Chriſt's Viſible 
Church. | 
That Chriſt did not leave the Members of 
his Viſible Church in a State of perfect Equa- 
lity, appears from the Scriptures before cited, 
Eph. iv. 11. and 1 Cor. xii. 28. And agree- 
ably, the Apoſtle, in the preceeding part of 
that Chapter to the Corinthians, teaches us, 
from a Compariſon of the Church to a Bod 
and its Members, that tho' Chriſt be the 722 
and ſupreme Head, who by the Influx 07 his 
Grace moves and animates 4 — whole Body, 
u. 12; Let among the Members ſome alſo are 
to be honour'd with the Title of Head : as is 
evident from v. 21. where he tells us, that 
The Head cannct Jay to the Feet I have no need 
o you: For that this cannot be meant of 
ift is plain; becauſe Chriſt can ſay to his 
Members IF. Pave no "need of ou. As 40 
© Hea 


from him to appoint others: No Man taketh 


| . 
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Head is the Source and Fountain of Animal 
Life to the Body, whence all the Members de- 
rive Spirits and Motion; ſo alſo is Chriſt the 
Fountain of Internal Spiritual Life to the 
Church. And the Head, conſider d thus as a 


Principle of Life, exerts theſe internal Powers, 


without the Aſſiſtance of the other Members. 
But when the Head is conſider'd as a Member 
of the Body, to all its External Operations it 
has need of the other Members. Ini this View 


therefore it muſt be conſider d by the Apoſtle, 


when he tells us, The Head cannot ſay to the 


Feet I have no need of you, and conſequent- 


ly, to preſerve any Analogy in the Similitude, 
he muſt mean that ſome Perſons in the Church, 
though with reſpect to Chriſt they are equal- 
ly Members with others; yet with reſpe& to 
the other Parts of this Society, they have the 


ſame Preheminence, that the Head has over 


the other Members of the Body. 


And ſo when the Church is compared to 


the Houſhold of an abſent Maſter, ſome Ser- 
vants 'are repreſented as placed in Superior 
Truſts over the reſt, To give them Meat in due 
Seaſon, &c. And the fame will appear in all 


other Alluſions made uſe of in Scripture 
Of theſe Powers tis in general to he ob- 


ſerv'd, That no Authority can belong to any 
Member of Chriſt's Church, but what is de- 
rived from Chriſt the Supreme Head of it, ei- 
ther by his own immediate Commiſſion, or 
by the Ordination of thoſe who had Power 


this 


5 Abs Honour to himſelf, * he wk; 15 bone of 
theſe ways call d f Gol. 
The particular Powers Hy which tune Su- 
periors were aalen from other Perſons, 
were, af i 

23 #% Authority ae the Gol del. 
pe Teach others. That this was a Part of 
tlie: Commiſſton given to the Miniſtry, is evi- 
dent: For tlius our Lord ſent forth the Se- 
venty to Preach to the Citier of Fudea a); the 
Commiſſion of the Apoſtles was inlarg'd, to 
Teach all Nations ( Sti Paul tells Timothy, 
that he was ordain d and appointed a Preacher 
(e) and Tracher of the Gentiles (d). And not 
only the Apoſtles; but the ordinary Officers 
of the Church were diſtimguiſh'd by this Com- 
miſſion: Whence — (A) is commonly 
apply d to them; and that they ſhould be 
MA lie (. and ingvo (f), or me Wun (g 
Mc, is required, among the principal Qua- 
Aifications of thoſe who were n d 0 the 
Miniſtr 7. 6 
And though all Chriſtians: are 1 
to teach and admoniſb one anbt her (H, yet, that 
this Office was committed to the Miniſizy with 
diſtinct Powers, appears from St. Paul's De- 
termination, that none could Preach as 4 Mi- 
n 9 — be Was 3 _ b ee 
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. Secondly; The Miniſters of the Church were 
appointed by Chriſt to preſide in the publick 
Offices of Religion, to offer up the Prayers of 
the Congregation to God, and interceed with 
him to ſend down his Graces and Bleſſings 
upon them; and agreeably the twenty-four El- 
ders in the Revelations, who are by all Com- 
mentators acknowledg'd to ſignify the Chri- 
ſtian Miniſtry *,' are repreſented as having 
every one f them golden Vials of Incenſe (a), 
which are explained to be the Prayers of the 
Saints. And that a ſpecial Efficacy may be 
expected from Prayers addreſſed to God thro' 


their Miniſtry, is evident from that Direction 


of St. James, I. any Man fitk among you's 
Let bim call fur the Elders of the Church ;\ and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with Oil 


in the Name of the Lord : And the Prayer of 


Faith ſhall fave the Sich, and the Lord ſball 
rai ſa him hb; and if he bas committed Sins, 


they ſball be: forgiven him (Hh. To the Mini- 


ſters alſo of the Church were committed the 
Office of | Baptiſm (c), and the Conſecration 
of the Lords: Supper (d). wh 

And that beſides this Authority of Teach- 
ing, and Miniſtring in the publick Offices of 


Religion, the Superiors of the Church had a 


Power alſo of Rule and Government may be 
collected, not only from the Apoſtles Exerciſe 
of this Power in their own Perſons, but alſo 


* — —_ — 


R 1 71 21 a , 11 a Pot 
Vid. Grat. in Loc. and in Rev. iv. 10. (a) Rev. v. S. 
(50 Jam. Ve 14, 13. (c) Matt. xxviii. 19. (d) 1 Cor, xi. 23. 
rect from 
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from the Commiſſions and Orders given to 
ſuch Officers as they appointed in the Church. 
Thus St. Paul directs Timothy not only to 
teach certain Duties, but command them (a). 
Titus is impowerd to Rebuke with Aut hori- 
ty (b). The Angels or Biſhops of the Churches 


1 * 


in Aſia are blamed for not exerciſing Aut hori- 


ty (e). Among the Elders alſo, ſome are di- 
ſtinguiſh'd as ruling or preſiding well, x e 
. mga (4). St. Paul commands the Corin- 
thians, to ſubmit themſelves to Stephanas, and 
to every one who helped him, and labour'd in 


the Miniſtry of the Saints (e). He aſcribes 
alſo a Power of Judgment to the Superiors of 


that Church, Do nor he Fudge them that are 
wit hin () ? The Church among the Hebrews 
is commanded, to remember them who bad 


Rule over them (g.; To obey thoſe who were 


appointed to Rule over them (8), 


I know it. has been pretended, that the 


word HyswnG@, uſed by the Apoſtle in the 
two Places laſt referr'd to, does not imply any 


Character of - Authority, but ſignifies merely 
Guides, Perſons who were to lead the Flock 


by their Doctrine and Example, but without 


any Power to command. It happens indeed, 
that the Words Leader or Guide ate not pro- 
per Appellations of any Office of Power 
among us, as the Greek Words H) & or 


1 4 8 1 13 2 - — 7 . +. © I - » 8. A) 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 11. (6) Tit. ii. 18. (0 Rev. ii. (Cd) 1 Tin. 
V. 17. (©) 1 Cor. xvi. Is, 16, 1 Or. v. 12. (28 Hb. 
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"Hy4uey, and Dux which tranſlates them in 
Latin, were in thoſe Languages. But that 
Hy . was | commonly: uſed to ſignify a 
Perſon veſted with Authority, might be ſhewn 
from the beſt Greek-Writets, But there is no 
Occaſion to look farther for the Meaning of 
it here, than to the Text it ſelf. The Apo- 
file commands the Hebrews to be Obedient 
and Subject to them, mw%0S 2, d Now 
Sub jection and Authority are Correlatives, nei- 
ther can it be imagin d, the Apoſtle would re- 
quire them to be ſubject to Perſons who had 
no Authority over them. And therefore, if 
we. put Guides in the place of Rulers, the 
Senſe will not be alter'd, fince they are ſuch 
Guides as Men are bound to ſubmit to and 
obey. Suppoſe then there were leſs Reaſon, 
than appears. from the known Uſe of the 
Word; to tranſlate it Rilers z yet the Tranſ- 
laters have led us into no Miſtake by aue 
them ſo, ſince ſuch Authority as is contende 
for, is aſcribed to theſe Guides; and the ear- 
lieſt Hiſtories of the Church aſſure us, that 
5 Authority was accordingly exerciſed by 
them 5 | 1 4 
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Superiors ih his Church, with Autho- 
y not on oy to Teath and Miniſter inn it, but 
. to Rule and Govern it, is a "Concluſion 
we maß venture to refume, and proceed to in- 
Juire more diſtinctly, into che Nature and : 
F019 of theſe Powers, and, | 
Firſt, It is evident that their CoMntiſſcn 1 toll 
Preach and Teach others muſt vive al Autho- 

rity to their Doctrine, Which canhot belong to 

others not Partakers of the ſame Commiſſion. 
Thus our Lord tells the Seventy when he ſent 
ew forth to preach the Goſpel, He that bear- 
eth you Bedrock me (a): They are Byibuſſaclorr 

Wor e e of Chrift (Y, 2 the Meſſage 

which They deliver demands Reverence and 
Submiſſion on account of that high Cha- 

racter. 
Not that They have an ab ohate unlimited 

Auer to declare what They pleaſe to be 
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the Word of God, or to add to of diminiſh 
one tittle from their Inſtructions. This 


would net be Preaching the Doctrines, or de- 


claring the will of Chriſt, but Preaching them- 
ſelves. (a), and uſurping the Supremacy of 
their Maſter. What Doctrine are taught and 
delivered in the Scripture, thoſe and thoſe on- 
ly have they Authority to Preach and Teach 
in the Name of Chriſt; but hecauſe They 
cannot execute this Office without judging from 
Scripture what Doctrines Chriſt has command - 
ed them to Teach, and the Extent of their 
Authority as Teachert depends upon the Au- 
thority of thoſe Incer pretation of Scripture, by 
which they form this Judgment of their Duty, 
it is neceflary- to inquire, how far this Office 
gives them Authority to interpret Scripture. 

That they have a Right to interpret Scrip- 
ture for their -own Direction in the diſcharge 
of this Office, muſt be acknowledged, be- 
cauſe in this they act upon a level with other 
Chriſtians, and as immediate Subjects o 

Chriſt. And ff every Chtiſtian as a Subject 
of Chriſt has a Right to conſult and inter- 
pret Scripture, in order to judge what Duties 
are required from him in his Station, the 
Miniſtets of the Church cannot be excluded 
from this general Right of judging in their 
Station, What the Scriptutes require them to 
Teach, as the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſt. 


And ſo far as every private CHriſtiahs Inter- 
pretation is a juſt Authority fer him to act 
on; ſo, far is the Interpretation of! the Mini- 
ſter an Authority for; him toi Teuab W hat 
appears to him to be tlie Doctrine of Chriſt.) 
The great Queſtion is, How fr his Interpre- 
tations of Scripture have Anthorityitb-oblige+ 
others to; receive what he teachey as the Do- 


ctrine of Chriſt, and to Believe and Practice 


according to them. Now]. mm 01155945 30 
1. As ſome Doctrinescuf Chriſt are ſo plain, 
that uo Chriſtian is excuſed who miſſakes and 


acts contrary to the Meaning of them; ſo 


with reſpect to theſe ꝑlain Hoctrines, mo Au- 
thority on Earth, nor even an Angel from 


Heaven ean impoſe a-contrary: Interpretation: 


on us. And when,;our;Paſtor teaches: theſe: 
Do4rines in the ſame' Senſe in whieh we un- 
derſtand them, tis indeed à great Confirmati- 
on to our Judgment, to find it agreeable to 
his Sentiments, who is commiſſioned to in- 
ſtruct us. But in this he does not act ꝓroper- 
ly with any Authority, he does not determine 
vur Belief or Practice, but only inculcates 
to us, and reminds us of what we ackttow-- 
kedg d before. But; mill In bogen oor 
2. Some Doctrines of Chriſt are, to many 
of his Diſciples, of difiault or doubt ful Inter- 
pretation, the Knowledge: or Underſtanding of 
which, though it may nat he in general and 
abſolutely neceſſary, yet the particular Occa- 
ſions of Action may require ſuck Perſons to 
conſult theſe Precepts, and inform themſelves 
SUN OE 98 in 
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in the! Meaning of them. Now in theſe 
Doubts and Dit culties} their proper Recourſe 


is to their Piſtdrs' and Teachers, wlio are ap- 


pointed for the Per of the Saints, for 
re Edifying of ihe" — Cbriſt (a). ogy 
When tte Reaſons given by the Paſtor for his 
Interpretation, are equal to thoſe ſuggeſted by 
our own Mind for a different Senſe, his 


Judgment ought to beoſubmitted to by us. 


And that: not only for Reaſons of Arudenes 
and ( Diſeretion, as becàuſe of his particular 
Study and Application, his ſuperiour Know- 
ledge, @4 but from an Obligation of Conſci- 
ence to his Commiſſion and Authority. For 


in this; Caſe, we do not ſubmit our Reaſon 


or our Faith to him; but the :Reaſons are 
fuppoſed equal, and tlie Conteſt is wholly be- 
tween our Authority and his, and conſequent- 
17 ouglit to be determined i in Favour of the 
Superiour. bini, 

Tbituly, Our Submiſſion to the Judgmede 1 
our Paſtors is rather more a Duty, when from 
only equal Reaſons produced by any /other 
Perſons, we: are ſollicited to receive an In- 

terpretation contrary to Theirs, not only be- 
eauſe the one is under no particular Obliga- 
tion to lead ps right, and may more reaſonably 
be ſuſpteted of an Intention to ſeduce us than 
our Paſtor, who is appointed to watch for our 
Souls (B and i is particularly accountable to 


b 
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555 17 . direction he gives us: But bes 
cauſe the Paſtor-has a Commiſſion from Chriſt 
to Guide and Inſtruct us, and tlie other has 
none; and where other Motives are equal, 
'ris certainly our Duty rather to Hearken to 
the Voice of our proner Shepherd, than. the 
voice of Strangers (a))... gal 
The Reaſons of Prudente which lads 
us in all ſuch Caſes to ſubmit to the Pepe 
of our Paſtors; are N p ge But 
in compliance with theſe, we doi not} proper: 
ly ſubmit to the Autbarity of their Commiſſion, 
hut ac upon the ſame Motives of Diſcretion; 
which. in all other Difficulties determine us to 


follow the direction of Others more capable of 


Judging than our ſelves,” But where the com | 
mon Reafons of Aſſent are equal, the Submiſr 
fion of our Judgment is manifeſtly paid to 
their Authority and in every bucluCalt. is cer 
tainly due to it. 400112 112 
More Authority than this we do not claim 
to tie Miniſters df the Church as out! Teach- 
eri, Where the Meaning of Scripture is plain 
and evident, whetlier we collect this Evidence 
from our own Neaſoning, or from Arguments 

offer d by other Men, no Authority muſt be 
Aich zere in. Contradiction to its hecauſe no 
Authority can be an Argument of equal 
Weight, with the plain Evidence of the thing. 


Fur" Where che Diſpute. is only 55-4 one 
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Authopity and another, between the Autho- 
rity of our proper Paſtor, and the Authority 
of our own Opinion, or the Opinion of one 
who would ſeduce us from him, the Commiſ- 
fion of the former ought to give a Preference 
to his Judgment. * kris Iran ban 264395 
With leſs Authority than this, tis impoſſi - 
ble the? Mmiſters of the Church ſhould exe- 
cute the Duties of their Station as Teachers, 
or fulfil the Ends for which they were or- 
dain d to that Office. We are aſſured one 
reat End of their Inſtitution was, That we 
ld n more be toſſed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the 
flight of Men and cunning Craftineſs, whereby 
they he in mait to deceive (a), But if their 
Doctrine is of no more Authority than any 
other Perſon's Sentiments, we are ſtill as lia- 
ble to be carried about with every Wind of 
DoBrime, and ſuduced by Deceivers, as if They 
had never been appointed. He who lies in 
out v deceive, is as much to be behiev'd as 
They are, and Chriſtians are under no more 
Obligation to follow their Directions than his. 
What they teach is, upon this Suppoſition, no 
fartker to be regarded than as tis ſupported by 
their Reaſons, and can therefore have no 
more Weight than what any other Man 
teaches, and muſt have had juſt the ſame if 
they had never been ordain d. And conſe- 
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n Chriſtians are no more ſecured from 
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If it be ſaid, that this Inſtitution of a Mi- 
niſtry was no otherwiſe intended to prevent 
Error and Hereſy, than by appointing Per- 
ſons under particular Obligations to watch 
and apply the Reaſons that ſupport the Truth 
upon Particular occaſions of Danger to any 
part of the Flock. I wou'd obſerve, that 
from, this Conceſſion, appears the Wiſdom of 
this Inſtitution, by which even the Weak and 
the Negligent are in ↄ great meaſure ſecured 
from Danger, and all who are willing to apply 


for direction, are provided with an eaſy Recourſe 
to one of ſuperiour Knowledge. But ſtill this 


Proviſion wou'd be ineffectual if the Seducer 
had the ſame Authority, and were to be heard 
with the ſame Submiſſion as the Paſtor. 
There will always be a great Number 
among the Inferiours of the Church, to 
whom thoſe Characters given by the Apoſtle 
will belong, Children, in underſtanding (a), 
Weak in Faith (), Unlearned (c), Unſtilful 
in the Word of Righteouſneſs (d), Whoſe ſenſes 
are not Exerciſed to diſcern between Good 
and Evil (e). And tis evident to Experi- 
ence, that the Generality of theſe Perſons 
Who are very little capahle of Argument or 

Deduction, take the Meaſures of their Dut 
in much the greater Part of their Belief a 1 
VOIR. I Ir a rr re mmntratt => 
r 
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| | "Shs $f, 


rror hy ſuch Appointment, than they were 
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Practice, merely from Authority. + Nay if we 
attentively conſider the Diviſions of Mankind 
upon any Controverſy, paſt or preſent, we 
ſhall ſoon be convinced, that the far great: 
er number of Partiſans on either fide are not 
ingaged by the Truth or Evidence of Argu- 
ment, but by Motiyes of Reverence or Aver- 
fion--to thoſe, Who appear the Principals: in 
the Debate. Thus it always was with the 
Bulk. of Mankind, and after all our fine Declas 
mations on the Liberty of human-Undexſtand- 
ing, thus it always will be. Now we allow; 
tis the Duty of every Man, as far as he is 
able and the direction of the Law reaches, to 
compare his conduct with the Law of Chriſt, 
and to be determin'd in all Queſtions to ad- 
here to that which appears moſt agreeable to 
that Rule. But ſince in all difficult Queſti- 
ons, a great Part of Mankind are not capable, 
and a much greater are negligent of making 
à regular Inquiry, and both theſe in the Event 
Will always be determin d by Authority. All 
we contend for is, That in ſuch Caſes the 
Judgment of their proper and lawful Miniſter 
ſhould be preferr:d before that of any other 
Perſon, The Commiſſion of an appointed 
Guide cannot demand from us leſs Reſpect 
than this; thus much muſt be concluded even 
from that Interpretation of *Hyzwws@. in the 
Text before conſider d, which was intended 
to be leaſt favourable to the Power of the 
Miniſters. For tis plain, ſome Authority is 
there aſcribed to them, becauſe others are com- 
8 | . manded 


nd nnd. 


8 


— ch hy and ſlubmis 'to tien! If theres 
re their Office 


ding or Leading, : this. Authority-muſt" be al. 
lowd themins* Guides: and Leaders ;, and if 
they have any Authority as Aifeinguird by 


theſe Characters, they une (# qobta Fo than 


we have aſcribed to them. | 30H ett 
It is indeed abfurd to im any Perſon 
appointed by the Commiſſi Soy a 2 Lis =o t 
be 2 Guide to others . — thus Toby 22 
rbority. „Fer chat ſignifies his Commiſſion to 
Guide us; if we are as muell at Wee 
follow: our own Bris] or to be gu 
par is Guide mall attempt to lead us a Way 
manifeftly: contrary to his known Inſtructions, 
e are obliged not to follow him: Or if we 
Have probable Reaſons to ſuſpect either that 
„e has miſtaken his Way himfelf, or induſtri- 
duſſy defig gase cidead + us," we may with" Hu- 
8 fugget our  Apprehenfions + : And for 
greater Certainty, Inquire of other credi- 
ble Perſons whom we meet. And if great 


Number of theſe aſſure us We are out of our 


way, and agree in dire@ing us to ſome other 

and fupport their Opinion and Directien wit 
$001 Reaſors ;/ we may eonelude, we are miſ- 
ed, and if our Guide will not hearken to 
ele Reafons, tis our Duty to leave him ſo 
as he thus errs, how much ſoever it may 
5 us to his Difpleaſ ure. But if we take 
upon us to oppoſe our own mere Opinion to 
his Judęment, or follow every idle * 
who 


implies no inbre than Gu 


one elſe as we ere before. A ar 


oer 


. \ e * > » 


who calls us whe 1 way, or 5 * Aube 
rity of any other Perſon, though equally cre- 
dible with him; we defeat the very End of 
his Commiſſion, and are guilty, of R Rebellian 
Ree” abet eee 2 1 

us. e 10 
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12 HE Authority 1 we aſeribe 0 ths 

1 Kulers of the Church under. this OW 
C their Office, is, 

. That they are ſet apart and diſtinguiſk 4 
from the reſt of the Congregation, \ as. the 
proper Perſonz to offer up ; the. Prayers and 
Supplications of the People to God. 
bat in the publick Worſhip of the Con- 

gregation, ſome; Perſons ſhould; preſide over 
theixeſt, is not only agreeable. to Order and 
Decency, bur required by the Nature of the 
Action it ſelf, For it cannot be conceived, 
how an Aſſembly of Men can unite in theix 
Devotions, any other way than by joining 
with ſome one Perſon who offers up Prayers 

on the hehalf of the whole. Aſſembly, That 
the Miniſters af the Church were the Perſons 
panics: to this Office, I before ed 


r 
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And Hnce tis reaſonable ito - believe chat the 


Prayers of the Faithful are more ace acceptable. 
to God when offer d in the Manner which 
He has preſcribed,” it maſt: follow that our! 
Prayers will mpre effectually derive the Bleſ- 


ſings of God upon us when offer d thus 'ac- 


cording to his:Inſtitution by Perſons appoin- 
ted by Him to this Office, than when pre- 
ſented by any. Fact, Perſ 4 thus appoin- 
ted. 8 Cc Equently) kee to 85 

unted of a the Ordinary viſihle Intercłſſo 
5 the Huch; Or, Hy f the 525 ath — 

ave expreſs'd 'themfelbes Heid ral * 
between God and his Peoples 

For tho Chriſt be our only teen 
Heaven, the only Prieſt who' by the Mer 0 
of that Oblation of bimſelf — 80 fer d 1 
ceeds for us with God, and prevails for ad- 
ceptance and ſucceſs to our Prayers, yet has 
h&ordain'd/ithatitheſe Prayers fhou' d ber öf⸗ 
fer'd in his Church by the publick Miniſters 
of his Religions, Them- has he appointed to 
Diterceed fon his Pebple in his Nas and to 
Ple91 his Merits and Satisfiktion in their hes: 
half, Al Chriſtians" indeed are commanded: 
to pray for one another, and whenever they 
do ſe o "hey are properly Iitercgſſoro for one 


Another; but this Office private | Chriſtians 


are to perform in the Cloſet or the Family. 
In Publick Ade of Worſhip this Office be- 
longs to the Miniſter as the: Mouth of the 


Congregation. -- And therefore with the ſame 
Fropriaty y that private Chriſtians, who- I 
{Ct 8 


God according to their Station for the Hap- 
pineſs of their Brethren, may be ſaid to be 

Interceſſors for them, The Miniſters may be 
call'd the Publick Interceſſors of the Church. 
The” ordinary Officers by whom the Prayers 
of the Congregationare preſented to God, and 
conſequently the Perſons by whoſe Miniſtry 
the Bleſſings pray'd for by the Congregation 
are ordinarily and regularly to be obtain 
from God. ann, TEES To & 

2. Another Branch of their Authority in 
the publick Offices of Religion is the Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, That this. was 
ſpecially committed to them is evident from 
tlie Scriptures before cited. It is not, I think, 
pretended by any Chriſtian, that the Conſe- 
cration of the Euchariſt belongs to any but 
the Miniſtry; much Diſpute indeed has been 
Tais'd concerning the Validity of Baptiſm 
given by private Chriſtians: But witliout 
entring into the Merits of that Controverſy, 
tis ſufficient to my preſent Purpoſè to ob- 
ſerve, 1. That the Scriptures plainly and ex- 
preſsly commit tlie Adminiſtration of this Sa- 
crament to the Miniſtry, ' 2. That they no 
where expreſsly commit it to any other Per- 
ſons. 3. That they who contend for the 
Validity of Lay-Baptiſm allow it to be Irre. 
gular: and that tho' the Act when done is 
valid, yet the Perſon had no Authority to do 
it; from which Conceſſion it follows that 
this Office properly and regularly belongs to 
the Miniſfers of the Church, and 8 
poet 8 | ON * 
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ation of it. Which 5 & much as 1 an 
here concern d co bete e i e 
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"CHAP: VI. 


the Viſible Rulers of the Church, 


. Mong 5 3 . to the 5 
7 — of the Church, we are to ac- 

wledge their Authority to male Laws ; 
but under theſe Limitations, chat they relate 
oll to Eternal, and are not erf 
10 the * of Chriſt. 

- As to Internal oer of bis 
Gervarits riſt has left ſo full and preciſe 
a Rule, that no Authority, on Earth can 
add to or ; diminiſh from it. 3 _ 


ever External Ordinances he las oin- 


ted to his Church, he has not — any 
of his Miniſters with Authority to cevenie of 
alter. But with regard to the Viſhle Action 
He has given Authority to the Rulers of his 
Church to injoyn ſuch a Manner of perform- 
Ing his Commands, as may promote Decency, 
Peace and Edification : And as far as may 
be conducive'to the ſame Ends, to Preſcnbe 
or Prohibit ſuch other Actions alſo as are in 
their nature Indifferent (i. 6.) neither com- 
manded nor forbidden by Hime + gy: 
Thus 
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Tphus we find e Hound at Feruſelem, 10 
Reaſons of Prace and Expediente, prohibited 
Things ſtrang lud, an Blodd (a) St. Paul alſo 
gave Laws or Rules to the Corint hiame, Not 
the greater Decency of tlieir Publick Aſſem. 
blies—-That Women hou a" not Speak in theme 
That they ſbou d be cover d (c), andfor 
the more ordefly "Celebration of the Lord * 
Supper d 
It has buen od ed indeed to th Argu- 
ment, That the Power of the Apoſtles Was 
Extraordinary, That they were infullibly and 
immedintely directed by the Holy Spin, and 
conſequently that it cannot be inferr'd from 
their Practice, that the Ordinary Governours 
of the Church have this Power of preſeri- 
bing Rules, Ge. Before we proceed therefore 
it concerns us to remove this Objection. Now 
"tis acknowledg de. 1 
I. That all thoſe Mir avilhur Powers that 
were given to the Apoſtles for the Cotwerſion 
of the World were Ertraudinury, and no 
Part of that Authority which was derivd 
their Ordination on their Subſtitutes an 
Succeffors :- But that They actually commit- 
ted to the Ordinary Rulers of the Church 
ſuch Powers as we contend for, has in part 
been ſhewn already; and I ſhall endeavour 
farther to aſſert by ire Proofs. From which 
Proofs it muſt allo 43 that beſide thoſe 
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22 and Temporary 1 which 
were Perſonal, the Apoſtles were alſo inveſted 
with an Ordinary Communicable Authority of 
the ſame Extent. with what we now claim, 
fince they cou d not tranſmit to others an 
Authority which they had not receiv d hem 
ſelves. \} 

2. That the Apoſiles 1 in- All, _ even, in 
theſe Ordinary Parts of their Office, were 
aſſiſted with-a Meaſure of the Divine Spirit 
not afterwards eontinued to the Church, is 
eaſily granted; They were the Maſter-buil- 
ders, who were firſt to form and Model this 
Society: And not only the Pattern according 
to which it was to be framed; but many of 
thoſe Rules alſo, which they preſcribed oe 
the external Order and Edification of it; we 
believe were dictated to them by the Spirit. 
But the ſame Promiſe of the Spirit is ex- 
tended alſo to their Succeſſors unto the End of 
zbe World; and e are aſſured is fulfilled to 
them in ſuch Gifts as are neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve and continue that Order to the Church | 
in which the Apoſtles left it. 

But let-us conſider a little more: attentively 
the Weight of this Objection as it affects 
the Legiſlature of the Chiaech, The Medium 
by hehe it attempts to diſparage our Infe- 
9 from the Practice of the Apoſtles, 1s--- 
That the Apoſtles were immediately directed 
by the Spirit to make Laws and obs for 
the ont ward Peace and Order of the Church: 
TRA: (ſay the Objecters) it cannot be 
concluded 


* xs „ n " * 3 
concluded from their Precedent, that other 
Perſons, not, ſo diredted, have Authority to 
make ſuch Rules, G. 


og - 


But I beg leave to, obſerve, That the moſt 
obvious Concluſions from the Apoſtles being 
immediately directed by the Spirit to Rakes 
ſuch Laws and Rules for the outward Peace 
and Order of the Church; Are, | 
1. That the outward Peace and Order of 
the Church are, in the Judgment of the Holy 
Spirit, Things to be provided for by the Go- 
JJ 8 5 
2. That ſuch Kind of Rules and Preſcri- 
ptions as the Apoſtle gave, are the beſt Means 
to preſerve theſe Bleſſings to the Church. 
. Now the outward Peace and Order of the 
Church will always require the Care and Su- 
perintendence of ſome Perſons to provide fot 
it. And ſince the Apoſtles, the Governours 
of the Church at that Time, were by the 
Holy Spirit appointed to this Care, this ſeems 
a Divine Deſignation of the Governours of 
the Church as the proper Perſons to whom 
this ſhou'd at all times Belong. And if this 
be allow'd a Part of their Office, by what 
better and more effectual Proviſions can they 
diſcharge this Office, than by the ſame to 
which the Infallible Wiſdom of God dire- 
Qed the Apoſtles, vis. by Preſcribing ſuch 
Rules as {hall from time to time appear cori- 
ducive to Peace and Order. 5 
It may perhaps be ſaid that the Rules preſcri- 
bed by the Apoſtles were b to be a _ 
26h and 


66 oe he . Vie 


and perpetual Proviſion for theſe Ends to all A- 
ges of the Church, and that no Perſon may pre- 
{ume to Preſcribe any other without the ſame 
immediate Direction of the Spirit which they had. 
But if the Rules preſcribed by the Apo- 
ſtles were intended to be à full and perpernal 
Proviſion for the Peace and Order of the 
Church in all Ages, then theſe Rules are to 
remain of perpetual Uſe and Obligation to 
tlie Church in all Ages: But on the con- 
trary tis manifeſt hare a great Part of thoſe 
Rules were only a Temporary Proviſion adap- 
ted to the preſent State and Exigences of thoſe 
Churches to which they were directed, as it 
muſt appear, to any one who obſerves the 
Rules given by St. Paul to the Church at 
Corinth ;, the greater Part of which were pro- 
per only for the State which that Church 
was then in, not yet ſettled under a Regular 
Miniſtry, but governd and inſtructed by Per- 
ſons Occaſionally and Extraordinarily fd 
red; and accordingly the Uſe and Obligation 
of thoſe Rules have not heen thought by 
any, except a few Enthuſiaſts, to extend far- 


ther than to the particular Circumſtances of 


that Church to which they were given. And 
the moſt natural Inference, from the Apo- 
ſtles being directed by the Spirit to provide 
for the Peace and Order of the Church by 
ſuch Rules as were adapted to the particular 
State and Exigences of it in their time, is, 
That tis the Will of God, that their Suc- 
ceſſors in the Government of the 3 
ou'd 
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ſhou'd follow their Example, and preſcribe 
ſuch-Rules as appear conducive to theſe Ends 


in the particular State and Circumſtances o 


the Church in their time, | 4 


- 7 Q 


- 
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So far as any Rules given by the Apoſtles 
are at any time, and in any Circumſtances of 
the Church, conducive to theſe Ends; ſo far 
they are of Force and Obligation: But when 
tliro the different Circumſtances of the Church, 
they either obſtruct theſe Ends, or are no lon- 
ger neceſſary to promote them, the Divine in- 
tention in preſcribing them is more effectually 
comply d with by their Repeal, than by their 
Continuance. And agreeably the Rules given 

by St, Paul to the Corinthians for Praying an, 

Propheſying by turns, &c; which were expe- 
dient for that Church in the State it was then 


under, when a regular Miniſtry came to be 


eſtabliſh'd would have diſturb'd that Peace and 


Order which they were intended to promote. 
And ſo the Decree, prohibiting things ſtran- 
led and Blood, when it appear'd no longer 
neceſlary to avoid Offence to the Jem, was 


by the ſucceeding Ages of the Church an- 


 nulFd, Notwitliſtanding the Apoſtle ſays He 
wrote the Former by the Commandment of the 


Lord (a), and the Litter is expreſsly called a 
Decree of the Holy Ghoſt (H). So that the earli- 
eſt and beſt Ages of the Church did not think 
the Rules given by the Apoſtles perpetually 
Binding, notwithſtanding the Divine direction 
by which they were preſcribed : or indeed 
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(4) 1 Cori Xiv. 37. ( b) Ads xv. 289. 
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to * of any farther Obligation than as s the 
Reaſons for which they were preſcrib'd conti- 
nued to require them; But that when theſe 
Reaſons ceas'd, the Governours of the Church 


had Authority, by the Ordinary Power com- 


mitted to Them, to Sunerſede of Repeal them: 
And ſince tlie fame Authority! is required to 
Repeal a Law as to Enact it, tis manifeſt 
To Mohit the ſame Authority by which 
the Apoſtles made theſe Laws, was tranſmit- 
ted to Them; (i. e.) That the Apoſtles in 
| theſe Inſtances. acted only by. the ſame Ordi- 
nary Power which they delivers down to 
them, tho' They (the Apoſtles) were in a 
more particular manner aſſiſted and directed 


by the Spirit in the Exerciſe of i it: And that 


when theſe Extraordingry Aﬀſiftances ceas'd, 
the Ordinary Power did neverthelefs remain: 
And that it was their Right and their Duty 


to exerciſe it, according to the beſt of their 


| Diſcretion, as the emergent Exigences of the 


Church requir'd, without waiting for that 
mmediate and ſpecial P- rein of. the Vit 


by which the Apoſtles acted. 

From what has been offer d i in re plz «to this 
Objection I obſerve, that ſuppoſing 25 Truth 
of what 1s ſuggeſtcl i in it, That the Apoſtles 
in preſcribing. theſe. Rules adted always by 
the immediate Direction of. the Spirit, and 
that none but the Apoſtles,during their Lives, 
were allow'd to preſcribe them, which are as 
full Conceſſions as can be defired” ; yet upon 
theſe Conceſſions 8, it will not follow that the 

ſucceeding 
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ſucceeding Governours of the Church are ex- 
duded from this Power. How weak and in- 
concluſive then muſt this Ohje&ion appear if 
neither of theſe Suppoſitions is true? 
As to the Firſt, tis manifeſt St. Paul deli- 
ver'd Rules which he expreſsly tells us were 
not the Direction of the Spirit To the reſt 
ſpeak I not the Lord, IF any Brother hath a 
Wife that believeth not, and ſhe be pleas'd to 
dwell with him, «let him not put her away(a). 
Here we ſee He ſpeaks in the Style of Au- 
thority--Let Him not put her away; and to the 
Woman, Let Her not leave Him. But in preſcrib- 
ing thefe Orders, it muſt be allow'd that He 
ated only in Virtue of his General Commiſ- 
ſion, as a Ruler of Chriſt's Church, by which 
He was authoriſed to make any ſuch Laws as 
He ſaw convenient, provided they were not 
contrary to the Laws of Chriſt, So that tis 
plain, the Apoſtles preſcribed Rules for which 
They had not the expreſs Direction f the 
Spirit; and ſince the Ordinary Governours of 
the Church are not denicd to have as much 
Authority as the Apoſtles in all things in 
which They were not inſpired, or which did 
not relate to their Miſſion to convert the 
World, their Precedent muſt in theſe Inſtan- 
ces be acknowledg'd concluſive for this Power 
in the Ordinary Miniſtry. 

But Secondly, The Inſtances are numerous 
in Scripture in which this Authority was ex- 
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erciſed by Perſons who were not Apoſtles, 
In the ee at Feruſalem, not only the 
Apoſtles, but the Elders concurr'd in the De- 
crees of that Aſſembly (2). St. Paul ſends 4 
general Direction to the Church at Corinth, 
t all Things be done decently and in order (b); 

but the preſcribing ſuch particular Rules as 
ſhould be neceſſary to that end, he leaves to 
the Superiors of that Church. And ſo he 
informs Titus, that it was a Part of his Com- 

miſſion in Crete, to Set in Order the Things 
that were wanting (c), which muſt imply an 
Authority to make ſuch Rules as he in his 
Diſcretion ſhould think conducive to that Or- 
der which was wanting; ſo that others alfo 
who were not Apoſtles, exerciſed this Au- 
thority with their Approbation. And con- 
ſequently, the ordinary Governours of the 
Church have ſufficient Ground from Scrip- 
ture for the Right they claim to preſcribe 
ſuch Rules; though it ſhould be granted, this 
Power could not be inferr'd from the Practice 
of the Apoſtles themſelves. And ſince this 
Power was given to theſe Perſons by the 
Apoſtles, their being immediately directed by 
che Spirit, proves that it was the Direction of 
the Spirit, that they ſhould have this Power. 
As to the Extent of this Legiſlative Power of 
the Church I before limited it to Externals,and 
to fuch Actions as are either commanded or 
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left undetermin d by Chriſt. It cannot extend 
to any Action forbidden by Chriſt, or to im- 
poſe any Law on the Conſcience, or preſcribe 
any Thing to the Faith or Practice of Men 
as a Condition of Salvation. The Rulers of 
the Church, therefore, as Legiſlators; may not 
concern themſelves with the inward Belief of 
the Mind, or the ſecret Grace of the Heart 
in their Laws, nor affix the Penalty of Dam- 
nation to the Tranſgreſſions of them: Theſe 
are the peculiars of Chriſt's Aurhority, -but 
their Power is limited to the External Action, 
and this External Performance is not required 
by their Law as neceſſary to Salvation, but 
as neceffary to Men's Admiſſion or Continu- 
ance in the Churches ourward Communion. 
They Teach indeed, that the inward Belief 
of certain Truths, and the inward Obedience 
of the Soul in moral Duties, are neceſſary to 
Salvation. But this is the Doctrine, and not 
the Law of the Church. As a Law, tis re- 
ferr'd wholly to the Authority of Chriſt : But 
theſe Things the Church teaches, and 1s ob- 
liged to Teach, becauſe it believes them ta be 
eflential Parts of Chriſtian Religion. 5 
But with Regard to the External Obſer- 
vance of all Chriſt's Commands, and as Terms 
of outward Communion, the Governours of 
the Church may ordain Laws or Rules, and 
injoin ſuch Actions as are agreeable to Chriſt's 
Laws, and prohibit ſuch as are contrary to 
them. They may order the Times of publick 
Prayers and Faſts, and the Behaviour to be 
VET ee obſerved 
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obſerved in ch ; They may dire& * pub- 
lick Exerciſe of our Charity, and other mo- 
ral Duties: And with reſpect to Faith and 
Doctrine, ſince the publick Profæſſion and Teach- 
ing of thoſe are External Ads, they properly 
fall within the Direction of the Church, and 
accordingly the Rulers of it may injoin the 
publick Profeſſion of ſuch Articles, and the 
publick Teaching of ſuch Doctrines as are 
_ agreeable*to Scripture, and forbid ſuch: as are 
: contrary” wtf. i: 
*-To. this Branch of their Office. indeed it 
has been objected, that it implies an Autho- 
xity of interpreting Scripture prejudicial to 
our Rights, as rational Men and Chriſtians, 
to judge for our ſelves what we are to believe 
and profeſs; and to the Right of every Teach- 
er of the Goſpel, to judge for himſelf what 
he is to teach. And becauſe. the Legiſlature 
of the Church in theſe Points — been 
thought to be very much affected by this Ob- 
jection, it may be of uſe to ganſider it a little 
More diſtintly, — - | 
How far the Rulers of che 3 a8 
Teachers, liave Authority to direct the in- 
ward Aſſent of the Mind, has been conſider d 
and ſtated in a former Inquiry, The Point 
here in Queſtion is, how far they have Au- 
thority to direct and require our External Pro- 
feſſion, or Publick Teaching, of the Doctrines 
of the 2 gk J preſume it will pot 
he denied, e 
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. That all Chriſtians are indiſpenſably 
liged to believe ſome Articles of Faith, on 
ain of Damnation; becauſe Chriſt has ex- 
preſsly declared, That he who belieueth not 
ſball be damned. And ſince he who believes 
theſe Propoſitions in a different Senſe from 
what Chriſt intended in them, does not he- 
lieve a Doctrine of Chriſt, but a Propoſition 
of his own framing ; it follows, that we are 
bound to believe theſe neceſſary Articles in 
the ſame Senſe in which Chriſt meant them: 
With Reſpect therefore to Chriſts Laws, Men 
are not at full Liberty what to believe, or 
what not to believe, any farther than they are 
at Liberty to chooſe, whether they will be 


4 


ſaved or damned. .,.;.. 


4 * 


2. That every Preacher of the Goſpel is 
ſtrictly, oblig d by the Law of Chriſt, to preach 
thoſe Doctrines only which Chriſt has taught, 
and in that Senſe in which he taught them. 
3. That the Rulers of the Church haye 
Authority to require our External Obſervance 
of all Chriſts Laws, at leaſt of all Laws 
which he has ſtrictly oblig'd his Diſciples in 
their ſeveral Stations to obey. And ſince the 
only External Obſervance. that can be paid 
to a Law, requiring us to Believe, or to 
Teach, is openly Profelſing ſuch Belief, and 
Teaching ſuch Doctrines as are directed by 
that Law; it follows, that the Rulers of the 
Church muſt have Authority to require us 
openly to profeſs our Aſſent to ſuch Arti- 
les, and to teach ſuch Doctrines as Cp 
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Believe and Teach. © 
The Queſtion then to be ſdtved in orden 
to ſatisfy this Objection is, whether the Ru- 


lers of the Church have Authori ty, as Law- 


givers, to require ſuch Articles to be profeſt, 
and ſuch, Doctrines to be z2ughr, as they from 
their own Interpretation of Scripture think 


Ehriſt has required us according to our Sta- 


trons to Profeſs or Teach? 
Now, if the Rulers of tlie Church are al- 


| bbw to have àuy Authority to require an 


en Profeſſion of Faith, and to preſcribe what 

ing mall be openly Taught ; it will be 
found to follow as à neceſſa Conſequence; 
that they have Authority to require ſuch 
Profeſſion to be made, and ſuch Doctrines to 
be taught, as they from their own Interpre- 
tation of Scripture believe Chriſt has required 


to be profeſt and taught: Becauſe, if this Au- 


thority would permit them to direct any 


Thing contrary to their own Interpretation 


of Scripture, they wonld have Authority to 
direct what they believe contrary to the Law 
of Chrift, and conſequently to contradi& what 
to them appears a Law of Chriſt. Or if 
Phcy may permit Men to profeſs or teach any 
Thing contrary to what they believe Chri 


has directed, the Abſurdity will be the ſame: 
For then they y may permit Men to commit 
what they think Chriſt has forbidden, and 
to be Partakers of their Sin, and moreover 
de Sully of a diſtin Sin of their own in 

not 


. 
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not executing that . which Chriſt 
has given them, to prohibit all open Violati- 
ons of his Laws. Either, therefore, we muſt 
deny, that they have any Authority to require 
an open Profeſſion of Faith to he made, or to 
preſcribe what Doctrines ſhall be openly 
taught, or elſe we muſt allow them to exer- 
of this Authority according to their own 
Senſe and Interpretation of Scripture. 
Now, that the Rulers of the Church have 
Authority to injoin a publick Profeſſion of 
F aith, as 2 Condition of External Communi- 


on, 'tis evident; becauſe the Power of admit- 


ting Men into "the Church by Baptiſm, is 
committed to them. For an open Profeſſion of 
Chriſtian Faith, is a neceſſary Condition of 
Baptiſm; and conſequently they muſt have 
Authority to require this Profeſſion, which 
is the previous Condition of it. 

In the Exerciſe indeed of this Power, they 
are confined to require no Article to be pro- 
Feſt, but what the Scripture plainly requires 


g be heliev d. But ſince no particular Form 


reſcribed in Scripture in which this Pro- 
Ron 4 is to be made, it muſt be left to the 
Rulers 'of the Church to extract from Scrip- 
ture ſuch plain Articles as every Perſon ſhall 


profeſs before he is Baptized, and ſo far to 


interpret Scripture as to judge what is plain 
arid fit to be required. ' And conſ equently 
their Obligation to enjoin no Profeſſion, but 
what is agreeable to Scripture, muſt in the 
Execution of their Office be reſoly' d into hen 
Lin: E that 
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Lat \ They are, bound to require no Article to 


be profeſs'd, but what they in their Conſci- 
ence think the A plainly Frqpires to he 


believ'd. . 


But the Ruler gb the dbarck are u 
to be. conſider! oy 25 Guardians of the Churches 
Peace and Ed:fication, and veſted with. Autho- 


rity to make ſuch; Laws as are neceſſary to 
promote and ſecure theſe Ends... And ſince 
the Peace and Edification of the Church is no 
way ſo much endanger'd as by Men's openly 
925 Doctrines contrary to thoſe deen 
y. the be Church, * have therefore oDfAin | 


5 b a the Laws 7 Chr 19 a no- 
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nquiry;. appears, to them | ke s to 5805 
ture, chat they muſt command to be taught; 5 
and what appears repugnant to 55 that they 
muſt forbid : And if in executing. this or the 
2. Part of their Office, they ſhall pre- 
{crib: * any Thing which happens not to be 
2 5 to the Intention of Chriſt's Law, 
ey have a Right to all that can be ſaid in 
excuſe of any other Perſon, who acts upon a 
Silken Senſe of Seriprure. i ; 
n 
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Im all indeed that they challenge in the 
Execution of either Office, they claim no 
other Right in their Station, but what is ear- 
neſtly contended for by all private Chriſtians 
in their Station. For the Governours of the 
Church are as much obliged in Conſcience to 
perform the Duties of their Station according 
to the Rule of God's Word, as any inferiour 
Chriſtian is to perform the Duties of his Sta- 
tion. And fince the Admiſſion of Men into 
the Church by Baptiſm, and providing for 
the Peace and Edification of the Church, are 
Duties of their Station, no Reaſon can exclude 
them from . the ſaine Right of interpreting 
Scripture for the Direction, of their Conſci- 
ence, in the Diſcharge of theſe Duties, which 
every private Chriſtian demands for the Dire- 
ction of his Conſcience, in the ordinary Du- 
ties of Life: And ſince it is impoſſible for 
them to perform theſe Duties with good Con- 
ſcience, without judging from Scripture what 
Articles they ſhould require to be profeſs'd, 
and what Doctrines they ſhould require or 
forbid to be taught; They muſt conſequent- 
ly have a Right fo far to interpret Scripture, 
as to judge what Articles are to be profeſt, 
and what Doctrines are to be taught: And 
ſince their Commiſſion obliges them alſo to 
require ſuch Profeſſion to be made, and ſuch 
Doctrines to be taught, as they from their 
own Interpretation of Scripture judge fit and 
neceſſary; They muſt alſo have Authority 
by their Commiſſion to injoin ſuch Profeflions 
to 
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tbecauſe whatever they are hound by their 
_ .-Commiſſion to perform, they have certainly 
Authority to perform. And la ſtly, ſince the 
Sub jection requir d from tlie Inferiors, is ex- 
actly proportion d to the Authority intruſted 
with the Superiore; if the Superiors have 
Amutbority to preſcribe ; in theſe "ba their 
Subjects are hound to obey ſuch Preſcriptions. 


All = Difficulty then that remains is, what 
Degree of Obedience is due to (theſe Laws, 


- awhich will be conſider d under the Character 
_ 2 coi of obi $ Viſible hag. 
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CHAP. vi. 


of the JuriſdiQtion committed to the Rulers 


of the Viſt ble Church. 


11 NCE Laws without SanBions, Goa 
be no more than an Advice; and a Legi- 


1725 Power, would be of little Uſe without 


Authority to execute the Penalties of its Laws 


on thoſe who tranſgreſs them, the Rulers of 
the Church muſt 'be confider' d as veſted alſo 
with judicial Authority, to cenſure or puniſh 
Offenders. 5 
That this Authority was by our Lord com- 
mitted to his Apoſtles; that in Virtue of that 
Commiſſion, they executed this Authority; 
that during their Lives, other Perſons alfo 
Vere 


o 
* 
f * 


ſhip's' Reaſons; it will be granted, that the 


Claim to this Power. 


Society, or reſtore the Offender to them again, 
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were by them orlain'd to the lame FM 


and That the ſucceeding Ages of the Church 
did conſtantly Exerciſe: this Power, has been 
learnedly and iticonteſtably proved dy the we- 
nerable Prelate (a) before cited. I ſhall at pre- 
ſent preſume, that in conſequęnce of his LA. 


Governours of the Church have a rightful 


If we confider the Nature of this e tis 
not improperly called a Spiritual Power; for 
though the Spirit, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſignifies 
the inner Man, or bidden Man of the Heart, 


Who is Subject only to the Furiſdifion of 


Chriſt ; yet this Authority has obtain d the 
Name of Spiritual, becauſe ' it 1s given for 
Spiritual Ends for Edification (H, &c. and 
the Penalties it inflicts are different frum thoſe 
inflicted by the Civil Magiſtrate, which in 
oppoſition to theſe are call d Temporal. For 
though tis certain, that diverſe bodily Diſ- 
eaſes, and Death it ſelf, frequently attended 
the Cenſures of the Chard in the firſt Ages 


of the Goſpel ; yet this was a. miraculous An- 


nexion to the Eccleſiaſtical Sentence, and no 
Part of the ordinary Power of the Church, 
which reaches no farther than to exclude from 
ſome or all the External Privileges of that 


—— LETS" LR Ye” "I 
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(a) Dr. Potter's Diſunrſe of Church Government, chap. . 
02 2 Cor, Xii. 10. 


. "a Power 
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a: But it doth not hen follow, that Temporal 
Penalties may not be lawfully, or uſefully 
annex d to the Cenſures of the Church; the 
contrary may rather be preſumed, ſince God 
Himſelf did miraculouſly joyn ſuch to the 
Tenſures: of the firſt Ages. And the Civil 
Magiſtrate to whom the ordinary Power of 
Temporal Penalties. belongs, may hence con- 
clude it lawful and proper for him to add 
tlie ſame kind of  Penilties to the ordinary 
Sentences. of the ' Church. That he may in- 
flict temporal Penalties on thoſe Actions which 
offend the Church, as far as the ſame indanger 
the Peace of the State is not diſputed; and 
that he may exert this Power with an imme- 
diate Regard to the ontward Welfare of the 
Church, ſeems alſo plain, becauſe he is not 
onl the: Guardian / of the Civil Peace, but 
alſo the Nurſing Father of the Church (a); 
which Character cannot imply leſs than that 
he. ſhould: protect and incourage the Friends 
and Ornaments of it, and diſcourage the Ene- 
mies and Scandals of i it, which how he can 
effect more than his meaneſt Subject, any o- 
ther wiſe, than by the Execution of his Grvil 
Power 1 is not eaſily imagin d. 

Neither, is the Eccleſ. offical Officer any 
way unqualified for this on , of Civil 


- (a) If. $lix. 23. 1 
n Powers 
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Power. For if the divine Wiſdom thought 


the Rulers of the Church proper Perſons to 


be intruſted with the Infliction of thoſe mira- 
culous Penalties, which attended the Primi- 
tive Cenſures of the Church; no Reaſon can 


be given why they ſhould be unfit to be veſted 


with that Civil Power which the Magiſtrate 


may apply to the Protection of the Church, and 


which ſeems to have ſucceeded in the Plice of 
that former miraculous Power; but then neither 
of tlieſe are to be look d on as properly Eccleſia- 


ſtical Powers, but as the one was the extraor- 


dinar Interpoſttion of God, ſo the other is 
wholly derived from the Civil Magiſtrate; 
and when both are taken away, the Eccle- 
fi aflical Power wil nevertheleſs remain in- 
tire. vs 

As to the Extent of this Judicial Power, 


tis under the ſame Limitations with the Legi- 


ſlative Authority of the Church: The Perſons 
who are ſubject to it are the viſhle Members 
of Chriſt's Church, and the Actions that fall 
within its Cognizance are their vifble and 
external Behaviour: Farther than this, either 
to Perſons or Actions it cannot extend, for 


| thoſe who are without God Judgeth (a); and the 
interior Conduct of any Man can only be 


diſcern d by him who ſees in Secret. But 


as far as any Part of our Moral or Religious 


Behayiour 1 is viſtb ble, ſo far it is OW to the 


_— 
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3 of the Church: So far as the 
Church has Authority to make Laws, fo far 
it muſt have Power to infli& Puniſhments : : 
And fince, (as I before obſerv'd) the Gover- 
nours of the Church have Authority not only 
to preſcribe ſuch indifferent Actions as may 
promote Peace and Order, but alſo to direct 
the external Obſervance of Chriſt's Laws, and 
prohibit ſuch AJions as are vi/ible Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of them; They - muſt have Power to 

inflict Penalties, both on Offenders againſt 
their Rules of Peace, and on ſuch. Perſons 
who viþbly tranſgreſs Chriſt's Laws... | 

Not that they pretend to execute the Laws 
of Chriſt, for then they muſt infli& the Pe- 


1 denounced by him ( i. e.) Eternal 


amnation : But they execute only their own 
Laws. concerning the external Obſervance of 
Chriſt's Commands; and accordingly the Pe- 
nalties which they inflict are only. Suſpenſs on 
or Erprilſion from their Communion. 

They teach indeed, that Men ate obliged, 
in Conſcience and under the Pains of Sin, to 
obey all their Laws which are not contrary 


to the Laws of Chriſt. But then (as I be- 


fore diſtinguiſh'd,,) this is not the Law, but 
the Doctrine of the Church; neither do they 
teach that theſe Penalties attend Men's Aci. 
ons as they are Tranſ. greſſions of their Laws; 
but as they are Tranſgreſſions of ſuch Laws 
of Chriſt as require a Submiſſion to thoſe 


who'are . to rule over them. But to 
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That the Church has Authority to forbid. 
and puniſh open and notorious Violations of 
Chriffs© Motu! Laws is acknowledged: And 
ſince it has been already ſhewn that the Faith 
of Men is not exempt from the Laus of the 
Church; the ſame Reaſon muſt alſo prove 
that tis not privileged from the Cenſures of 
it. It is granted, that the inward Act of the 
Mind, by which we affirm or deny the Truth 
of any Article, is not cognizable by any hu- 
man Authority; but the eternal Profeſſion of 
Faith is à bible Part of our Behaviour. And 
ſince Chriſt Has left as plain Laws concerning 
our Fish, as concerning our Moral Afiins;, 
there appears no Reaſon why notorious Of- 
fences againſt the one, may not be forbid and 
puniſh'd by the Rulers of the Church, as 
well as notorious Offences againſt the other. 
What Chriſt has not required Men to be- 
lieue that the Church has not Authority to 
require, Men'to'profeſs; but where Chriſt has 
politively "demanded our Faith, there the 
Church, as Judge of the external Behaviour 
of Chriſt's Members, has Authority to de- 
mand our Froft ton: And the Practice of the 
Church has always been agreeable to this 
Rule. Both in the Apoſtolick and the ſucceeding 
" Ages, an open Profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith 
> has always been required as a neceſſary Con- | 
dition of Baptiſm And fince the Profeſſion I 
of chis Faith is the expreſs Condition upon — 
o vhich any Perſon is receiv'd into this Socie- { 
ty; it follows, that when he breaks that 
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Condition, and profeſſes. a Faith contrary to 


this, the Rulers of the Church have the 


ſame Power to expell him from this Society, 
as they had before to refuſe him Admiſſion 
into it unleſs he comply'd with the Terms 
requir d. FF #1 M4 ; (104 = 
And fince, as Guardians of the Peace and 
 Eilification of the Church, they have Power 
by their Laws to prohibit the open Teaching 
ſach Doctrines as tend to divide and ſeduce 
the Members of this Society; they muſt alſo 
have Authority to puniſh ſuch as offend a- 
gainſt theſe Laws. And agreeably we; find 
St. Paul excommunicated Mmenæus, Alexan- 
der, and Philetus (a), for teaching Doctrines 
contrary to the Faith of Chriſt. Titus is 
commanded to Ræject an Heretick after the | 
firſt and ſecond Admonit ion (H). And in the 
Viſion of St. 7ohn Chriſt reproves the Biſhops 
of P ergamus and Thyatira, the one, becauſe 
Ie ſuffer d thoſe who beld the Doctrine of Ba- 
laam and the Nicolaitans (c); the other, be- 
cauſe He ſuffer d the Noman Fezabel ts ſeduce 
his Servants (d). From whence tis evident, 
not only that they had Authority to caſt them 
OUT, for elſe it could not have been their Fault 
that they ſuffer d them; but alſo that theſe 
were Crimes for which they ought to have 
been caſt. put, We may therefore conclude, 


that the Church has altogether the ſaine Au- 


(U Tim. i. go. 2 Tim. ii. 5. (i) Fit, iii. 10. (g) Rev. ii. 


thority 
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thority to-puniſh thoſe who publickly offend 
againſt the Dofrines of Paith, as thoſe who 
publickly offend againſt tlie Morality of the 
o | 
Conſequent to the Power of cenſuring and 
puniſhing Offenders, is that of Abſolving or 
Releaſing them upon their Repentance. | 
This Power, as to the Nature and Extent 


of it, is exactly proportion'd to the former. 


The Church cannot remit any Penalties, but 
what it has Authority to inflict; and ſince 
it cannot inflict the Eternal Penalties of Sin, 
it cannot abſolve the Offender from them. 

As the Offence is a Tranſgreſſion of the 


Law of the Church, the Abſolution of the 


Church doth perfectly and intirely reſtore 
the Criminal to the Condition of an upright 
and innocent Man, and re- inſtate him in all 
the External Privileges of that Society : And 
as it is 2 Tranſgreſſion of the Law of Chriſt, 
if the External Signs and Fruits of Repentance 
appear in the Penitent, the Rulers of the 


Church may and ought to declare that he is 


Abſolved, that his Sin is Remitted, and that 
he is reſtored to a State of Grace and Favour 
with Chriſt. And on the contrary, where 
theſe Signs of Repentance do not appear, they 
are bound to declare the Perſon to be Impe- 


nitent under the Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, and 


the Carſe of the Law x and that as by their 
Cenſure he is cut off from the Viſible Society 
of the Faithful here on Earth, fo he is cut 
off by the Judgment of Chriſt from his Uni- 


3 on 
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on with him and his Inviſible Church. But 
this Declaration is not theif Sentence, but 


their Doctrine. As Paſtors and Teachers they 


are obliged to remind the Inpenitent of tlie 
apparent Danger of his State, and to comfort 


the Penitent with Aſſurance of Pardon upon 


theſe External Evidences of his Converſion. 


But this they cannot pronounce as Judges, be- 
cauſe Chriſt only can diſcern whether the Re- 


pentance be feign'd or real, and accordingly 
determine the State of tlie Man towards God. 

That the Prayers of the Faithful offer'd in 
behalf of the Penitent may be Means of 

great Efficacy to prevail with God to pardon 
the Internal Sin, and remit the Penalties 
threatned to it, cannot, I think, with any ap- 


pęarance of Reafon be denied. That the 4b- 


ſolutions of the Church were accompanied 
with ſolemn Prayers to God to receive the 


Penitent into his Favour, and that the Peni- 


tent was bound to intreat tlieſe Intercæſſions of 
the Church as proper Means of reconciling 


him to God, appears from the earlieſt Hiſto- 
ries of the Church, and may be inferr d from 


ſeveral Paſſages and Directions of Scripture (2). 


That the Pastors and Elders of the Church 

are appointed by God to preſide in all publick 
Acts of Worſhip, and that Prayers offer d 
through their Miniſtry are in a more eſpe- 
cal. manner n to God, has Barn 
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already proved. And that their Miniſtry was 
particularly required in theſe Applications to 
God for Pardon of, Sin, and that a ſpecial 
Efficacy is promiſed to their Interceſſron, is 
evident from that Direction of St. James be- 
fore cited, _ e gre ea 
We may therefore affirm, 1. That the Pa- 
ſtors af the, Church, as Teachers and Preachers 
of the Goſpel, have Authority to declare ta 
the Penitent, according to the apparent Signs 
of Repentance in him, that his Siti is either 
remitted or retain'd by God. 2. That as they 
are the ordinary Viſible Intetceſſours of the 
Church appointed by God to bleſs in his 
Name, and offer up Supplications to him, 
their Prayer will with a ſpecial Efficacy pre- 
vail with God to forgive the Sins of his Peo- 
ple. But neither theſe Declarkrionf nor theſe 
Prayers are judicial Acts, neither does it ap- 
pear that the Church has any judicial Au- 
thority to remit any, but thoſe External Pe- 
nalties of Sin which it infficts. 

But the Effect both of the Cenſures and 
Abſolutions of the Church, I ſhall have Occa- 
ſion to conſider more fully under my next 
Inquiry, in which I proceed to conſider the 
Character of a Subject in Chriſt's Viſible 
Church: 


8% 0 the 22 fable. 


OY 210! GU: 4 F. VII. 


2 the Subjects in Chriſt Viſible Church, | 
and the Obedience they owe to the Au- 
chority 77 the Ru rs. WL ; 


N 0 M what has been aferihied' to the 
T. Supericurs and Governours. in this Socie- 
ty. tis eaſy to Form our Idea of the Subjects 
in it. For this Character is wholly — 85 
to the former, and is comprehended in ſuch 
an Obedience as the Authority veſted in their 
Superiours requires from them. And, | 
1. With Reſpect to the Office of the Su- 
periours as Teachers, a Subject of Chriſt's Vi- 
ſible rd is conſider'd as bound to con- 
ſult and adviſe with them for the Regulation 
of his Faith and Practice, to attend with Re- 
verence and Humility to their Inſtruclions, and 
to prefer the Authority of their Doctrine and 
Deciſions to the Aurbority of any other Per- 
ſon teaching contrary to them, _ 

2. With Regard to their 1 to 
Miniſter in the publick Offices of Religion, the 
Subject is obliged to attend to and join with 
them in all Acts of prublick Worſhip, to deſire 
their Prayers and Interceſſion for him, to re- 
ceive the publick Ordinances of Religion thro' 
their Miniſtry, not to »ſurp upon their Of- 
fice himſelf, nor to admit any other Perſon 
in this Character i in oppoſition to them. 


3. With 


3. With Regard to their Legiſlative Power, 
ſince the Rulers of the Church have Authority 
to require the External Practice of ſuch moral 
or inſtituted Duties as Chriſt has commanded, 
and to enact Rules or Laws for the Preferva- 
tion of External Peace and Order, the Subject 

is bound to obey and ſubmit to theſe Laws 
and Preſcriptiong Aud, d cf. 75 

4. Since they are veſted alſo with Authori- 

ty of Furiſdiction to puniſh ſuch as offend 
againſt theſe Laws, the Subject is alſo obliged 
to acknowledge this Authority, and ſubmit 
to the Inflictions of it. | 
The great Queſtion is, what Lind or De- 
gree of Obedience is due to the ſeveral Pow- 
ers contain'd, in this Commiſſion of the Supe- 
riours 2 For ſo far as the Superiour is Iimited 
in his Authority, ſo far alſo is the Subject li- 
mited in his Obedience. 5 95 
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n 1h. 
/ the Obedience due to. the Sußperiours, as 
Teachers and Miniſters. 


8 HE Authority of the Superiours as 
A Teachers was conſider'd with ſo par- 
ticular a Regard to the Obligations it laid on 
their Inferiors, that the Reſtrictions of their 
Obedience to it muſt ſufficiently appear from 
what has been already offer'd ; and as to ſuch 
Reſtrictions as affect this in common with _ 
arts 
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Parts of their Character, they will be occa- 


Fal conffderd,” 4. 
With reſpect to their Authority as com- 


Wiffion d to Miniſtei in the publick Offices of 


Religion, we may. confider the Obedience or 
Submiſſion of the Subject as limited, 
2 2 + OE ITEM Y #73 


rity to whom it is not committed. 8 
II. Whefi*Perforis duely ordain'd to this 


* 


Both theſe Defects indeed are to be con- 
fider d by the Subject, as either excuſing or. 
UHmiting his Obedience with reſpect to every 
Branch of the Superlor's Authority: But the 
Limitations arifing from the former of theſe 
I wou'd obſerve more eſpecially with reſpect 
to this Office and that of Teaching: Becauſe 
theſe Offices are more frequently uſurp'd on, 
and Men are more eafily prevail'd on to ad- 
mit Impoſtors in theſe Characters, than either 
as Lampivers or Fudges over them. Now, 
whoever takes upon him to execute either of 


theſe Offices, without being duly call'd and 


appointed to them according to the Inſtitution 


of Chriſt, tis certain has no more Authority 
in them than any other private Chriſtian, and 


con{equentty no more Regard or Submiſſion is 

due to him, however he may appear diſtin- 

guiſhd by his Gifts and Abilities. Theſe 

Qualifications indeed-may recommend him. E 
| a 


* Authority -exteed their Commiſhon in 
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a fit Perſon to be admitted into the Miniſtry ; 
but till He is regularly admitted He has n 


publick Character, his Adminiſtrations are 
null and void as to any Authority, and all 
good Chriſtians ought to deteſt and oppoſe 
him as a Thief and a Robber. ' For it is not à 
Conſideration of ſo little Importance as ſome 
Men imagine, by whoſe Miniſtry we offer up 


our Prayers to God, or thro' whoſe Hands 


we receive his Ordinances. What Allowance 
may be made for this Defect in the Miniſtry 
where tis oœaſion d by neceſſary and unavoid- 
able Impediments, is not here in queſtion: 
But ordinarily we are aſſured the Bleſſings and 
Graces. which Chriſtianity teaches us to ex- 


pet from theſe Ordinances, can only be de- 


rived to us by them when adminiſtred accor- 


ding to Chriſt's Inſtitution by Perſons ' regu- 
Jarly call'd as He has directed, and where 


ſuch may be had, and we may lawfully joiri 
with hn and uſe their Miniſtry, to depart 
from them is to Rebell againſt the Authority 
of Chriſt who appointed them. 

As for Moral, or any other Perſonal Defects 
beſides want of 'Commiſſi ian, tho' they are juſt 
Reafons for which the Superiors of the Church 
may refuſe any one Admiſſion into the Mi- 
niſtry, or depoſe him from the Exerciſe of it; 
yet theſe are not good Reaſons for which 
any private Chriſtian may withdraw himſelf 
from their Adminiſtrations as we are taught 
by .our Church in the Twenty fixth Ar- 


tice, | 
25 Tho' 


2. Tho' the Miniſter is duly Commiſſiof d 
to theſe Offices, He may be guilty of ſach 
Irregularities or Defects in the Execution of 
them, as may excuſe the Subject from join- 
ing with him or ſubmitting to him. For in- 
ſtance, He may call upon him to join in un- 
lawful-Prayers ;, He may refuſe to adminiſtet 


the Sacraments according to Chriſt's Inftitu- 


tion, either leaving out ſome Effential part 
of the Action, or adding ſomething Impious 
or Prophane to it: In ſuch Inſtances, tis evi- 
vident, He acts without Commiſſion from 
Chrift, and therefore without any Authority, 
and the Subject is not only at liberty, but 
obliged to withdraw himſelf from Him. How 
far the Subject is bound to ſubmit to the 
Judgment or Opinion of the Superior, as to 
the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of ſuch Pray- 
ers, or the Regularity ;of ſuch Adminiſtra- 
tions, is to be determin'd by the Authority 
committed to Him as a Teacher, which was 
ſtated ina former Inquiry: And how far the 


Subject is obliged to ſubmit to ſuch Prayers | 


and Adminiſtrations as directed by the Laws 
of the Church, depends upon what Obedience 
he owes to the Legiſlative Power of the 
Church; which comes next to be confider'd. 
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of the Obedience due to the Superies 5 1 
5 N 


THE Leciſlative Power of the Qu, | 
AS 7 obſery d was —— 


t * To direct 9 che Aw Adion. 5 


u To preſcribe only ſuch External Actions 
as are agrecable to the Laws of Chriſt, 


The Former of theſc Limitations proceeds 
from a natural Defe& in the Subjects of this 
Authority, whoſe Power cannot extend to the 
Cogniſance of Mens Interior Conduct; and 
may therefore more properly be call'd an Ex- 
clufion or Nullity of their Power than a Li- 
mitation of it: For tho' they are Authorifed 
to propoſe and inculcate the Laws of Chrift 
with reſpe& to the internal behaviour of his 
Subjects, yet in this They do not act as Law- 
givers but as Teachers, and the Obligations of 
the Subject to ſubmit to them in the Exerciſe 
of this Power have been already conſider d. 

But the Larter Limitation of their Power, 
to Preſcribe only ſuch Actions as are agree- 
able to the Laws of Chriſt, do's not proceed 
from a Natural Incapacity to preſcribe any 
other Actions, but from the Inſtitution and 
NOS of Chrift who has thus * . 

1 — 
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them. Theſe Bounds tis evident the Ruler 
may tranſgreſs either thro" Deſign or Miſ- 
take; and conſequently tis of great Concern 
to the Subject to know how far he is obliged 
to obey Him in the Exerciſe of this Power. 


It is ſuppoſed then, that the Authority of 
the Rulers is limited to require nothing hy 


their Laws, but what is agreeable to the Laws 
of Chriſt; whenever therefore they take up- 
on them to preſcribe any Action forbidden by 
Chriſt's Law, they act without any Commiſ- 
. ion; and the Subject cannot Aclivelhy comply 
with their Commands, becauſe he is under 
a prior Obligation to obey God rather than 
Man. FT 2 


eee F ; 
Andi as it is allowed to the Governors of 


the Church to judge of the Senſe of Scri- 
pture in the enacting theſe Laws, ſo it muſt 
alſo be allow d to the Subject to judge of the 
Senſe. of Scripture, and of the Agreeableneſs 
of theſe Laws. to it, in order to determine how 


= * . 


= 
* 
3 


diately with the Will of Chriſt, and the Sub- 


ject in determining whether he may actively 


obey this Law compares it immediately with 
the Laws of Chriſt. This is an Internal A- 
ction, in which He is immediately and only 
Subjett to Chriſt ; and conſequently whenever 

FEES i + R — 


In forming this Judgment indeed neither 
the Ruler nor the Suhject act properly as 
Members of the Viſible Church, but as Mem- 
bers of the Inuiſible. The Ruler in preſcri- 
bing the Law compares his Conduct imme- 
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Ile believes that the Law of his viſible Su- 


periors is contrary to the Law of Chriſt, 
He is bound to decline an adi Compliance 
b VVV arr ny 


Not that He is always free from Sin when 


he refuſes his Obedience to ſuch Laws as aps 


pear to him contrary to the Laws of Chriſt ; 
Becauſe He is indiſpenſably obliged to obey 
ſome Laws of Chriſt in the ſame Senſe in 
which Chriſt intended them: When therefore 
his Superior - preſcribes to him an External 
Obſervance agreeable torthat Senſe and Inten- 
tion of the Law of Chriſt in which He is 


bound to underſtand and obey it ; It is not 


his Perſuaſion will excuſe him from Sin in 
not. Obeying it, becauſe He is obliged by the 
Law of, Chriſt to obey it in the ſame Senſe 
in which his Ruler propoſes it to his External 
Obſervance : But ſo far as his Miſtake of the 


Meaning of Chriſt's Law is excuſable, ſo far 


is He excuſed for not actively obeying ſuch 


Preſcriptions of his Superiors as He thinks 


contrary to Chriſt's Law. 


Where He only Doubts whether the Action 


required be contrary to Chriſt's Law, or not; 
(7. e.) where the Appearances of Reaſon are ſo 
equal that he cannot reſolve on either Side; 
There, I think, the Authority of his lawful 
Governours ought to turn the Scale and de- 
termine for an Active Compliance: Becauſe 
by Obeying his Superiors He only runs the 


Hazard of Offending againſt ſome unknown 


Law, ſome Law which by his: doubting He 
6 Mes es als „ — e confeſſes 
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confeſſes He do's not know whether Chriſt 


has injoyn'd or not, and conſequently do's 


not know whether the Action commanded be 


contrary to a Law of Chriſt or not: But by 


Diſobeying his Superiors he breaks a clear 
and undoubted Law of Chriſt. 1 


Neither has St. Paul taught any thing con- 


trary to this Reſolution, in the Rules which 
he gives the Corinthians concerning Doubtful 
things; Becauſe the Things he ſpeaks of are 
ſuch as were uncommanded by any Autho- 
rity, Human or Divine: Whereas in the Caſe 
before us, the Action is ſuppoſed to be com- 
manded by tlie Authority of the Church; an 
Authority which we are hound to obey in all 
things not contrary to the Laws of Chriſt. 

- To fuch Rules as the Governours of the 
Church claim Authority to preſcribe for De- 
cency, Order, and Edification; when the Action, 
or Circumſtance of Action which they* direct, 
is acknowledg'd in its nature indifferent, an 
Ave Obedience is undoubtedly due. For 


theſe Actions cannot be contrary to Chriſt's 


Laws, becauſe tis ſuppoſed that Chriſt has 
neither commanded nor forbid them, but left 
them undetermin'd. Neither is the Subject 
at liberty to judge whether what is preſcribed 
be expedient or conducive to theſe Ends : This 
is left wholly to the diſcretion of the Supe- 
rigrs, and whoever refuſes to obey them upon 
pretence of Inexpediency, uſurps upon their 
Office, and is no longer à Subject, but a Fudge. 

Nothing farther is to be inquired by Him, but 
0 25 whether 
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whether the Action is in its nature Jawfuls 
If it appears contrary to the Law of Chriſt, 
He cannot with good Conſcience. a&ively obey 
the Command which preſcribes it: If Indif- 
ferent or Doubtful, tis his Duty to perforni 
it, for the Reaſons already ſuggeſted. 
But all theſe, Laws of the Church, what 
ever our Opinion may be of their Intonſiſtency 
with the Laws of Chriſt, or however we may 
be excuſed from an Active compliance with 
them, we are certainly obliged Paſſwely to 
obe; Beeauſe we are obliged to obey our 
lawful Superiors as far as we cari do it with- 
out Sin; and ſubmitting to the Perialties of 
theſe Laws is not a Sin againſt any Command 
of Chriſt, Neither can this be eſteem'd an 
unreaſonable hardſhip upon the Subject; for 
no mote is impoſed on the Suhject in his Sta- 
tion, than obliges the Ruler in his. As the 
Ruler is obliged to ſubmit to any preſent In- 
conveniences that may attend the Performance 


of his Duty, ſo is the Subje& obliged to ſub- i 
mit to any that may attend the Performance i 
of his: And fince Chriſt has appointed Ru- { 


lers in his Viſible Church, with Authority to 
preſcribe to Mens External Obſervance ſuch 
Rules as ſhall appear to Them agreeable. to 
Chriſt's Laws, whenever they act 28 


* 


to this Commiſſion, they do their Duty, an 


obey a Law of Chriſt : And whatever Law) 
„ they have Authority to etiact, They have al- 
5: ſo Authority to Execute in the Puniſhment of L 
.. |} thoſe who offend againſt it: And in whats q 


98 M the fre 
eyky eaſe They have Authority 26: Pumiiſſß 
their Subjects are. obliged ty ſubmit tu their In- 
fltions, ſince (as Lobferv d) the Sub jection re- 
quired from the Inferiors is always exactly pro. 
pertion'd to the Authority of the Sſiperiors::- 
This Submiſſion is indeed meceffary to the 
very: Being of the Church, as à Viſble Society; 
For if the Laws of the Church are null and 
void" as to all External Obligation: as often 
as arty Perſon thinks them not agreeable to 
the Laws of Chriſt} They can never be exe- 
cuted upon any Offender at all; for tis but 
huis ſaying, he thinks them repugnant | to! 


Chriſts Laws, and upon this Süppoſition lie 
is intirely exempted from their Power. And 
| in this his Word is always to be taken, fince 
| no human Scrutiny can judge whether his 
| Perſuaſion: be real or pretended: So that in 
the Event here will be Rulers without any 
Authority, and Laws without any Obliga- 
tion (i. e.) there will be neither Rulers 
nor Lais, but all will be equal, and every 
gone left to do what is right in his own Eyes, 
and conſequently there will be no! vie So- 

| ciety at all, ſince a .viſiblp.Sotiety/ cannot be 
| conceived; without an Obligation to ſome So- 
| cial Laws, and a Magiſtracy to inforce and 
| execute theſe Laws. If therefore che Church 
be a viſible Society, the Magiſtrates and Offi- 

cers of this Society muſt have Authority to 

require an External Obedience to the Laws 

| of it and the Subjects muſt be 'obliged exter- 
| ' wiallz-toobsy theſe Lan: either to perform 
189 e | the 
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ties gan e _fince; this Society gangot bl 
without either 4 1 Ai or Pare Obedience 
to tlie Laws of it. Eitht er. Fe E, 185 
ſay, that the Church 45. not a. vi/i pls 
infhituted by Chriſt, wt an arbitrary CORE 
nation of. Men, to ; be. 20 At Pleaſute; po 
or elle, we myſt, a know ledge t At Chery er: 
ſtian is bound ii 85 Sahne to pay. this Sub⸗ 
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the Church, and of the external wes og N 
the Penakties t H 


71TH refpett t6 the Fulle, 4 th 
Church, "he Limitation of the Sub- 


jects Obelleneg is alſo to be determin'd by 


the Extent of that Judicial Authority com- 
mitted to the Rulers of it. Two' Points ſeem 
eſpecially, to offer e to us in this 


Maul. 


x How far 1 $ubſe & is Aid to fal. 
mit to the Sentence of his Siperiors. 
| How far he is affefted by oy. Penalties 
which they inflide *, 
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As. 10 the Firſt, where the Superiors PE 
upon them to cenfure Actions which are not 
ſubmitted to their Cognifance, or tb. änfſick⸗ 
ſuch kind of Penalties EE they have To; Aus 
thority to infli& ; the Subje&t\ cannot, properly 
be bound by their Sentence, 5 
Thus for inſtance ſhou'd the Ecdefraſtical | 
Ruler take cognifance of an' Offence” 0 
Civil, Or 775 Coil Penalties on art Gffence 
lr Eccl: -Sraſtical, unleſs he has received a 
De legation % Tuch Power from the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate; The Inquiry is coram non e 


and che whole Proceſs upon it is nulLand il- 

legal: And the. Suben wr without breach of any 
Daty he owes to his. Zeclzfiaſtical Superiors 
may appeal for Relief to the Secular Power, 

to whom the Cogniſarice of his Canſeproperly: | 
belongs, and to whom both he and his Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Superiors are In this reſpeck equal- 


ly ſubject. 


But where the Action falls properly within 
the Cogniſance of the Rulers, and the Penalties 
which they adjudge are of fuch a Nature as, by 
their Original Power and by the Direction of 
their Law, They have Authority to inflict; 
tho the Perſon may be really Innocent of the 
Crime alledg'd againſt him, yet if the pub- 
lick Evidence of his Guilt appears greater than 
the Proof of his Innocence, The Judge, who 
is obliged. to proceed ſeeundum allegata &&. 
probata, do's him no Injury in infliting the 
Penalties of the Law upon him: He has had 
the advantage of the utmoſt Proviſion that 

can 
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can de made for Innocence in any human Ju- 
dicatory, and is obliged to ſubmit to the Sen- 
tence, He has indeed a Right to all farther 
Appeals for the Re- examination of his Cauſe, 
which the Subordinations of Power in that 
Society will admit: But if in the ultimate Re- 
ſort of Inquiry, the Sentence againſt him is af- 


firma, He is ohliged to acquieſce in it; Be- 


cauſe without this Submiſſion, tis impoſſible 


any Government:camfybb . ora Laus be 


executed. 5.10 I GS DAN nut” 

-And this is no „Mare than muſt be anal. 
*with-; reſpect to all .Judicature,;as..welb Civil 
as Ecelefraſtical. If, upon the laſt Reſult of 
Inquiry, the Innocence of the Perſon arraign'd 
do's not Appear, the Judge is obliged to pro- 
ceed to Sentence, and the Perſon to ſubmit to 
it. For if the inward Conſciouſneſs. of In- 
nocence were allow'd in either Judicature to 
Arreſt the Sentence, no one cou'd ever he 


condemn d. and conſequently no Government 


adminiſter d, Aud ſince the Evil is leſs that 
à Perſon really Innocent, tho he cannot be 
prqaved ſo, ſhou d ſuffer, than that all the Ends 


of Government ſhou d be defeated, It muſt be 


concluded that he is bound to W Fu un- 


"000" the Penalty denounced... 


 Kyemains to] be = inquired, Second! H, How far 
Hei is affet fed by theſe Ae 


EA is to * ab d, That ſince we here con- 
| is * Perſon 11 7 under the Character of 


a Mem- 
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9 of the Viſble Church, we are con- 
cern'd only to inquire how far the Sentence 
of his Eccleſiaſtical Judges affects him under 
a r Character; | or in other Words, How far 
tr Excommunication cuts him off from his 
Relation to that Society. 
That he wle obſtinately refuſ es to Fabuk 
the Joſt Authority of the Church. or :i8 
unrechim'd by the Cenfüres of it, is by Ex- 
communicatioff effectual h/ cut off from that 
880 - is — ou our Lord's Determi- 


atio Hy hear noh Church lot him be 
"Hbathen Man und ENU. For in this 
64e T4 is Hot only an Offender againſt the 
Laws ef this Oommunftys Dat a Rebel againſt 


hs. Govetnnierſt of it, Ad fets up another 
Authority. in oppoſition» it and is in the 


fame conditiön Wirh One ho voluntarily de- 
parts' from this- Society und renounees the 
RN I” ebn B ean no lon- 
#4 Rh x BHDjER'S T> Dm hfo 
= for op 7 apparent Of- 
| Sint w Eaws of the Church ſtands 
ee by the Cenſure of it, If 
He do's nor jf himſfelf tb any. Soeiety op- 
Poſite to this; hut quietly ſuhmits to tlie — 
fure, and ſtill ackn edges the Authority of 


his proper. Govgroours and Paſtors, and defires 


their Ablohition + Thi is not effefually 
cut off en eee bur only Aae 


Hom. pfl 1 eſent * tici HET of the Ri Dr 
; 125 Alg e Reafons ef this 
Alen Wa by ar” frotn" What T beforc 


ade e 


obſer- 


las By 


ob of - Rainy: 193 
obferv'd, That He who ſubmits to the Pe- 
nalties of the Law do's in ſome Senſe obey 
it, at leaſt acknowledges himſelf Subject to 
the Authority that Enacts and Executes it; 

Md conſequently is not cut off from all Re- 


lation to the Society to which that Authority 
1 And agreeably St. Paul commands 
ö wad; count ſuch. a Jexſaty as an Enemy bit 
3 moniſ lum as a<Bratber (a. As a wither d 
Member 1 1s ſti ha Part of tlie Body, 75 o un- 
der a preſent Incapacity to. ke © 0 the Yor 
rits and active Influences. that ſed to be de- 
riyed to it; So is He all 42 Member of the 
Viſible nb, tho” at prefent ſuſpen ded from 

Privileges of it: And the Diſcipline 4 of 
the — when apply d touch a Perign, 
is intended principally: to reſtore and recauer 
him ;; Rur hen applied to an obſtinate incgr- 
rigible he er; who refuſes to ſubmit; to its 
Authority and putz himſelf. in Rebellion a- 
gainſt it; tis an = N 085 $! 
much-deſign'd to be a, Benefit 10 the, Offen- 
der, as tq; preſerve the other Members 9p 
Contagion. +, That t * Perſon Abſolu;d by the 
Church is e to its ed, in the 
fame, F hy., the. Sentenee. af the 
Church he; is: excluded from it, 1 —.— W 
28 4 Conclufionnt at * Mah AQ Fro 
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of the Internal 2 of the Cenſures or 
101 Abſolution of the” Church. 1-438 


a H O' our Howry' into thi Character of 
"2. 2 Member of Chriſt's Viſible Church, with 
reſpe( to the Furiſdiftion veſted in the Ru- 

| lers of it. do's not oblige us ro conſider any 
other Effect of their Sentence or Abſolution 
than the Excluſſon of the Offender from the 
external Communion and Privileges of that 
2 Fn or his par of rhe b. to them; yet 
Feczufe * of the Diſputes on * this 
Shbje® 0 Ectlef, HH Turifdifjom have been 
about the internal Effects of the Cenſures or 
*Abfolution of the Church, It will be expe- 
Qed we ſnou' dt confi der them with relation to 
theſe” Rar Tr nc 77 ue 
"Now when 'the Governours of the Church 
extend their Cenſures to Actions that do not 
11 within their Cogniſance, 05 miſtake in the 
Ap plication” of. theit Power, and Excommu- 
55 Perſon really Innocent, or grant Ab- 
ſolution to | ons who is not truly Fenitent, or 
refuſe it to” one who truly is, That the In- 
ternal ſtate of the Man is n affected 
by ſuch Exerciſe of their Power, I ſhall look 
ppon as 4 Concluſion agreed to by all Par- 
ties concern'd in this Diſpute, ' For tis I think 


Yay exfally acknowledged, that He ug is 
| us 


Churchof CHRIST. 10g 
thus Excommunicated, or to whom Abſolu- 
tion is thus refuſed, if no other guilt hinder, 
is nevertheleſs an upright Perſon in the Sight 
of God and a faithful Member of Chriſt: 
And that He who is thus unduly Abſoly 41 is 
nevertheleſs a Sinner, 

The Queſtions then to be reſolv'd are, „ Whe- 
ther the Abſolutions of the' Church' properly 


applied convey God's* Pardon, or are either 


neceſſary or effectual Means to obtain it? and 
Whether the Cenſures of the Church rightly 
applied do retain our inward Guilt, and ex- 
poſe us to the eternal Penalties of Sin? I 


- Thall treat theſe without Diſtinction, becauſe 


the Cenſures and Abſolutions of the Church, 
both as to their Extent and Effects, are exactly 
proportion d to each other; and whatever is 
an Anſwer to one Queſtion, will be found 5 
plicable to the other. Now, 

The Actions cenſured by the Church may 
be W d a8 Sins againſt God, | 


I. As] They are Offences againſt thoſe — 
of Chriſt which * Obedience to 
the Juſt Aurhority of the Church. 


8 I. As They are Offences againſt ſome Sps- 


dial Law of Chriſt concerning F aith or 
eee 


1. That He * A the Rulers of 
tlie Church in the juſt Exerciſe of their Au- 


thority offends againſt a Law of Chriſt and 
18 guilty: of Sin before him, has 1 . — 2 
already 
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already proved, and therefore beſide the ſua- 
cial Crime for which He is cenſured, this is 
A diſtint- Sin, and muſt be atoned for by a 


particular Repentance; and ſince this is nat 


only an Offence againſt God, but alſo an In- 
jury to the juſt Rights of his lawful Superi- 
ors, his Repentance eannot be fincere «unleſs 
be endeavours 10 reconcile himſelf. to chem.; 
and conſequently he will not be forgiven hy 
God unleſs he: obtains, or by all due Hu- 


wiliations endeavours to obtain the Forgive- 
neſs and Abſolution of the Church, whom 


he has offended. For if in any private In- 
Jury tit is a neteſſary Part of, our Re- 
pentaore, and therefore a Condition of God's 


Forgiveneſs, to ſue for the Pardon of him 


whom we have affended; no Reaſon can he | 


given whyiit ſnould not be equally-necefſary, 
in order to obtain Gods Abſolution fr 
aun Treſſpaſs againſt the Rulers uf his Church, 
to apply for, And geſire cheirb Abſolution. 
The Abſolution therefore of the Church, 
zom ã ſincere Defire-of:ut; and Application for 
it, is meteſſary — God the Remiſ- 
fion 'of: ial our Qffences:againſt the Authority 
tba Church. Andifince.allgxternal; and 
wifible Violations of God's Laus ate Offences 
againſt the Authority of the Churab. aby whoſe 
Laws they are forbid, and by whoſe Diſci- 
line, Whenever dt is duly eented, they 
- ave denſured; theſe Reaſons blige every 
ne who is guilty. of /mxrornal-wifible Miolari- 
dong f Gods Eavs, 00 econſſter, himſelf 
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as d Debtor wes e againſpthæ Church, 
and t confequentl ly do deſire. and api for ber 
Forgiveneſs as a” Part of his Repentance 
neceſſary to obtain the Forgivenels of God. 
RBeazondso wit bn plot foi 818 
_adly, Þ conceive the Diſputes: upon this 
Queſtion" have una] ly- turn d upon another 
view: of it, and that che Thing principally 
inquir'd is not whether the Remiſſion of the 
Church or Application for it be neceſſary to 
obtain che Forgiveneſs of God! for Injuries 
done to the ' Rights and Aubotity of the 
Church But whether the Abſobmion of tlie 
Church is a Means or Qondition"of>:mr Re- 
conciliation to God for the Fpecial © Offence 
committed againſt him : Or in nther Words, 
Whether the Cenfure of the Church puts us 
any more under God's Diſpleafure, than the 
ſpecial Sin We have committed and mot re- 
pented does witliout her Cenſure; or the 
Ab ſolution of the Church from! ſuch Sin re- 
ſtores us more to his Favour, than out ſincere 
Repentance would do without her Kbfulu- 
tion Sow ist ei u iel Sr 
As to the Enſures of the hund I before 
obſerved," Thar the- Authority of the wifible 
Rulers, with xeſpect to tlie 2 Penalties 
of Sui Was declaratory, but nor julditia l or 
eue, and confequently tho they may 
and Sight to declare, that if the Perſon be 
really as guilty of thple Sins for which: They 
cenfure him as he appears to be. He is in a 
A 


p 


1 upon 


106 f the "Vifble 
upon him here, will be follow'd by a much 
heavier Infliction in the World to come; yet 
che is not put in that State by virtue of that 

Sentence, but by the Guilt of his unrepented 
Sin, which would render him obnoxious 
to Damnation witliout that Sentence. 

So likewiſe, though the Al ſolution of the 

Church be a full Releaſe and Acknowledgment 
of Satisfaction for the Injury offered to the 
Church, and the Penitent be obliged. to apply 
for it as à neceſſary Part of his Repentance 
for that Injuty; and though it be farther con- 
feſſed, that the Prayers and Interceſſians which 
are joined with the Abſolution of the Church, 
and the | Ordinances to which it reſtores us, 

Aare properly Means of Grace and Reconcilia- 

tion to God; yet it does not appear that 

the judicial Act of the Churches Abſolution, 
does by any Efficacy of its on remit the 

Sentence of God againſt the ſpecial Sin com- 

mitted : In ſhort, neither, that tis a neceſſary Þ 

-Condition; or it ſelf an effectual Means of ob- 


HA wh . as Fs 


-rainihg God's Pardon for ſuch Sin. | t 
17, That it is neither when admmiſtred or o 
witheld dave Errante, is not diſputed : And 
that even when the Power is rightly exerciſed, it 
It was not in the Opinion of the Primitive P 
Church a neceſſary Condition of God's Par- I. 
don, appears from the Anſwer of Aceſius the 1 
Mauatian Biſhop before Conſtantine in Defence 
of their Tenet; that Apoſtates, who they pre- 
ſumed had ſinned the Sin unto Death, were not 
10 be reſtored, via That they did not intend 


© thy 


* 


e BR OK. : 3 
Church "of CHRIS r. 109 
this in Prejudice to their Salvation: No, they 
« jeft them to God, though they did not 
« think" them fit to "he. recontiled -t6 the 
„Church (2).“ For though this be a Decla- 
ration of | Hereticks; yet ſince tis given by 
them as a Defence of their Open fem a 
Charge of 'Heterodoxy, it proves rather more 
ſtrongly than the Aſſertion of any one Or- 
thodox eculd do, that it was the known 
Doctrine of the Chureh, that every one W-. 
was excluded from tlie Abſolution of the 
Church, was not therefore excluded from the 
Mercy of God. For they could not be ſo 
abſurd as to attempt to excufe one Error, 
by ſhewing, that it was agreeable to another: 
ARR the learned Grotius affirms this to have 
at been the Doctrine of the earlieſt Ages of the 
n, Church. Vetuſtiſſimi Chriſtianorum in Idolo- 
he latr iam Homicidium aut Adulterium lapſos 
Dei quidem mi ſericordiæ commendabant non 
1 tamen ut ad Communionem admitterent (a). 
b We may therefore conclude, that the Abſolu- 
tion of the Church is not a neceſſary Condition 
off of God's Pardon. Neither, 
nd 2dly, Is it an effectual Meant of obtaining 
edit. That it is not a natural Means needs ng 
ive Proof; and if it be an inſtitured Means, that 
ar- laſtitution maſt clearly appear in Seripture. 
the The Places which : Are PRO dto TY —_ 
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mw 4 of He Pier a; 


axe; Me e, Ph wr AY cbs feb eſe 
on; Ears „ l b. . in gaben 5 d 
John 20. 234 bs e Sine ge remit, ey 
e unto them. ; Dow” 1 ee pa 
mer ge not to xe ate to ſtature 
of the Church, as it prpbahly did, but te phe 
Juriſdictien 52 and chat t e Senſe f St. 
as explain d by St., Matt „may bycxpreſ 
thus, HH bs 2 Sins ye remit an Earth, they 
ant gemitiod in, Heavew z. ir js not pretended 
that theſe. Words are t le underſtood . zbſe- 
lutelr, et Without this. Lunitat ion, that the 
Perſon hergruly penitent for his Sins 3 a and the 
ne ef. them even as, placed mn this View, 
$t6:be hilly expreſs Ain, this Paraphraſe; 
2 * Whomſqever you abfelve from Ep Fer: 
nal Offence>he has; committed, aud from 
5 the Injury he has offer d to that Authority 
2 © T. have cominitted to you's: If ner Repent- 
< ancerbe.'as ſincere and. perfect, as frum out- 
4 ward Sigus it appears to you; od. are || 
« hereby: Authorized tec declare, that he is 
« pardon d by God, and; his Sin againſt him 
is remitted in Heaven. This Expoſition 
Mat, to cQmprekend., the full Import 2. the 
riss cas reſtrain d hy 2 Limitation which 
21 Parties acknowledge neceſſary, and the 
Doctrine which reſults from it is Free from 
Exception; Whereas the ther I nter pretation, 
which makes the F 2 of God to fol- 
tow as ar Fett of the Abſohition of the 
Church, is Oded, with Difficulties to me 
at leaſt inextricable. For if the 
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of the Church, wllich is an External AR, be 
thus Hr to procure God's Pardon; It will 
cone babiter the Defitition: of a Sacranmut 


given by our Church: It will be an Owrward 


aud vifthle Sign. of an iuward and ſpiritubl 
Grace.” dne Ey Chriſt himſeif, as a leans 
whereby mu receive the ſame, and à Pledpe te 
2 Jure us theredf. It is not denied that Gad 
may make an- uu ward, Aft and the Miniſtra- 
tion of Men effectual Means of Grace, Par- 
don, and Regeneration; for ſuch are the Sa- 
rraments, inſtituted Mrans of Grate, "outward 
Acts to WMhich the Miniſtration of Men is 
neceſſary,” and yet by the Appointment of 
God effefiual Means of Grace. But we fay, 
that if the external Act of the Churches. Ab- 
ſolution is effe&ual, in the manner ſometimes 
contended for, to convey or aſſure the Pardon 
and Remiſſion of God; It & a ſacramental Act, 
and will! come within the Definition of a 
Sacrament given by our Church: And fince 
our Church acknowledges hut r -o Sacraments, 
this is a Doctrine which ſhe cannot om. 
That the Prayers offer d to God in behalf 
of the Penitent, hy the Miniſters of his 
Church, will prevail with a ſpecial Efficacy 
for tlie Remiſſion of his Sin againſt God; and 
that tis the Duty of the Penitent to defire 
#heir Prayere, are evident Concluſions from 
that Paſſage of St. James before cited: But 
in offering theſe Prayers, the Miniſters do not 
act as Judges, but as Interceſſours. And the 
Obſcuriey that has uſually attended Diſputes 
on 
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on .this \ Subject, ſeems principally : to hade 
been occaſioned by Men's not diſtinguiſhing 


the ſeveral Branches of the ſacerdatal Office, 
which are exerciſed together with the judicial 


Anthority of the Church. The publick Offi- 
cers of the Chürch as Teachers, Declare, ac- 
cording to the external Signs of Repentance 


that appear in the Offender, that his Sin is 


either retained or forgiven. by God. As Pri:fts 
and Interceſſours, they offer up Prayers to God 
For the Penitent, and to theſe Prayers 2 ſpe- 
tial Efficacy is promiſed i. But as Judges they 
unly inflict, or remit thoſe external Penalties, 
Which attend the Action as an Offence againſt 
the Laws of the Church 
Upon the whole, ſince it appears, by the 
former Argument taken from the Conſidera- 
tion 8 of- the Injury ) offer'd to the. Rights and 
Authority of the Church by every external 
Tranſgreſſion of God's Laws, that tis a 
neceſſary Part of our Repentance for every 


outward Sin to apply to the Church for her | 


Pardon and Reconciliation ; this one Argu- 


ment proves the Duty of tlie Subject to ſue 


for the Churches Ab ſolution, and the In- 
portance of it to his Salvation: And if the 
Practice be acknowledg'd neceſſary, it ſeems 


not very material to diſpute upon what Rea- 


ſons. it ſhould be confeſs'd to be ſo. And 28 
to the Comfort and Satisfaction of the Peni- 
tent, he who receives the Abſolution of the 


Church from a Perſuaſion, that tis neceſſary 
to hig Repentence, will find the ſame min 
76. | tua 
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tual Conſolation, and the ſame Confidence - 
towards God from it, as if he believed it 
eſlectual to bis Pardon; ſince under either 
Hypotheſis the Hopes of the Penitent from 
the Abſolution of the Church can be aſſured 
only by the internal Sincerity of his Re- 
pentance The former repreſents it as an 
elfectual Means to convey God's Pardon, if 
it be accompanied with Repentance : The lat- 
ter confeſſes it a nereſſary Cundition of obtain- 
ing it, as 4 Part of his Repentances And ſo 
far as the Offender! is ſincere in the diſcharge 
of that Duty, ſo far and no farther does 
either Per ſuaſion incburage him to rely on 
the Favour and Reconciliation of God. 
1 hope nothing, that has been offered on 
this Subject will appear to diſſuade Men from 
a due Reverence for the Juriſdiction of the 
Church. The Cenſures of our lawful Su- 
periors ought to de terrible to every good 
Chriſtian, as Convictions of our Offence a- 
gainſt an Authority derived from Chriſt : 
As a Declaration of our Guides and Paſtors, 
who watch! fur our Souls and are the proper 
Judges of our outward Behaviour, That 
they ſee no Signs of true Repentance in us; 
That they think us in a State of Guilt and 
Sin againſt God; and as they exclude us from 
the moſt comfortable Participation of Chriſt's 
Ordinances: And their Abſolurion ought to 
be ſued for with Prayers and Tears as a ne- 
cellary Expreſſion of our Repẽntance, and 
received with a ſpiritual Joy as an * 
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of their Reconciliation to us, and that in 


their Judgment the Signs of a true penitent 
Charity appear in us. And though the fa- 


cerdotal Al ſolut ion be not it ſelf, or as a judi- 


cial Ad, an effectual Conveyance of God's 
Pardon to us, or a Remiſſion of any but thoſe 
external Penalties inflicted by the Church: 
Yet the Prayers that accompany it, and the 
Uſe of thofe Ordinances to which it re- 
ſtores us, are Means of great Efficacy with 


Go, for procuring his Forgiveneſs of the 


Sim againſt him, and Remiſſion of the eter- 
nal Penalties due to it; and with reſpect to 
theſe Attendants on it the Abſolution it ſelf 
may, in a remote and improper Senfe, be {aid 
to be a Means of conveying to us God's 
Po Eats omg {dos a 
I ſhall only obſerve here farther, that theſe 
Notions of the ſacerdotal Abſolution are 
agreeable to the Determinations of ſome of 
the beſt Heads among the Schoolmen them- 
So Alex. ab Hales, Porteflas clavium exten- 
dit ſe ad culpam delendam; ſed per modum 
Deprecantis & Impetrantis abſolutionem, non per 
moclum Impertientis (a). And again Secun- 
dum primum modum pot el ( ſacerdat) Gratiam 
impetrare, & ad. hoc eſt Tdontus; ſecundum ſe- 
cundum modum foreſt Eccleſia reconciliare (b ). 
And in another Place, Pans -eterna a Deo 
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tantum, qui Infinite eſt vintutis, quigz ſolus 


culpam delet, remitti poteſt, & nullatenus a ſa- 
cerdote vel Clavibns (a And ſo Scotus; A ow 
te oftenditur quod Deus inſe Pœnitentem abſol- 


vit a debito pane. Non ergo ” ſacerdotem, 


cui confitetur, ab ird aternd liberatur, ſed per 
Daminum. And, Solus ergo Deus hominem in- 
terius munddt ' a peccati macula, et a debito 
æternæ pant ſolvit (. And ' Bonaventure 
(e), though he expreſſes himſelf ſomewhat 
differently, yet in effect he aſſerts the ſame 
Thing: he affirms, indeed, that the Prieſt re- 
leaſes the Penitent from the Penalties affixed 

God to Sin. But when he comes to ex- 
plain himſelf he determines, that this Remiſ- 
ſion cannot extend to any - future Pains of 
Sin, but only to temporal Inflictions of the 
Church; which, in ſupport of his former 
Aſſertion, he makes to be a Part of God's 


If Sentence, and the Execution of his Law a- 


gainſt Sin. 5 
From this Miſtake indeed, That the vi- 
ſible Rulers of the Church are impowered to 
execute God's Laws againſt Sin, that Opini- 
on ſeems to have taken its Riſe, that the Cen- 
ſures of the Church put the Criminal in a State 
Damnation. For the Penalty of tranſgreſ- 
g God's Laws being expreſsly declared to 


be Damnation, it appear d to follow as a 


(a) hid g. 21. Mamb. 2. (b) Scot. in L4. Sentent Diſting. 18. 
O Bonav in Lib. 4. Antent. Diſtinit. . 
Yon) I 2 TT 


neceſſary ——_ = if "= FRET 
of the Church were impower d to execute 
God's Laws, they could àdjudge the Of-. 
fender to the Penalty of bm, — Dam- 
nation; but the 1 inflicted. by the 
Rulers oft the Church, are not (as I before 
obſerv'd) inflicted in Execution of. God's 
Laws, but their own. The Authority to 
make theſe Laws, and to inflict theſe Pe- 
nalties, they receiv'd from God; but when 
they inffick theſe Penalties, they do not exe- 
cute bat obey a Law of God; - 
As when ied Magiſtrate of a fabu\Cindte 
Corporation in any Civil State [executes any 
By-Law of that Corporation on thoſe who 
tranſgreſs it; the Authority to make ſuch 
By-Laws, and to inflict ſuch certain Penal- 
ties on thoſe Who offend againſt them, 1s 
derived from the Prince or Supreme Pow- 
er in that State; but when he inflicts theſe 
Penalties, he does not execute a2 Law of 
the Prince, but bir on or the Corporations 
Law. de f 
And the Riſe of ys Opinion That-the | 
Saceratal Abſolution  cleanſes the inward 
Guilt, and remite the eternal Penalties 0 
in, is very probably »dccounted. for by Dr. 
Field. (ah. He affirms from good Authori- 
ty, har Abſdlution in the Primitive Church 
was_nothins elſe but reſtoring Men under 
the Difpleature "of —the cine e 
2 SI TH: | D 
(%) Dr. Field of Th. 71 a „ p 38. dit. 3. K 
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Churches Peace again, and that Ab/olution 
was not given in thoſe Times 'till Pen- 
nance was firſt perform'd. But in Times of 
Perſecution or Peſtilence, or 'when the Per- 
ſon was in any other imminent Danger of 
fuddain Death, the Prieſts were permitted 
to reconcile all who were under the Cen- 
ſures "of the Church, upon a Promiſe, that 
if they lived they ſhonld give the Church 
Satisfaction by open Pennance. For in ſuch 
Circumſtances they were conſider'd, tanguam 
in Articulo mortis, in which Cafe an Indul- 
gence was. inſerted in the greater Part of the 
Sentences of the Chureh for immediate Ab- 
ſolution. Hence, as he obſerves, it came in 
time to be an ordinary Cuſtom to give Abſo- 
lution firſt, and impoſe Pennance to be per- 
form'd afterwards.” Now, becauſe it could 
not be conceiv'd from what this Abiolution 
freed Men not ſubject to any Cenſure of the 
Church, ſome began to think, that it freed 
them from the Stain of Sin, and from the 
Eternal Puniſhments due to it. 
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CHAP. L 


— AT the. Hes we Forks of the 
Church of Chriſt when we con- 
M fider it under the Denomination 
of Y-/ible, or with reſpe& to its 
external Conftitution as an out- 
ward Society, ought not to include i in it any 
thing inconſiſtent with the Idea we form of 
it under the Denomination of Invi/ible, or 
as Internally united with and depending on 


Chriſt, is moſt a i Lecauſc theſc Ideas 
BIG 


120 Of the Viſible and Inviſible 
are ſuppoſed to repreſent to us but one and 
the ſame Society, depending on the ſame 
Head, and the ſame Perſons are Members both 
of the one and the other, For if Chriſtthe 
Had be repreſented, as communicating. any 
Powers to his Viſible Church, which are in- 
conſiſtent with that Supremacy with which 
he is acknowledged to preſide over the In- 
viſible; He muſt appear as dividing Ne King- 
dom againſt it ſelf; and theſe two Terms will 
exprels, not only two diſtinct, but two op- 
poſite Societies. \nd. ſo, if any Duty be 
required of the Subject under one Character, 
which-4s contrary. to the Obligations he is 
under from the other, Theſe Characters are 
render d. inconſiſtent; and He who is a Mem- 
ber of the Viſibl- Church.” cannot alſo Ee a 
Member of the Inviſible; ſince no Man can 
diſcharge the Duties of. two inconſiſtent Re- 
lations, But on the contrary, 'The Scripture 
has repreſented theſe two Ideas under which 
we conceive this Society, as agreeing in a 
perfect Harmony with each other. Withrre- 
ſpect to Cbriſt the Head, as by tlie Influence 
of his Holy Spirit, He ſolely and immediately 
preſides over his Inuiſible Church M we are 
aſſured; that the ſame () Spirit (atterids th: 
external. Ordinances and, Adminiſ rations o 
the Viſble Church, and is derived to the faith- 
ful by the Participation of of them. 12 which 
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Intercourſe, as by a common Bond, the Viſible 
and Inviſible- Church are connected to each 
other. And with reſpect to the Members: of 
this Society Chriſt hath expreſsly told us, 
That the Initiation into his Viſible Church 
by the external Rite of Baptiſm; a Partici- 
pation of the Lord's Supper; and a publick 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, are neceſſary 
Conditions of our internal Union with Him; 
and our Title to all the Privileges of tlie Go- 
ſpel. Of the Firſt He aſſures us, (a) That he 
who believeth and is Baptized fhall be ſaved. 
Of the Second, That (5) Except we eat his 
Fleſh, and drink his Blood, we have ud life 
in u. Of the Laſt, (c) That by the Meuth 
Confeſſion is made unto Salvation; and it is 
plain that the Belief, which in the Scripture 
before referr d to He requires 4s neceſſary to 
Baptiſm, and of which He affirms, that He 
who believeth not ſhall be damned, implies, not 
only an Inward Aſſent of the Mind, but alfo 
an oral and verbal Profeſſion. of Faith; be- 
cauſe it is ſuch a Faith as the Miniſters of the 
Church, to whom the Baptiſm to be given 
upon this Faith is committed, cou'd be Judges 
of; and conſequently it muſt be an open and 
verbal Declaration of Faith. Thus far there- 
fore the Duties required from us as Members 
of the Viſible Church, are not ouly conſiſtent 
with, but neceſſary Conditions of our being 


( Mar. vi. 16. (9) Job. vi. 33. (c) Rom. x. 10. 
. admit- 
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admitted or continuing Members of the Jnr 


e. 

If we — — the e of tha Church 
in. their relative Characters, as diſtinguiſhed 
into-Stuperiors and Inferiors ; all the Powers 
which are claim d to the one, and the Duties 
which are aſſign d to the other, as Members 
ef the Viſible Church. will be found conſiſtent 
with their Duty to Chriſt as Head, and the 
Liherties they are intitled to as Members of 
the Invifehle ; But becauſe this has been prin- 
cipally diſputed, this is what I think my «fell 
more. eſpecially concern dato prove. 

Now the ſame Scriptures which 1 
teach us, That as we are internally related and 
united to Chriſt, we are to regard Him as our 

ſole Teacher and ſole Law-giver, &; with 
equal clearneſs affirm, That Chriſt has or- 
dained his Churcli to be à Yifhle Society, 
and has placed certain Officers in it, with 
Authority of Doctrine, Rule, &c. and required 
his Diſciples, according to their Stations, ei- 
ther to exerciſe or ſubmit to ſuch an Autho- 
rity. We cannot therefore doubt but that 
theſe Relations, and the Duties which flow 
from them, are confiſtent with each other; 
Becauſe we are aſſured, that the Scripture 
hatli not aſſign d us any Powers, or injoyn d 
us any Duties in one Precept, which it hath 
abſolutely forbidden in another: And conſe- 
quently that we may perform our Duty as 
good Subjects to Chriſt, and as internally rela- 


tl to him, and yet ſubmiz our ſelves to thoſe 
whom 


Goch Mi — 123 


* He bath appointed to Raule over us, 28. 
Members of his Viſible Church, Nay ſinoe 
our Submiſſion to theſe Rulers is. required 
by a Command of Chriſt, we are bound, as 
his Immediate Subjects, to obey. this Com- 
mand : And if we will approve our ſelves as 
acceptable Subjects of his Invi/ible Church, 10 
be dutiful Members of his Viſible. FLOP 
| -In themſelves. therefore, and accanting to 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt, theſe two Characters 
a and the Duties founded on them, are as re- 
” concileable to one another, as it is to obey 
the King as Supreme, and Magiftrates as thoſe 
who are ſent by Um, and act by his Commiſ- 
ſion. All che Queſtion is, Whether the Pow- 
ers ordinarily claim'd by the viſible Officers 
of the Church, do not exceed the Boundaries 
2 preſcribed to them by Chriſt. For if the Sub- 
3 9rdinate Powers claim an Independency on the 
E or pretend the Authority of his Com- 
wiſſion for injoyning Actions which He hath 
expreſsly Poo 04 Theſe Powers become 
then Inconſiſtent ; and he who will obey tlie 
one, cannot alſo obey the other. Or if the 
Subordinate Magiſtrate takes upon him to com- 
mand Actions — he hath no Authority 
to command, or to prohibit what he hath no 
Authority to prohibit, He is guilty of Uſur- 
pation upon the Liberties of the Subject. This 
is what is objected againſt the vi/i Hle Officers 
of Chriſt's Church. It is pretended, that the 
Powers claim'd by them are ſo extended, 
as to be inconfiltent with the Supremacy of 
8 | | ; . Chriſt, 


£24 Of the Vifible'and Twolfible 
Chriſt, and the Right, and" Liberties of hib 
Now in tlie preceeding Parts of this Dif- 
courſe, I have endeavour'd to ſhew what are 
the Powers reſerved to himſelf by Chriſt, as 
the Supreme Inviſible Head of his Church; 
and what Authority he hath delegated to his 
Miniſters, for the Order and OFconomy of 
his Vifible Church : And accordingly, what 
Duties He requires from us, 1s we are imme- 
gare) fubje® to Him ; and what Obedience 
we owe to his Officers and Miniſters, as Mem- 
bers of that Viſible Society which He hath ap- 
pointed. In ſtating the Supremacy of Chriſt 
as Head, and the Rights or Duties of his 
Diſciples as Members of the Inviſible Church, 
F have allowed all that hath been aſſerted by 
thoſe whoſe Concluſions T oppoſe, one Pro- 
poſition only excepted; Viz. That what ſo- 
ever we do from 'a full Perſuaſion of Mind is 
acceptable to Chrift : As to the main Points of 
this Inquiry — The fole and immediate Au- 
thority of Chriſt as Teacher, Law-giver, Kc. 
The Equality of all Chriſtians as Members 
of the Inviſible Church, & c. I will ſuppoſe 
we are pretty well agreed. I then confider'd 
the Powers veſted in the Rulers of the Vi- 
Able Church, which T hope will appear the 
ſame that are claim'd to them, by the Do- 
ctrine and Conſtitution of the Church of Eng- 
land And if it can be ſhewn, that theſe 
Powers are not inconſiſtent with the Sypre- 
macy of Chriſt; nor the Obedience demanded 
. * 6 
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to them, any Abridgment of the Righrs and 
Liberties of his Diſciples, we may hope to 
come to ſome Agreement in this Poitit alfo. 
Now fince I have endeavour'd to prove, 
thawall the Authority aſcribed to the bible 
Rulers of the Church, is either derived to 
them by the expreſs: Inſtitution of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, or evidently implied in the Na- 
ture of thoſe Powers which are veſted in them 
by that Inſtitution; I might. preſume, that 
in conſequence of what has been already of- 
fer d, it muſt appear, that the Authority aſſer- 
ted to the viſihle Rulers of the Church, can- 
; not be inconſiſtent with the Authority reſerved 
f to himſelf by Chriſt, or the Liberties which 
| He hath left his Diſciples. All that can be ob- 

jected in bar to this Inference, is that the 
| Scriptures whence we argue are not truly 
: interpreted. It is not I think pretended that 
7 theſe Scriptures are not, in an obvious Con- 

ſtru&ion, capable of the Meaning ve aſſign 
; them; For it-is well known that thus they 
1 have been underſtood in all Ages of the 
c Church; but our Interpretation is therefore 
8 objected to, becauſe: the Powers we aſcribe 
1 to the Ruler of the Church in conſequence 
c 


of it. are inconſiſtent with that Supremacy of 
Chriſt, and thoſe Liberties of his Diſciples, 


- DD which-we acknowledge to be clearly aſſerted 
in other Scriptures. It will not therefore be 
e neceſſary to re: conſider the ſeveral Places we 
— have alledg'd but our Interpretation, and the 


e ag ; p - f 2, 
d Doctrine rais'd from it, will ſtand free 8 
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md to this Authority, 


as Of the Wife al Koji, 


If tt can be ſhewn, that all the Au- 
placed in the vie Officers of the 
Chu S perfectly conſiſtent with the Sy- 
cy of Chriſt: And that the Submiſſion 
very well con- 
fit with the Rights and Liberties of Chri- 
ffians. That this may more fully appear, 
it will be of uſe to place theſe Powers and 


Duties in 2 nearer View to each other, and 
_ conſider” particularly whether they are ſo ir- 
rexoncileable as has been pretended : And 


L muſt deſire the Reader, to pardon ſuch ne- 
. e as "00 real will ob- 
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Der the Powers aſſgn d to the Rulers of 
+ the Viſible. Church are a with 
the Supremacy of Chriſt. No 


ND E rſt, hon us ande e the 
Powers claim'd to the Vi/ible Rulers 
35 Chrife Church, are inconſiſtent with that 


Aut bority which He hath reſerved to him- 


1 
That Chiiſ did not levve his Diſciples in 
2 State of perfect Equality, but appointed 
ſome to 1 over others, I ſhall look 
upon as already proved”: And TI: preſume it 
bs owt denie — whatever wer 1 
at 
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| _ actually delegated to them is, in gene- 


ral, conſiſtent with that Authority which He 
hath reſerv'd to Himſelf. The Objection there- 


fore muſt lie againſt the —— aſcribed to 
their Now the Powers ow 4 


. were, 


L An 8 to Teach and Exhort Men 

do believe the Truths, and Practiſe the 
25 1— of the Goſpel. wed 

II. An Authority to miniſter in the Pub- 
lick Offices and Ordinances of Religion. 
. m. An Authority to make Lau for the 
External behaviour of Chriſtians. And, 
1 W . To Puniſh Offenders againſt thoſe Laws. 


N But in the Exerciſe of all theſe Powers, 
They are limited to Teach or Preſcribe no- 
thing that is contrary to the Doctrines, or the 
Laws of Chriſt ; To adminifter no Ordinances 
but what He has. Inſtituted; and to Inflict no 
Penalties but Suſpenſion, or Excluſion from 
the external Privileges of the Church. 

On the other ſide the Authority reſerv'd to 
Chriſt, is the ſole Power of preſcribing an ade- 
quate Rule to the Faith or Practice of his Ser- 
vants; The ſole Power of inſtituting Ordinan- 
ces in his Church; The ſole Power of obliging 
the conſcience and Internal obedience of Men by 
his Laws; And of infliting the Spiritual and 
Eternal Penalties of Sin en the Tranſgreſſors 
of them. And one wou'd think there needs 
uy more, than barely to ſet theſe Powers-the 

Oue 
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one by the other, to ſhew not only the Con- 
ſiſtency, but the perfect Agreement and Sub- 
ſerviency of the one to the other. The ſame 
Rule, and no other, which Chriſt hath pre- 
{cribed to the Faith and Actions of his Diſci- 
ples, doth the Church claim Authority to 
Preach and inculcate. The ſame Ordinances, 
and no other, that Chriſt has inſtituted do's 
the Church claim Authority to. adminiſter. 
What the Laws of Chriſt have injoyn'd on 


the Conſcience; That and nothing elſe do's 


the Church require to be Externally per- 
formꝭ d, as a neceſſary Duty. And what Chriſt 
hath declared He will Erernally puniſh, on 
that are the Governours of the Church al- 
lowed to ſhew their Reſentment in Temporary 
Inflictions. And ſo far as an Obligation to 


the External performance leads Men to a 


Senſe of their Internal Duty, ſo far do the 


Laws of the Church further and promote 


Mens Obedience to the Laws af Chriſt. But 
let us conſider theſe Powers more diſtinctly. 
1. That the Commiſſion given by Chriſt 
tao the Rulers: of his Church, to Teach and 
Inſtruct others, implies ſome. Authority can- 


not be denied by any who on Them to be 


at all diſtinguiſh'd from other Chriſtians by 
their Commiſſion. And ſince in the Exerciſe 
of this Authority we acknowledge them re- 
ſtrain d to Preach no other Doctrines hut thoſe 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it is evi- 
dent we aſeribe to them no Power but what 


is conſiſtent with the Supremaq of Chriſt. 


So 
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80 far as They exceed this Commiſſion, They 
are conteſt to have no Authority: And while 
They act within the Limits of It, They can 
no more be ſaid to uſurp upon the Authority 
of Chriſt, than an Embaſſador, who punctu- 
ally delivers his Meſſage, uſutps upon the 
Authority of the Prince who ſent him. What 
weight there may be in that Obje&ion, form'd 
igainſt the Authority of this Office, from the 
Power of Interpretation implied in it, ſince it 
equally affects the Legiſlature of the Church, 
ſhall be conſider'd under that Head. 

2. Tliat Chriſt is out only Prieſt, who cou'd 
offer up a ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sa- 
tisfaction for our Sin to God, the ſole Me- 
diator and Intercaſſor, who can effectually in- 
tercede for us with his Father and prevail for 
Succeſs and Acceptance to our Prayers, we rea- 
dily own. But this is no way inconſiſtent 
with the Acknowledgment of an External Vi- 
{ible Prieſthood, appointed to miniſter in his 
Name in ſuch external Ordinances as He has 
preſcribed to his Church on Earth, to offer up 
the Prayers of his Servants to God in his 
Name, and in his Name to Intercede for them: 
Becauſe tho the ultimate Succeſs of our Pray- 
ers with God, and the Efficacy of theſe Ordi- 
nances to derive on us the Graces promiſed in 
them depends on the Mediation and Interceſ- 
ſon of Chriſt, yet we may teaſonably believe 
and teach that He will be eſpecially prevail '4 
on to intercede for this Succeſs to our Prayers 


When they are offer d in che manner He has 
| K | directed, 
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all our Exigences deſire their Prayers and In- 


terceſſions for us, becauſe He has by his Apo- 


ſtle directed us to call for theſe Elders tu pray 


fur us, and promiſed a ſpecial Regard to their 


Interceſſions; and that the Ordinances He 
has preſcribed will more effectually procure 
us the Graces annex d to them when admi- 
niſter d by Perſons appointed to that Office, 
tho! tis acknowledged that Chriſt alone can 


_ confer theſe Graces. - And I beg leave to ob- 


ſerve, That tho' the internal Qualifications of 
the Receiver are more uſually inſiſted on as 


neceſſary Conditions of rendring the Ordi- 


nances of Religion effectual Means of Grace; 
yet the Authority of the Perſon who admi- 
niſters them, is not a mere Nicety and Trifle : 
For as King James the Firſt judiciouſſy deter- 


min'd in the Hampton-Court Conference, tho 
the Call of the Miniſter he not of the Eſſence 


of the Sacrament, yet tis of the. Eſſence of 
the Adminiſtration. And tis certain any Per- 
{on may, with juſt the ſame Authority, take 


upon him to Inſtitute new Sacraments in the 


Chriſtian Church, and pretend to convey Gra- 
ces by them, as He can take upon Him to ad- 
miniſter thoſe inſtitutec by Chriſt without 2 


regular Commiſſion to do it. And therefore 
with reſpect to the Point before us the Lſur- 


pation. on Chriſt's Authority, He only uſurps 


: a Power 


upon the Supremacy of Chriſt who aſſumes 
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directed and by the Miniſtry of thefe Perfons 
whom He has appointed to offer them; That 
without any diſreſpect to Chriſt, we may in 
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a Power of either inſtituting new Sacraments 


in his Church, or adminiſtring thoſe inſtituted 


without being call'd to it according to his 
Appointment. But He who only Adminiſters 
thoſe which Chriſt has inſtituted according 


to his Preſcription, and in Obedience to a 


regular Commiſſion which He has receiv'd for 
this Office, do's not oppoſe the Authority of 
Chriſt but obey it. : 


3. In the Legiſlative Authority aſcribed to 


the Church was included a Power to preſcribe 
ſuch Actions, or ſuch Modes or Circumſtances 
of Actions as are left Indifferent, (i. e.) nei- 
ther commanded nor forbidden by Chriſt. 
That this Power belongs to Them, I have en- 
deavour'd to prove, from the general Com- 
miſſions given them to provide for Decency, 
Order, and Edification, by preſcribing ſuch ex- 
ternal indifferent Obſervances, as they ſhall 
judge conducive to theſe Ends. That, in the 
Matter of ſuch Rules, they do not contradict 
any Law of Chriſt it is plain; becauſe the 
Things which they preſcribe are ſuppoſed to 
be neither commanded nor forbidden by his 
Law. It muſt alſo be bonfeſt, That in judg- 
ing of the Fitneſs and Expediency of ſuch Pre- 
ſcriptions to theſe Ends, They do not uſurp 
upon any Authority which Chriſt hath re- 
ſerv'd to himſelf ; becauſe Chriſt hath not 
reſerv d this Judgment to Himſelf, but left it 
to their Diſcretion: And ſince whatever pro- 
mates Decency, Order, and Edification, tends 
alſo to quicken and diffuſe internal Religion 

e 3 thro” 
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thro the Aſſembly; This Power, thus ap- 


plied, is not only conſiſtent with the Autho- 
rity of Chriſt, but very muen pern the 


Influence of it. 


Farther it was affirm'd, d, That whatever er- 
Wert Ordinances or Actions Chriſt hath poſi- 


tively injoyn'd on the Obſervance of his Diſ- 
ciples, to Thoſe the Governours of the Church 


have Authority to demand a publick Com- 


plianee. Naw this Power cannot contradict the 


| Bas e of Chriſt; becauſe, as to the exter- 


nal Action, it is ſuppoſed to require preciſely. 
the ſame. Things which Chriſt commands. 

It was alſo affirm'd, that They had Au- 
thority to preſcribe a Viſible Obedience to 
all Chriſt's Laws concerning either Faith or 
Morality. - But in no Inſtance of their Lc- 
giflative Authority is any Power claim'd to 
them, which can, be charged with any Di- 
minution® of Chriſt's Authority, or any In- 
croachment upon it. They are not allowed 

to alter, or reverſe any one of his Laws, or 
de the Obedience of his Subjects from 
them; and therefore, while they act within 
theſe Limitations, They cannot len His 
Anthority : Neither can they Incroach upon 
it, becauſe it is not pretended that their Laws 
are of the ſame Extent, have the ſame Obli- 
gation, or are iuforced with the ſame Penal- 
ties that His are. | 

The Subject of Chriſt's Laws is principally 
the ner Man, of whom they do not aſſume 


any — in their Laws; and the A- 


ctions 


e 
SEY 
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ctions which He commands, are Principally 
Internal. But the Laws of tlie Church re- 
gard only the External Conduct: They do 
not require the Inward Belief of the Mind 
in Articles of Faith; or the ſecret Grace of 
the Heart in Moral Duties. Theſe things 
the Miniſters of Chriſt Teach and Exhort, 
but do not Command. But the Actions which 
They preſcribe by their Laws, are ſuch ex- 
ternal Performances, as are the viſible Signs, 
the natural and proper Expreſſions of ſuch 
Inward Acts and Diſpoſitions of the Soul as 
Chriſt has commanded. And theſe. Laws 
They do not affirm to have any farther Ob- 
ligation on the Conſcience, than as the Per- 
formance directed by them is a proper Sign 
and Expreſſion of ſuch an inward Diſpoſition 
of the Heart as Chriſt requires; and conſe- 
5 quently 1s agreeable and ſubſervient to his 

Law; and even when the Action is thus qua- 
lified, They do not pretend that the Con- 
r WW ſcience is obliged to it by Their Law, but 
n by Chriſt's. And, | 
n Laſtly; They do not Preſcribe theſe Ext 

ternal Obſervances as neceſlary Conditions of 
the ſecret Union of the Soul with Chriſt ; 
but as Terms of Communion with the Vi- 
ſible Church, Neither do they pretend to 
inflict the Eternal Penalties of Sin upon the 
Breach of their Laws, but only Suſpenfion 
irom the Privileges, or Excluſion from the 
Society of that Viſible Church, of which Chriſt 
hath ordaind them Magiſtrates, 

„ K 3 Now 
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Now in theſe Powers there appears ſuch 
a wiſe Connection, and Subſerviency of the 
Miniſterial to the Sovereign Authority, as we 
might expect in a Conſtitution framed by 
a Divine Law-giver; but not the leaſt Jar- 
ring or Interference of the one with the 

other, | 0h e 
Io this it hath been Objected, That the 
Power claim'd by the Viſible Rulers of the 
Church, of requiring ſuch publick Profeſſions 


of Faith, or obliging Men to the open Pra- 


ctice of ſuch Duties, as They think Chriſt 
has commanded, ſuppoſes an Authority to in- 
terpret Chriſt's Laws, and propoſe ſuch In- 
terpretation to the Conſcience as his Law: 
And ſince whoever has a Power of interpręt- 
ing a Law, and declaring the Conſcience ob- 
liged to that Interpretation, has in effect the 
Power of making the Law, and obliging the 
Conſcience to his own Law ; It follows that 
the Rulers of the Church, by aſſuming this 


Authority, manifeſtly uſurp upon the Le- 


giſtative Authority of Chriſt. h | 
Now the Principle, from which this Ob- 
jection argues, we acknowledge to be true; 
bis. That an Abſolute Power of Interpre- 
tation obliging the Conſcience, and of Enact- 
ing Laws in conſequence of it, with the ſame 
Obligation, is Equivalent to the Legiſlative 
Authority of Chriſt : And whoever Claims 
it, we agree is juſtly charg'd with uſurping 
upon the Authority of Chriſt, But that we 
haye aſſerted go ſuch Power to the Rulers 


of 
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of the Church, we may appeal to any one 
who obſerves the Limitations of that Autho- 
rity aſcribed to them. But becauſe this is an 
Ob jection much inſiſted on; and from which 
the Adverſaries of the Church promiſe them- 
ſelves the greateſt Triumphs both over its 


Doctrines and its Laws, I ſhall conſider it here 
diſtinctly, as it affects, ho 


1. The Authority of the Interpretation; 
2. The Authority of the Law framed and 
enacted upon that Interpretation. 


As to the Interpretation; That the Rulers 
of the Church have 2 Right of Interpreting 


Chriſt's Laws, fo far as is neceſſary to a Con- 


ſcientious Diſcharge of the Duties of their 
Station, was before proved, and cannot be 
denied by thoſe who contend for this as a 
common Right belonging to all Chriſtians. 
For Inſtance; They are obliged by the Law 
of Chriſt, to require a Publick Profeſſion of 
Faith from Every Perſon whom they admit 
into the Church by Baptiſm. In order to o- 


bey this Law with good Conſcience, They 


conſult the Scripture; and what it appears to 
Them Chriſt has required Men to believe, as 
a Condition of entring into this Covenant 
with him, That they require them to Profeſs : 
Now, fo far as They interpret thus for their 
own direction, it is evident They do not'a& 
with any Authority at all, but as upon a Le- 
vel with other Chriſtians, who ſearch the 
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Scriptures for the Rule and Meaſure of their 


Duty; and conſequently cannot uſurp upon 
the Authority of Chriſt. When They come 
to propoſe this Interpretation as the Foun; 
dation of a Law which they enact upon it, 
725 a Reaſon for Mens Submiſſion to that 


Law; They then indeed exerciſe Authority 


as Guides and Teachers, but not yet as Law- 
givers, But ſuch an Authority as is perfectly 
conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt. For 


they do not propoſe this Interpretation as ob- 


liging the Conſcience, any farther than it is 
the true Senſe and Meaning of Chriſt. The 


Interpretation, indeed, tho miſtaken , binds | 


their own Conſcience, and obliges them to pre- 
ſcribe their Law according to it; becauſe it 
1s to Them the Law of Chriſt. . But they do 
not propoſe it as obliging the Conſcience of 
other Men, any farther than it is agreeable to 
the Intention of Chriſt. And that it is thus 
agreeable to the Intention of Chriſt, They 
do not teach that any one 1s required to 
believe in contradiction to his own, or others 
plain Reaſons againſt it ; But only where no 
ſuch Reaſons appear, They preſume their Au- 


thority ought to be ſubmitted to: Becauſe 


with Jeſs Authority than this, Their Com- 


miſſion (as has been ſaid) can ſignify no- 


thing, nor any way diſtinguiſh Them from 
other Men who have no Commiſſion, It is 


* 


plain therefore, Wu 

* To That the Authority claim'd to the In- 

ter pretation of our Superiors is not an 47 
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Fry Authority, obliging the- Conſcience : K be- 


cauſe it is confeſt to have no Authority o- 


ver the Conſcience, any farther than it is a- 
greeable to the Meaning and Intention of 
Chriſt. | 


2. If by Conſcience we mean à Rational 


Conſcience, a Conviction of Duty formed 


upon Reaſons," it is manifeſt, Here is no Au- 
thority exerciſed over the Conſcience at all: 
Becauſe it is ſubmitted ta every Man's Rea- 
ſon to Judge, whether the Interpretation be 
agreeable to Chriſt's Will or not, before he 
is obliged to receive it: And it is hard to 
imagine how the Conſcience can be faid to 
be forced, where no rational Conviction is 
pretended to be over-ruled. And even in 
that caſe, where we contend that the Au- 
thority of the Superior ought to be ſubmit- 
ted to; Jig. when no good Reaſons appear 
againſt his Interpretation; the Submiſſion is 
therefore paid to, his Opinion , becauſe the 
Opinion of one commiſſion d by Chriſt to 
Inſtruct us is, in thoſe nas the 


beſt Reaſon that can be given * Aſſent. 


We are oblig'd in Conſcience & receive his 
Interpretation i in this caſe, for the ſame Rea- 
ſons that in others we may be obliged to 
reject it; Vi. Becauſe we are oblig d to 
act according to the beſt Light we can get 
into the Import of Chriſt's Will. Where 
the Precept s Plain, that Senſe which to 
the common Reaſon of Mankind appears in- 
Gere in it is the immediate Rule of ouy 

| Actions: 
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Actions: Where the Precept is of difficult 
or doubtful Interpretation, the Sentiments of 
our: appointed Guides are our proper Rule. 
But the Obligation on the Conſcience to be 
directed by their Judgment, is not derived 
from Them, bat from the Law of Chrift, 
which, in this Caſe, requires us to ſubmit 


| to their Opinion. And the practical Obe- 
| dience paid to the Precept, whoſe Senſe we 


receive from their. Interpretation, is not paid 
to Them, but to Chriſt the Author of the 
0 N 
Chriſt has commanded us to follow our 
own Reaſon, as far as that ſerves clearly to 
inform us in his Will, where that doth not 
determine us, He has appointed Guides and 
Inſtructers to lead and direct us. Our Obli- 
gations to follow our own Reaſon in the 
one Caſe, and their Inſtructions in the other, 
are equally derived from the Law of Chriſt : 


lers of the Church, the ſole Power of obli- 

ging the Conſcience is reſervd to Chriſt ; 

and conſequently no part of that Authority 

reſerv'd to hunſelf by Chrift is incroach'd 

80 II. Then 
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of the Church, the Anſwer to this Objection 
may be preſumed to be already given. For 

fince the Medium, by which it attempts to 

prove the Legiſlative Power claim'd to the 
Church an Uſurpation upon Chriſt's Autho- 
rity, is that it implies a Power of Interpreta- 

tion which is inconſiſtent with the Supremacy 
of Chriſt ; If the Authority of Chriſt be no. 
way infringed by the Interpretation, the Le- 

giſlative Power 'of the Church, or the Power 

of preſcribing External Obſervances agreeable 

to that Interpretation, 1s intirely unaffected by 

this Objection: And we are at Liberty to re- 

aſſume, that the Legiſlative Power aſſerted to 

the Church, is not inconſiſtent with the Au- 

thority reſerved to himſelf by Chriſt. 

I can recollect nothing that I have affirm'd 
of the Juri ſaliction of the Church, which can 
with the leaſt Appearance of Reaſon be thought 
inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt; 
unleſs it be, that whenever the Authority of 


the Church is duly exerciſed, if the Offender 
be really Guilty of the Crimes for which he 


is cenſured, and doth not atone for them by 
Repentance, the Sentence of the Church upon 
him Here, will be follow'd by a much hea- 
vier Sentence from Chriſt in the World to 
come And accordingly, that he who is Ab- 
ſolved from his Offence by the Church, if his 
Repentance be really as ſincere as it appears 
to be, is Abſolved alſo by Chriſt from his Of- 
fence againſt his Law, And this the _— 

Fore 0 
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of che Church, as faithful Miniſters of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, are certainly hound to Teach; 
becauſe Chriſt has expreſsly declared, that he 
will thus forgive the Penitent, and thus a- 
venge himſelf on the impenitent Sinner. But 
at the ſame time it is confeſt, That the Autho- 
rity of the Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, as Judges, 
reaches no farther than to puniſh the Overt- 
Action, as a Breach of their Law, requiring 
the External Obſervance of, Chriſt's Com- 
mands: And agreeably their Abſolution is 
{ given upon the external and apparent Signs 
= of Repentance. Now, "though theſe out ward 
If Sig ns. of Guilt or Repentance are not an in- 
_=_ Fallible Evidence of the inward State of the 
Man, yet are they Legal Preſumptions of it, 
and the only Marks by which a human Judg- 
ment can be form'd. - And therefore the Ru- 
lers of the Church, as Teachers of the Go- 
ſpel, commiſſion'd by Chriſt to watch over the 
Souls of the Flock, are bound, when theſe 
External Signs of Guilt -appear, to declare 
the Man in an impenitent State, and obnoxious 
to the Penalties of Chriſt's Laws; and where 
the External 'Signs of Repentance appear, to E 
declare him abſolv2d and forgiven. 00 
But it is not pretended, that by WH judi- 4% 
cial A& of their own they can- adjudge the 
Criminal to theſe future Penalties, or abſolve 
him from them; Or that Chriſt will inflict 
them in Ex-cution of their Sentence, or remit 
them in Conſequence of their Abſolution : : 
9: that their Cznſure fixes the Man in that 


State 


9 A N FE 


State * e Guilt, which they tech will 
be attended with theſe Penalties, or that their 
Ab ſolution reſtores him to a State of internal 
Innocence: But his inward Guilt or Inno- 
cence they leave ſolely to be determin'd by 


Chriſt; and theſe Penalties they leave ſolely 


to be inflicted or remitted by him, in conſe- 
quence of his own ate or Abſolution, 
and not of Theirs, And conſequently they 
do not »furp upon the proper Authority of 
Chriſt; to whom it is intirely left to judge 
of the internal Sin or Contrition of the Per- 
ſon, and either to inflic or remit the future 
Puniſhment. 

It is indeed affirmed, and cannot, I think, 
without Impiety and direct Contradiction to 
Scripture be denied, that the Prayers of the 
faithful, and more particularly of thoſe who 
are appointed by Chriſt to miniſter in the Of- 
ſices of Religion, to intercede for his People, 
and bleſs in his Name, are a Means of great Ef- 
ficacy to prevail with God to remit the Eter- 
nal Penalties of Sin, and reftore the Penitent 
to his Grace and Favour. But theſe Prayers 
(as was obſerv'd) are not judicial Acts, and 


conſequently no Incroachment on the Juriſe 
diction of * 
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and the Submiſſion requir d from the Sub. 


0. of the Viſible www are confi 2 
with Chriſtian Liberty. 


U it is ob jected farther, PW the Au- 
thority aſcribed to the Rulers of the 
Church is inconſiſtent with that Liberty, 
which Chriſt has left to all his Diſciples : 
And if this Imputation is juſt, it muſt be ac- 
knowledg'd concluſive againſt ſuch Autho- 
=... 
As to that Branch of their Authority by 
which they are commiſhon'd to Miniſter in the 
publick Offices of Religion, ſince it has been 
prov'd, that Chriſt has inſtituted an Order of 
n in his. Church, with a ſpecial Appoint- 
ment fo attend on this Miniſtry ; This In- 


ſtitution it ſelf excludes all 1 from this 


Power, and conſequently by the mere Claim 
5 this Authority they cannot uſurp upon 

any Right or Liberty belonging to other 
Chriſtians. And the only Inſtances in which 
they can uſurp upon our 2 2 in the Exer- 


ciſe of this Authority, are either when they 
require us to believe certain Ordinances or 
Adminiſtrations to be lawful or neceſſary, 
WH are not ſo; Or when they oblige under 


ſome 


That the e r to the Rulers, 
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* 8 to conform to ſuch Ordinances 
or Adminiſtrations. But in theſe Inſtances 
they act not as Miniſters but in quite different 
Characters; in the former as Teachers, in the 
latter as' Lawrgivers or Judges. If therefore 
it can be ſhewn, that the Wow aſhgn'd to 
them under theſe Characters are no Abridg- 
ment of our Liberty, we may preſume that 
every Branch of their Authority will be ac- 
quitted from this Charge, In order to this 
it will be of uſe to obſerve what that Liberty 

is which Chriſt has left to all his Diſciplan 
And this, if we examine all the Variety of 
Caſes in which this Liberty can be pleaded, 


will be found fully 8 in theſe 
Ee 5 


1. That no perſon has Authority to oblige 
us to Believe any Doctrine, which Chriſt 
has not obliged us to Aer. 2 


us to perform any Aclion, which Chriſt 
has forbidden. 


23. That no Perſon has Authority to impoſe 


on us any indifferent Action, which 
Chriſt has not impower'd him to im- 
poſe. 


* If then we have aſeribed no Authority to 
ey the Rulers of the Church, by which they 
or can uſurp upon our Liberty in any of theſe 


y, Inſtances, we are e ſafe from this Objection. 
ler 'J 


me | As 


2. That no Perſon has Authority to obli ge 
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As to the'fir/? of theſe Exemptions, which 
guards us againſt ' any Incroachment of our 
Superiours as Gwides and Teachers; I muſt 
obſerve, that the Authority aſcribed to them 


under this Character was reſtrain'd within 
ſuch Limits, as leave the Subject the free Ex- 


erciſe of his Reaſon to judge, whether the 
Doctrines which they teach afe agreeable to 


thoſe taught by Chriſt or not. The only In- 


ſtance in which Submiſſion was claim'd to 
their mere Authority, was when no good Rea- 


ſons appear againſt their Aſſertions: And who- 
ever will pretend that this is inconſiſtent with 


his Liberty, muſt not object againſt the Extent 
aſhgn'd to their Commiſſion, hut muſt deny 
that they have any Commiſſion at all. K* 

Neither, Secondly, is any Authority aſcri- 
bed to the Rulers of the Church as Leg1ſlators, 


by. which they can oblige us to any Action 


forbidden by Chriſt. This indeed muſt fol- 


low from what was before offer'd to prove 


the Authority of the Rulers confiſtent with 
the Supremacy of Chriſt, For if no Autho- 


rity is given to the Rulers to preſcribe any 


Thing contrary to what Chriſt commands, it 
is plain no Obligation is laid on the Subject to 
perform any Thing in Obedience to tliem 
which Chriſt has forbidden: And the ſame 
Arguments that prove their Authority of Pre- 
ſeribing what, according to their Interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, is agreeable to Chriſt's Will, 
to be conſiſtent with the Srpremacy of Chriſt, 
equally prove, that it is conſiſtent with that 

| | Liberty 
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Liberty which he has, left his Dif ciples. For 
the Läberty claim'd by this Exemdtion is 
founded on, and exactly proportion'd to the 


reſerved Authority of Chriſt; and is in other 
Words nothing elſe but the Plea of a Prior 
and Superiour Obligation to tlie Authority of 


Ohriſt. But though this Authority of pre- 


ſcribing Laws according to their Interpretati- 
vn of Scripture, has been already conſider'd, 


and I hope pretty clearly Eſtabliſh'd ; yet, be- 
cauſe this ſeems. to be the Point of Diſtreſs in 
all the Conitroyerſies , that have been raisd 
concerning Eccleſiaſtical Power, I am willing 
to take every Opportunity of inforceing 


what I have ſuggeſted concerning it. 


It will preſume be allowed, that there are 
ſome Laws of Chriſt ſo plain, that every 
Chriſtian, as ſuch, is obliged to obey them 


according to the true Senſe intended in them. 


The Governours of the Church therefote do 


not abridge our Chriſtian Liberty, when they 


require a Viſible , and External Compliance 
with ſuck plain and neceſſary Laws. Nei- 
ther are they without a Rule, by which they 


are warranted. to Judge what Laws are thus 


plain and neceſſary, vis, the common Reaſon 
and Apprehenſion of Mankind. For we are 
aſſured Chriſt adapted his Laws to the com- 
mon Capacities of Man, as a reaſonable Be- 
ing: The common Reaſon of Mankind, there- 
fore, is a Meaſure or Standard, by which they 
are authorized to judge what Laws of Chriſt 
are plain and neceſſary, and in what Senſe 
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fible and External Compliance with "ſuch 


{ſame Rule t Chriſt has forbidden, by 


and Apprehenſions of Maikind. As the Su- 


. quired by the Law of Chriſt, which only in 
their own mere Opinion, and ' in Contradicti- 


they are ſo; and conſequently they do no H- 
ury to any one, when, without regarding an 
particular Man's Opinion, they require à VI- 


Laws of Chriſt as to the common Reaſon of 
Mankind appear plain and fieceſſary, and in 
that Senſe in which they appear to be ſo. 
And as no Strength of Perſuaſion will *excuſe 
any Perſon to Chriſt! acting co öntrary to n 

135 which he was obliged to underſtand and 
obey "fo neither will it excuſe him acting 
contrary to the Law of his Superiours, 'Fequi- 
ring him Externally to obey it in tlie ſame 


Sen 1 ce. The Rulers of the Church, therefore, 


do not. abridge us of- any Part of that Liberty 6 
Chriſt has left us, in fequiring an External t 
Obſervance of theſe plain Laws, becauſe, in 7 
thele Inftances, they require or forbid the fame t 
Actions that are required or forbidden by | 
Chriſt. 129700 5 p 
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on which Chriſt Has manifeſtly forbidden, C: 


they . preſcribe without Authority; and the it 
Sub jeck is under no Obligation to perform it. 
But len the Subject is bound to judge by the 


which the Suberionuks, are to judge what he 
has commanded; bis. the common Reaſon 


 periours, may not preſcribe any Action as re- 


on to the common n Reaſon and ä 
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of Mankind, appears to be ſo requir d ſo 


Action as forbidden by Chriſt, which only in 


his own mere Opinion, and in Contradiction 
to the common Reaſon and Apprehenſions of 
Mankind appears to be forbidden. In what- 
ever Inſtance our Opinion contradicts the com- 
mon Reaſon and Apprehenſions of Mankind, 
the Action muſt be eſteem'd, at leiſt, doubt- 
ful, and cannot be preſumed to he eithef plain- 
ly commanded or plainly forbidden. 
But neither doth the Power aſcribed to 
the Rulers of the Church, of interpreting 
ſuch Laws of Chriſt as are of difficult or 
doubtful Interpretation, and injoining an Ex- 
ternal Obſervance according to ſuch Interpre- 
tation, imply any Authority of obliging Men 
to perform what is forbidden them hy Chriſt: 
Becauſe he cannot be ſaid to be obliged to 
perform an Action forbidden by Chriſt, 'who 
is only required to perform an Action, con- 
cerning which he is not determin'd whether 
it be commanded or forbidden. 
To the Rulers it appears plainly. command- 
ed by the Law of Chriſt, and therefore they, 
by their Office, are obliged to injoin the Ex- 
ternal Obſervance of it. T's the Subject it 
doth not appear either plainly conimanded og 
;- Þ plainly forbidden, and therefore by diſobey- 
e- ing his Rulers, he runs an equal Hazard of 
in acting contrary to the Law of Chriſt, as by 
i- obeying: them. At the ſame time he is bound 
ns by another plain Law of Chriſt, to obey his 
OE L 2 _ = "RoW 
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148 Of the Viſible und Inviſtble 
Rulers in all Things lawful; and conſequent- 
ly, by diſobeying in ſuch an Inſtance, he 
runs the hazard of öffending againſt a plain 
Law, for fear he ſhould offend againſt ſome 
unknown Law, ſome Law which, by his 


doubting, he confeſſes he doth Hot know whe- 
ther Chriſt has injoin'd or not. 


1 TO 


3. As to Actions in their Nature indifferent, 
G. e.) neither commanded nor forbidden by 
Chriſt; ſince. the Power of preſcribing ſuc! 
indifferent Actions, whenever they are con- 
| 5 50 to Decency, Order, and Edification, is 
expreſsly left by Chriſt to the Rulers of the 
Church; the Subje& is not at Liberty whe- 
ther he will obey theſe Preſcriptions, ſo di- 
reded, or not; and conſequently by being 
required to obey them, he is not deprived of 
any Liberty left him by Chriſt, The Action, 
before it is commanded, he is at Liberty to 
perform or let alone: But after it is com- 
manded, though the Action be, in its Nature, 
or with Reſpect to the Law of Chriſt, indif- 
ferent; yet the Obedience is not fo, but ex- 
preſsly injoin'd by Chrift, . 


3 . 


Neither is it left to the Subject to determine 
whether theſe Actions are expedient or con- 
ducive to Decency, Order, 0 or not; but 
this is left wholly to the Judgment and Diſ- 
cxetion of the Rulers. When therefore the 
Subject refuſes to obey ſuch Preſcriptions, 
upon pretence of Unfitneſs or Inexpediency, 
he exceeds the Bounds of that Liberty which 
e Wenn 


Cebu Is r. 149 
belongs to him, and uſurps upon the proper 
Authority of his Superiours. | 
If the Action indeed appears to him plain- 
ly Unlau fail, (i. e.) forbidden by Chriſt, tho 
it may be in its Nature indifferent, yet he is 
bound not to perform it. But the Ruler, 
nevertheleſs, doth him no Injury in preſcri- 
bing it, becauſe it appears to him in its Na- 
ture ndifferent, and in its Uſe expedient ; 
and therefore ſuch, as he is not only impow- 
er d. but commanded by Chrift to preſcribe : 
And conſequently in preſcribing it, he only 
executes a Commiſſion which he has receiv'd 
from Chriſt. And by whatever Act of Au- 
thority he only performs his own Duty, he 
cannot uſurp upon another's Liberty; be- 
cauſe we are aſſured Chriſt has not left any 
Liberties to ſome of his Subjects, which are 
inconſiſtent with thoſe Duties which he has 
required from others. 1 
"© whatever the Perſuaſion of the Subject 
may be concerning either the Senſe of Chrilt's 
Laws, or the Nature of the Actions injoin'd, 
or how much ſoever the command of his 
Rulers may either in Appearance or Reality 
be contrary to the Law of Chriſt ; yet the 
Liberty of the Subject is perfectly ſecured to 
him by that Limitation of his Obedience, 
which allows him to refuſe his active Com- 
pliance with any Command, which he has 
Reaſon to believe inconſiſtent with his Duty 
to Chriſt, If his Objections are ſupported 
with good Reaſons, or ſuch as appear plainly 
FFFFPFVTVCCCC 
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concluſive to him, Authority is ſubmitted 6 
to them, and he is excuſed from Sin, in not 0 
actively obeyine it, And if he has no good l 
if Rexſons Flint it, the Command of 'a juſt 7 
= - Authority 1s certainly it ſelf*a good! Reaſon c 
| for an active Obedience. c 
t 
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If the 2g: of Furiſdiflion Heribed to 
the Rulers, be thought an injurious Abridg- 
ment of the Subj eds Liberty, in Obedience 
to which we 0 obliged him to ſubmit to 
the Penalties of his Refuſal, when' his Per- 1 
ſuaſion will not ſuffer him actively to comply 1 
with the Command, we need only repeat, 1 
1. That the. Submiſſion of the Subject to ſi 
"theſe Penalties is not forbidden by Chriſt; and p 
conſequently, by obliging him to ſubmit to C 
theſe Penalties, we do not oblige him to any u 
thing forbidden by Chriſt. : 

| That the Rulers are bp red by tl 


4 Chriſt to infli& theſe Penalties. - For if they C 
| are impowered to preſcribe ſuch Laws to the fr 
external Behaviour of ſuch Chriſtians, as, al 
according to their Interpretation of Scriptule, fl 


are agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt, they ſe 
muſt alfo be impower'd to infli& the Penal- C 
ties of ſuch Laws on thoſe-who offend a- ve 
gainſt them, And whatever Penalties the Ru- E 
lers aré impower'd to inflict, the Subject is th 
bound to ſubmit to; and conſequently, by Re 
- ſuch} Submiſſion, he gives up no Liberty, . 
- which! belongs to him as a Chriſtian. G5 

| Neither can it with Reaſon be objected, IM Pe 
© Phat bag ** of the Church, 8 
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cluding» the Offender from the Ordinances 
of it, deprive him of any Privilege which he 
has a Right to. Becauſe lie was, at his Bap. 
tiſm, admitted to theſe /, external Privileges, 
on certain Conditions; viz. a Profeſſion of 
certain Articles, and a Promiſe to obſerve cer- 
tain Duties. Whenever, therefore, he acts 
contrary to theſe Promiſes and Profeſſions, 
he forfeits the Advantages: to which he was 
intitled, in vertue of them; and conſequent- 

ly no Injury is done kim, when, upon ſuch 
Tranfgreſhons, he is excluded from them. 
The ſame Reaſons alſo prove, that no Per- 
ſon is injured, when he is ſuſpended or de- 
poſed from any Station or Office in the 
Church, for; breaking the Conditions upon 
which he was admitted to tlienmn. 

It has» been argued, indeed, by a late Au- 
thor (a), with an affected Ayre of Religious 
Compaſſion, That by excluding a Sinner 
from: the Ordinances of the Church, we un- 
charitably deprive him of thoſe Graces which 
tow from the Participation of them, and con- 
ſequently injure him in a Property, in ſuch 
Circumſtances the moſt valuable to him, the 
very Means whereby he might be recovered. 
But if this Author, who ſeems to intend all 
this only as a grave Rüdicule on the Offices of 
Religion, deſerves a ſerious Reply, I anſwer, 

- 1. That the Efficacy of theſe Means of 
Grace depends on a proper Diſpoſition in the 
Perſon to whom they are applied. St. Pail 

. Rights of the Chriſtian Church, Chap. 3. e 
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Danmation to himſelf (a). If therefore; the 


| 


has determined, That he who parthk kes of the 
Lord's Table wnworthily,, eats and drinks 


Rulers of the Church believe any Perſon 
unqualify d for 2 due Participation of: thoſe 
Myſteries, by forbidding his Approach to 
chives; they do not exclude him from a Means 
of Grace to Him, but with great Charity re- 
ſtrain him from doing himſelf” a farther Pre- 
Jules: by the additional Guilt of prdpha- 
ning thoſe Holy M ſteries. N 
ad The Diſcipline of the Church is for 
this very Reaſon apply d to Offenders, be- 
cauſe it is an eſſen] Means af Grace to 


them ʒ̃ the moſt probable Method to covert 
and recover them, by awakening them to 2 


Juſt Senſe of their Danger, and diſ {poſing them 
to ſuch an Humility and Contrition of Soul, | 
as 2 (Y ſave the Spirit in the Day of the 
Lord Jeſiu. And therefore the Canara of the 
Church are Acts of Compaſſion, as well as 
Juſtice; and are equally excuſed from Inva- 
ſion on the Rights, ant; Cruelty to the Soul 
of the Criminal. tei og [ae 
Upon the av Sinoe all the abdithoricy 
which we aſcribe to the Rulers of the Church, 
is no more than is derived to them from the 
Cummiſſion of Chriſt, it muſt be conſiſtent 
with the Liberty which he has left to the 
Fan of port Subjects. N in eee Inſtun- 


— A if = of AVE 


5 Dy 4 


＋ 1 


0 tn. . „ 0 FN 


AR ——ſ —²˙O. ˙ ꝛwÜwwwÄ — X12. 


ces 


this 


N ch of 0 CRN LS, 7. 1 53 


given another Perſon, P wer 10 


Authority given them by this Commiſſion be 


objected to, as an Injury to Human Liberty, 


the Diſpute is no longer againſt the Perſobs 


who exerciſe this Authority, but againſt 
Chriſt who gave it. But to follow this 


Objection would lead us into , x Queſtion 
foreign to the Subject which Jam engaged 


on; Which obliges me only to ſhew That the 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority, with the Limitations 
under which I have aſſerted it, is no Abridg- 
ment of our Chriſtian. Liberty. 
If in defending the Authority of the 
Church from This, or the Former Reproach, 
J have omitted the Conſideration of any Ob- 
Biken may be thought of Weight; in 

ontroverſy, I am inclined to hope it 
will not he difficult to find an Anſwer to 
it, either from the Reſtrictions under which 
[ ſlated | the ſeveral Powers of the Church, 
in the preceeding part of this Diſcourſe; or 
from what I have added in farther Explica- 


tion or Support of my Aſſertions in hs; 


and that from the Whole it will appear, 
that nothing has been affirmed of the Pow- 
ers of ſome, or the Duties ef others, as 
Fl 
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Members of the Y5/ible Church, but what is 


reconcileable to the Authority reſery'd to 


Chit as Head, and the Liberties that be- 
long to all Chriſtians : As 7 erg of the to 
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That Me Nee aff nel to tha Rulers 
and the Submiſ on required, from "the 
Subjects, are agreeable. to thoſe: Images 
he under which the Viſible Church. is . 


fſented in Sexipture. e. e ee 
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| HE Viſible" Church of Chtit is re NY 
3} cſented to us, in Scripture, under ſeve- 
ral Emblenir or Þnages, which have been ge- 
Herally referrd to in this Controverſy ; and 
it may, perhaps, be a farther Proof or lu- 
ſtration of what J have aſſerted, to obſerve; 


in one Inſtance, which will comprehend all 


that can be inferred from the reſt, That theſe 
Images. repreſent to us the Frame and CFcos 
nomy of this Society, in a manner agreeable 

to What has heen taught concerning it. 
Let us then conſider it as the Family of 
an abſent Maſter, who has left his Will for 
the general Recourſe and Direction of all his 
e 7 "OP which Wil, "nevertheleſs, he 
En 
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has placed ſome in Stations of Superiotity 
over others, with a particular Deſignation 
to certain Offices, and à ſpecial Appoint- 


: 


ment to Inſtruct the Inferiors according to 


the beſt of their Underſtanding, in the true 
Meaning and Import of his Will; and has 
alſo given them Authority, 'not only to Teach, 
but Command ſuch Performances as appear 
to them agreeable to his Vill; and to make 
ſuch farther Rules or Orders, as ſhall from 

time to time appear conducive to the Peace 
and good Diſcipline of the Family; provid- 
ed they injoin nothing contrary to what he 
has preſcribed: And has, at the ſame time, 
veſted them with Power to correct and puniſb 
ſuch as viſibly offend againſt the Laws or- 
dained hy the Maſter, or ſuch Orders as they 
are impower'd to make, either by Suſpenſion 
from certain Privileges of the Family, or, if 
they continue obſtinate and unreclaimed, by 
2 total Exchifon from the Society of it: 
And in the ſame Will has commanded all 
the Inferior Servants to ſubmit themſelves to 
„their Superiors, in the juſt Exerciſes of theſe 
Powers and Offices, which he has committed 
e to them; not, indeed, to do any thing in O- 
2] bedience to them, which is apparently con- 
e trary to his Will; but to conſult them in all 
IDiffculties, and to receive their Direction, 
fund obey their Commands, in all Things not 
r manifeſtly forbidden by his Will, And even 


is here they cannot comply with the Directi- 


je on, patiently to ſubmit to the Penalties of 
3 il their Refuſall. e In 
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In this Image of a Famih, thus conſtituted, 
we. have an exact Repreſentation of the Church 
of” Chriſt, and of the Authority aſſigned to 


9 and the Duties and Submiſſion required 
rom others of the Members of it. And if 


in ſuch a Family the Supremacy. of the Ma- 
ter, and all Rights of the Subject, conſiſtent 
with Peace _ good Government, are pre- 
ſerved, notwithſtanding the Powers 4 f 
the uperior Servants of it, It will be Aifficul 
to aſſign any Reaſon, why the ſame Powers 
may not be exerciſed by the Governours of 
the Church, without invading the Authority 


of, Chriſt, or the juſt Liberty of any Chr. 


impoſſible, indeed, by the wiſeſt Tor 
ain. to rie all Jrregularities in 3 
Society, where the Adminiſtration muſt be 


placed in the Hands of free, and yet weak 
And paſſionate n : The Superiors Will 
ſometimes miſta 


In , the Exerciſe of their 
Power, and ſometimes, - perhaps, deſignedly 
wert it. Ok fince the. ſecret Malice and 
2 15 the Heart can ids Judged of by 
ne but G od, whenever the Adminiſtration 
£ the Rulers appears irregular, Charity 
bliges us to conſider it only as miſtaken. 
Let the Caſe then he: ſupppfed, That the 
Superiors in ſuch a. Family miſtake - their 
Laſter's Direction, and either Teach or Con. 
mand any Rias, not agreeable to it: It can- 
not... be ſaid that they are guilty of a de- 
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their” Maſter; 4 becauſe they think in their 
Conſcience tat they are obeying it; and 
that what they do is a Duty which their 
d requires from them. The Queſtion 
How the Inferior is to behave himfelf 
with! reſpect to ſuch a Command > Now if 
he perceives, and is perſuaded in his Con- 
ſcience, that the Action required is der 
to the Will of the Maſter, it is his Duty 

to perform it: But if he is not forbid 
the Will to ſubmit to the Penalties of bs 
Incompliance, he is certainly bound to ſab- 
mit; becauſe he is, by the plain Direction 
of the Will, bound to ſubmit to the Autho- 
rity of theſe Superiors, as far as he can 
40 it without acing contrary to the Will. 
An Exem tion, indeed, from all Penalties, 
in ſuch a Caſe, wou'd in its Effects vacate 
the whole Conſtitution of the Family,.. and 
put an end to the very Being of it, as 4 
Society. For it muſt be remembred, that 
the Subject is alſo paſſionate and fallible, as 
well as the Ruler; and may either imagine 
an Action to be contrary to NT Will of the 
Mafter which is Peri directed by it, 
or, from a Spirit of Mutiny and Opp ofi- 
ſition, may pretend a Perſuaſion of Conſci- 
ence when he is not really ſo perſuaded. 
But we will allow him the Favour of the 
ſame charitable Suppoſition that was claimed 
for the Ruler, and conſider him only as 
miſtaken, By this mutual Allowance the 
State of the Cafz is reduced to this, T 1 
the 


£58 Of the Hiſible and Invifible 
the Superior thinks the Action , commanded 
by..the. Maſter, ; and the Inferior thinks it 
Fubidden. Here Fen is the Reaſon or O- 
pinion of the Inferior oppoſed to the Rea- 
ſon or Opinion of the Superior: And if one 
cannot convince the other, which muſt take 
place? Shall the Superior act againſt his 
Conſcience, and omit the Buty of his Sta- 
tion, becauſe the Inferior conceives it not 
to be his Duty? Whoſe, Conviction is he 
to be governed by, . his own; or his Inferi- 
org? If by his own, he muſt proceed to 
command the Action, and, upon Refuſal of 
Obedience, to inflict the Penalty, as his Du- 
ty appears to require him. If hy his Infe- 
vier e, here is the Conſcience of one Man 
| ſubjected and over-ruled by the Sentiments M . 
| of another; with this additional Abſurdity, 5 
| that this Power is given to the. Inferior o- 
ver the Superior. He who has a Commiſſion M - 
to Teach and Govern, is to receive his Dire- 
ctions how to execute this Commiſſion from 
bim who is to be taught and governed by it. 
The Reſult, in ſhort, will be this, That there 1 
will be no Commiſſion or Superiority at all; 
but every one will be equal and indepen- 
dent; and conſequently, the Family will be 
diſſolved, and the Parts of it have no more 
Connection with one another, than any other 
Perſons wlio are no way related. We can- 
not therefore ſuppoſe, that a wiſe Maſter 
wou'd leave ſuch. 2 Degree of Liberty or Ex- 
 empricn of the Inferiors from the Authority 
2 ne e tho A 
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of the Superiors, as wou d, in its Conſe- 
quences, deſtroy the very Being of that So- 
ciety which he a ſhould ſubſiſt till 
his coming again. Whereas, admit but this 
one Obligation on the Subject to ſubmit to 
the Penalties of his Refuſal, when he can- 
not in Conſcience” perform the Action re- 
quired, and Peace and Order are provided 
for; and yet no Violence is offer'd to the 
Conſcience of any, The Ruler is not obli- 
ged to do any thing contrary to his Conſci- 
ence, nor the Subject any Thing contrary to 
his; and both may be intitled to the n 5 
bation of the Maſter. 

The Parallel between this Image and the 
Church is ſo obvious, that J need not de- 
tain the Reader with a particular Applica- 
cation 08 1657 in | 5 


1 „6 Ar 
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That the Idea given of the Viſible church 
is not inconſiſtent with the n of 
our 9 


\ 
UT 1 am 1 to take notice of 
one Objection which has been made to 

the Doctrine 1 have aſſerted, which is, That 


the Authority placed in the Rulers of the 
Ulurch, and the Submiſſion required from 


460 of the Fifteen FO" 


the Subjects to it, lay the: Reformation of 
tba Church under the Ching of a Rebellion 
againſt its ſpiritual Paſtors: But the Anſwer 
to! this! I-think is very obvious g vis. 
i»: That the Reformation of this Church was 
not an Oppoſition to any juſt Authority, but 
* Vindication of its own Rights from the 
uſurped Tyrann of another . Top 
conſe quently no Rebellion. 8 
- ad the Church of * 8 a 
l from Chriſt to preſcribe 17 5 bod 
extend its Cenſures to ll other Churches, 
tho we might and ought to have refuſed our 
Compliance with any Impoſitions which we 
3 convinced were contrary to the Laws 
of Chriſt; yet we cou'd not, without Rebel 
lion ag aint the Commiſſion of Chriſt, have 
totally rejected the Authority which He had 
given that Church over us. But the Caſe 
was quite otherwiſe; we only reſumed the 
juſt Authority of which they had robb'd us: 
And as a Church equally independent on 
Them, as they on Us, we, by our own, pro- 
per Power reform'd the Corruptions which 
they had introduced among us. 
If the Objection be farther 1 That our 
Reformation was begun and carried on in op- 
Poſition to the then Lawful Paſtors and Ruler: 
of this Church, tlie Aﬀertion will be found 
- contradicted by Hiſto from whence it may 
de proved Hike the ö Jon now Eſta- 
Þhith'd among us, and which alone I am con- 
Fern 'd to defend, was begun and derived down 
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to us dp the 4 of a proper Eccleſ aflical 
Authority And conſequently it cannot, from 
the Princip les 1 have laid down, be char ged 
with Rebellion againſt tlioſe whoſe Iuthortty 
I am obliged to admit. 

As for the Methods, by which the Refbr- 
mation, was introduced into any other Chur- 
ches, They are to anſwer for themſelves; 
Only I defire the Reader to obſerve, from the 
few Citations referr d to in the Margin ©), 


: — N 


* vide Archbiſbop Lud azainſt Fiſher, p. 100, 101. 


Dr. Baſier, Liberty of the Britannick Chuvch, bag. 46. 


Fuller, Church Hiſt. pag. 188. 1 
4) Calvin Ep. 4 5 el . 
mper hoc in Eccleſia valuit, quod veteribus Fyriodis 
fuit decretum; ut qui ſubjici communis — le- 
gibus noluexit, munere abdicetur. 

Hem Ep. uf protect. Anglia. 

Bages quidem ety cn deſultoriis Ingeniis quæ fi fi- 
bi nimium licere volunt.' ----Ratio autem "expedira ad 
eam Rem una eſt, ſi extet quzdam ſumma Doctrinæ 
ab omnibus recepta, quam inter Fredicandum omnes 
ſequantur, &*ad quani obſervandam omnes Epiſcopi & 
Parochi aſtringantur. And afterwards, in the ſame E- 
Piſfle, -—--Cerebrofi Quidam qui ſub Erangelii Nomine 
eſag las invectam volunt, ultore gladio coerceri-—- 

d. Com. in 1 Cor. 14. 10. 

Non poteſt haberi quod Paulus hic exigit, niſi addi+ 
tis conſtitutionibus, e Wenlis, quibus ordo & 
decorum ſervetur. 

Ale l audt hon Loc. Com. Cap. 4 Polit. Eccles. 

ec regi net Cborc eri Homies 4 N itaque 
ſclamus diſſipatis Ordinarionjbus Eccleſiaſticis pericli- 
tari etiam Eccleſiam. 

Coufe fl. Boheme. C. 8. Seb. 10. H. 122 

Abſque Ordinis conſtitutione & Adminiſtratione e ex. 
terna non poteſt bono eſſe loco (eceleſia) aut bene cum 
pg "gh ſieut nec cum alia, vel minima, commenitates 
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out of Multitudes which . , 
That the moſt conſiderable of the Reformers 
abroad aſſert the Neceſſity of an Exernal Diſ- 
ciuline, and the Authority belonging to the 
Rulers of the Church in every Inftance of 
Power which I have aſcribed to Them. And 
it cannot be imagin'd They cou'd be ſo. in- 
conſiſtent with Themſelves, as to aſſert Princi- 
ples with which their own Reformation cou d 
JJ EO 
From the whole that has been offer d, I 
hape, it will appear that the Powers which I 
have aſcribed to the Rulers of the Church, are 
duly ſubordinate to, and conſiſtent with the 
Supremacy of Chriſt as Head of it; and that 
the Sub jection which I have required from the 
Inferiors to theſe Powers, as Members of the 
_ Vifible Church, is perfectly conſiſtent with 
thoſe Duties which are injoyn'd them, and 
thoſe Liberties which are reſerv'd to them by 


Chriſt as Members of the Invifble. 
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of the Abſe 174 * Aa de 
. 
affirming any thing of the Church 
undef” the Idea of InvisIBLE, 
which is contrary to its Con fli- 
PHtzon 40 a Viſible . 


. be Reaſons of this Inquiry. 


Nou the View which has been 
taken of this Subject in the fore- 
going Reflections, I hope it will 
oappear that the Church of Chriſt 
— may be conſider'd under the Di- 
inction of Viſible and Inviſible and yet re- 
ain 2 City at Unity in its ſelf, built = the 
eundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets; Fe- 


[ M 2 That 


1 Chrift himſelf being the _ Corner Stone; 
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That Chriſt has actually given thoſe Powers to 
the Miniſters and Officers of his Church, which 
we have -afſerted* as Neceſſary to its Po- 
lity under the Former Idea, and that theſe are 
perfectly conſiſtem with his own/dupremacy, 
and thoſe Rights and Immnnities which belong 
to the Members of his Church conſider d un- 
der tie laser. 1 ; 


And whoever reflects with 400 attention my 


this Subject, cannot butobſerve? with what 
admirabte Wiſdom and OF.conomy: the Divine 
Author of this Society has adapted every Part 
of its Viſible and External Conſtitution to pro- 
mote the Internal Influence of his own Laws 
and Authority on the Conſcience of his Sub- 
jets; and on the other fide, how naturally 
we are led by a juſt Reverence for the Maſter 
to honour af obey the Commiſſion He has 


given his Servants. And ſince the only Ob- 


jections that have been offer'd. nt the 
Powers aſcribed to "the' viſible Officers of the 
Church have been Suggeſtions of their Incon- 
ſiſtency with the Supremacy of Chriſt, or the 
Rights and Liberties of his Diſciples; Having 
ſhewn that this Charge is without F. ounda”? 
tion, and that the Powers claim'd to the Vi- 
{ible Church are confiſtent with what the 
Objecters themſelves affirm of Chriſt, or his 
Members,” under the Idea of the Inviſible, I 
might now preſume my ſelf excuſed from fol- 
lowing this Subject any farther. 
But it cannot but be obſerved, That the 
Perſons. who have * revived this Diſpute 
7 * * . 
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concerning: Eceleſiaſtical Authority, have taken 


2 great deal of Pains to load the Powers aſ- 


ſerted to the Officers of the Church, with a 
long Train of the moſt invidious Abſurdities, 
aud to expoſe all who appear in Defence of 
them to the Jealouſy or Averſion of Men, 
as Abetters of ſpiritual Tyranny and inclined 
to Popery, Now, tho' I have the Satisfaction 
to hope that ſome Anſwer may be found to 
every one of theſe Reproaches in the forego- 
ing Pages; yet becauſe a conſiderable Part will 
be always found among Mankind more capa- 
ble of influence from Addreſſes to their Paſ- 
fions, than from Reaſoning and Argument; 
and a much greater, who, without entring in- 
to the true State and Merits of a Queſtion are 
determined againſt that Side which is charg'd 
with the moſt odious Conſequences, tis to be 
fear d that many may receive ſuch Impreſſions 
from theſe Declamations deliver'd under the 
inſinuating Diſguiſe of a Zeal for Publick Li- 
berties, as may prejudice them againſt all that 
can be offer'd on the other Side. It may there- 
fore he. farthey neceſſary, in order to pro- 
cure an impartial hearing, To ſhew that the 


Principles and Doctrines aſſerted by the Au- 


thors of theſe Reproaches are attended with 
Abſurdities, at leaſt equal to thoſe which they 
impute to their Adverſaries. 8 

It is indeed a general, and perhaps a juſt 
Complaint, that in Controverſies each Side is 
apt to charge the other with Ahſurdities which 
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ought not to be accountable. If They, who 


in the preſent Diſpute have defended the viſi- 


ſible Mconomy of the Church, have commit- 
ed any Offence of this kind, their Adverſaries 


have very liberally repaid it, But I aſſure 
my ſelf this Difference will be obſerv'd be- 
tween them, that the Abſurdities charged on 
the Former are ſuch as few (I believe none) 
have been actually led into by any Doctrine 
they have taught in aſſertion of their Prin- 
ciples. But tis notorious that the Principles 


and Doctrines advanced by the Latter are 


daily underſtood, and publickly defended, as 
unanſwerable Proofs of thoſe very Abſurdi- 
ties which are charged upon them: And there: 
fore, tho' we ſhou'd ſuppoſe the Intention of 
the Authors on both Sides equally innocent ; 
yet the Danger we are perſuaded to fear from 


the One, cannot with reaſon be ſo much ap- 


prehended as what we actually feel from the 
Other. . | „ 
The Errors indeed of either Extreme equal- 
ly alter that wiſe Temperament and Subor- 
dination in which the Supremacy of Chriſt and 
the Authority of his Miniſters are adjuſted to 
each other, and are equally deſtructive of 
Chriſtian Religion. Nay, we are farther ready 
to own, that whoever aſcrihes an exorbitant 
Power to the Viſible Officers of the Church, 
who teaches that their Determinations are the 
ultimate Rule of Mens Faith and Actions, 
that they have an abſolute Power of with- 


holding or denying the Graces of the Go- 


= fpet, 


ally inferr d 


ſpel, &e. ſtrikes at the very Foundations of 
Chriſtianity. Theſe are Acts of incommuni- 
cable Supremacy, and the Reverence and Al- 
legiance of Men will terminate in thoſe Per- 
ſons in whom theſe Powers are placed, and 
conſequently Chriſt will be left only a Name 
in his Church without Power or Authority. 
Theſc Conſequences we acknowledge, and 
theſe DoQrines we deteſt; and whenever they 


have appear'd atnong us, neither the Gover- 


nours, nor the Members of This Church, have 
wanted "Vigilance to guard againſt them, or 
Zeal to oppoſe them. But with reſpe& to 
the preſent Controverſy, ſince we have no 
juſt Reaſon to believe that the Principles aſ- 
ſerted by thoſe who defend the Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority have led; or can lead any one into 
theſe Abſurdities ; And the deſtructive Con- 
ſequences charg'd on the Doctrines of thoſe 
who appear —_— them, are not only actu- 

rom them, - but contended for 
with warmth, applauded and encouraged ; 
Prudence and Duty will oblige us firſt to 
guard againſt theſe latter Adverſaries, and 
not ſuffer our ſelves to be amuſed with the 
Purſuit of an imaginary Enemy, while a 
real and preſent Danger is entring in at our 
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971 the Abſurdiries 0 fs from in 
the Church to be a Viſible Society. 


5 H E general "Ubfurdity with. 2 1 10 1 
have charged that 9 Scheme of 
Religion which denies the Officers of the 
Church thoſe Miniſterial Powers Which I 
have aſcribed. to them is, That upon theſe 
Principles tis impoſſible the Church of 
Chriſt, can ſubſiſt a viſihle Society. 2244 0 
That this is a neceſſary Conſequence from 
theſe Principles, is evident, / becauſe a viſible 
Society, in the very Notion; of it, is a Num- 
ber of Perſons whoſe External Behaviour is 


govern'd, by the ſame Syſtem! of ſtated Laws: 


Now. Laws for external Behaviour without 


external Penalties affix d to the; Breach of. 


them, and Penalties without ſome; Perſons 
authorized to inflict them, are uſeleſs and 


ineffectual Proviſions for that Order and U- 


nion whicli is the very Eſſence of every So- 


ciety. If, therefore, Chriſt has left all his 


Mete in a State of perfect Equality and 
Indepen 

ſinguiſh'd by any Commiſſion or Authority 
from another, the Church of Chriſt muſt, 
upon theſe Principles, be a Number of looſe 
inconnected Perſons, without the leaſt Ap- 
Pearance of being form'd into a viſio ble Se- 
fiery, If 


ence on one py; ut if none is di- 
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If it be thought no Abfurdity to affirm, 
that. the Church of Chriſt is not a vi/ble So- 
ciaty, it might be ſufficient to ſhew, that this 
Aſſertion is contradicted by the cleareſt Proofs 
from Scripture and Antiquity, by which it 
appears, that the Church of Chriſt was at 
firſt inſtituted, and in all ſucceeding Ages go- 
vern'd as a viſ ble. Society, ſome of which 
have been offer'd to the Reader in the pre- 
ceeding Reflections, But I wou'd here on 
obſerve the Inconveniences tliat muſt follows 
from this Poſition, And, | 
„ Chriſtians are equal nd unk 
flinguiſh' d, by any Commiſſion, from one ano- 
ther, as they muſt be if the Church is not a | 
viſible Society; Then the Sacraments appoint- | 
ed by Chriſt cannot be adminiſter d, nor the ] 
Word preach d among them; for who ſhall [ 
officiate in theſe Ordinances 3 | 
If it be ſaid that all the Lord's People ard 
. Holy, all equally. Prieſts, and may officiate in 
I theſe Inſtances to one another: It may be ſuf- 
| cient, I think, to obſerve that, among all the 
. I wild:Schemes of Religion advanced in theſe 
netter Ages, and all the Experiments that have 
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8 been made to Divide and Diſſipate the Church 
1 aof Chriſt, tho' this has been offer d in The- 
= Þ ory, yet this alone cou'd never yet be reduced 
to 1 * : And therefore they who contri- 
„ ved the Sect of the Quakers, which comes 
e the neareſt to this Scheme, found themſelves 
,- | obliged to reject the Sacraments as uſeleſs and 
aer ry, from 2 Conviction that it was im- 
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| poſſible to retain theſe Ordinances without 
ſelecting ſome Perſons from others to officiate | 


in them. But even theſe Enthuſiaſts them- 
ſelves are manifeſtly form'd into a vi/ible So- 
tiety, tho of their own deviſing, and with- 
out any Affinity to the Church inſtituted by 


Chriſt; and, without ſuch Combination, They 


had long fince diſappear'd and come to nothing. 
It has been farther offer d by ſome, That 
any Number of Chriſtians may agree. toge- 
ther, and chooſe one or more Perſons to Ex- 
pound the Scriptures, Baptige, &c. But I muſt 
_ obſerve, that this deſtroys the Suppoſition con- 
tended for : For the Authors of this Scheme 
agree with us ſo far, that the Church is a vi- 
lle Society, and that viſible Officers are ne- 
cellary for the Adminiſtration of Religion in 
it; only in this we differ, That we affirm that 
this Society was at firſt Inſtituted and the Of- 
ficers of it appointed by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles; and that this Authority was derived 
down by a regular Ordination to their Suc- 
celfors. They on the contrary affirm, That 
Chriſt left it to the whole Multitude of his 
Subjects, to form themſelves into a vi/ble So- 
ciety, and chooſe Officers for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of it, and that no other Ordination is 
neceſſary to theſe Offices but the choice of the 
People. Now it might eaſily be ſhewn that 
this Hypotheſis is not only contrary to the 
plain Evidence of Fact, but attended with the 
greateſt Abſurdities, and inconſiſtent with the 
Wildom and Goodneſs of Chriſt, the F * 
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der of this Society. But what T am here 
principally concern'd to obſerve is, That this 
Scheme of Chriſtianity equally ſuppoſes the 
Church to be a viſible Society with the former, 
and that not only when actually conſtituted 
under Officers ſo choſen, hut as ſoon as ever 
the Members of it agree together, either to 


chooſe ſuch Officers, or obſerve any common 


Rule, They act as a Body, and become a viſible 
JJ „ 

2. Unleſs we ſuppoſe the Church to he 4 
viſible Society, tis impoſſible that any Num- 
ber of Chriſtians ſhoud Aſſemble together in 
a Congregation for the Worſhip of God; for 
| this cannot be done without agreeing upon 
ſome Rules to be obſerv'd in it. And the firſt 
moment Men conſent to act by the ſame ſo- 
cial Laws, they become a viſible Sotiety. And 


if no publick Offices of Religion can be ad- 


miniſter d, and no Congregation aſſembled for 
Divine Worſhip unleſs we admit the Church 
to be a viſible Society; I may be allow'd with- 
out inlarging farther in the Proof of it, to 
Infer a . 18 | 

34 Concluſion; vis. That ſuppoſing the 
Church to be no vi/ible Society, the very Pro- 
1 of Chriſhanity muſt ſoon be extin- 
guiſh'd, 5 

It cannot but be ohſerv'd that all the Sects 
and Denominations of Religion, whoſe Names 


have been ever heard of in the World, have 


appear'd under the Form of viſible Societies; 
and if any particular Enthuſiaſts have m_ 
| ue 
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ſued any Chimerical -Scheme. of an inviſible 
Church, their Project has periſh'd with ' amy 
And if Chriſt had left his Church without. | 
ny Obligation to external Union, as a vi/ible 
3 his Religion had had the ſame F ate, 
and been long ſince forgotten. 1 
It has been pretended that 1 Lacs of 
Cherie and Benevolence, are ſufficient Provi: 
ons for all the Union that Chriſt ever in- 
tended among his Diſciples; But .Theſe unite 
s only as Men, and not as Chriſtians - Theſe 
Duties are indeed preſcribed to us by the 
Goſpel with greater Accuracy and 1 
than by any other Inſtitution; but ſtill they 
are but 2 more correct Edition of the com- 


mon Rules of Humanity: Something more is 


required to Unite and Diſtinguiſh us as Chri- 
ftians, viz, Such a Profeſſion of Faith, a Par- 
ticipation in ſuch Ordinances, and the Obſcr- 
vation of thoſe Laws which embody us as 3 
piſible Society, and without theſe I reſume that 
= Church of Chriſt will quickly become 
Beat role, in a Senſe that will imply its utter 
eſtruction. 
It. is evident that all the Dans which have 
n form'd: againſt Chriſtianity, ſince its firſt 
Inſtitution, have endeavour' d its Sub verſion as 
a viſible Society; And that the preſent Ene- 
mies of the Goſp among us purlue the ſame 
 Maxims, appears from the Applauſe and Tri- 
umph with, which: they receive all Notions 
which tend to diſſolve the External Polity, of 
the Church, and Wirk draw Mens reſpect from 
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urch of CHRIST. 173 
thoſe Offices and Adminiſtrations without which 
it cannot ſubſiſt. They are. contented that the 
Duties which flow from our internal Relation 
to Chriſt, and belong to us as Members of his 
Inviſible Church, ſhou'd be preſs' d and recom- 
mended, provided the Submiſſion we owe to 
thoſe whom. He has appointed to Rule over us, 
be left out of the Catalogue, and all thoſe 
Laws, Duties, and Offices which incorporate 
and unite us as a vi/ible Society be expoſed as 
Priefl-craft and_Impoſinre : Becauſe They fee 
plainly that, theſe, Principles will ſo effectu- 
ally aſſiſt them in Subverting the Church as 
a viſihle Society, that not even a ſingle Con- 
gregation can be form'd upon them: And they 
are very well ſatisfied, that if They can once 
diſſolve thoſe Ties which unite us together 
as a Viſible Church, our Inviſihle Church 
will give them no trouble, but Expire of it 
, AIS\ g 
It deſerves our Obſervation, That tho' theſe 
Principles were very much preach'd and in- 
culcated in the late Timęs of Confuſion, and 
proved of excellent Uſe for perfeting the 
Root and Branch-work then in Hand; yet 
when this was accompliſh'd, it was ſoon found 
that the ſame, Tools which had been ſo ſuc- 
ceſſively imploy'd in pulling down the Efa- 
bliſh'd Religion, wou'd not ſerve to build up 
any thing elſe in the place of it: And ac- 
cordingly all the various Schemes of Religion 
which were then offer'd to the World, how- 
ever different in other reſpects, yet agreed AN 
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Among Others, indeed, we have a Project of 


4 Church which the Author () pretends to 


form upon theſe Principles. He lays down for 
his Foundation, (b) That the Church is not an 
Outward or viſible Society, but a Spiritual and 


nviſible fellowſhip wwholly hid from carnal Eyes, 


not gouern d by Outward and viſible Officers, 
according to ourward viſible Forms and Orders-- 
That Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, are the only 
Officers in it (c), That there is no Diſtindtion 

Clergy and Laity, (d.) but all are Priefts a- 
7 


0 | 2 
, eee e ben He 


comes to tell Us how Religion is to be exer- 
ciſed and Adminiſter'd in this Church, He is 
forced to allow it Power to gather it ſelf 
together to appoint Officers to Fache all Do- 
&rines (e), and in ſhort deſcribes as very a 
ville Society, with Officers, Legiſlative Autho- 
rity, and Juriſdiction, as any of thoſe which 
He had before oppoſed and reviled as Chur- 
ches of Men and of Antichriſt, with this on- 
ly Difference, that whereas They were either 
Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, or mix d of both, 


His is form'd upon the Model of a Demo- 


* From what has been obſerv'd it appears, 
that. the Practice and Judgment of all Ages, 
paſt. and preſent, and of all Men, Friends, 
and Enemies concut in affirming this Propo- 


5 r 80 * 


2 Dell's Way of Peace and Unity, Printed 1649. (b) Ng. 5. 
(% Fi. (4) F. 94. () E. 55, 56, & fal. ; 
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ſition, Thar | the Profeſſion and Exerciſe of 
Chriſtian Religion cannot be pre ſerv d, nor the 


Church of Obrit Ca unleſs we all I 
to act as a viſible Society. And if this be ac- 
knowledg'd a true Propoſition, It neceſſarily 
follows, That all Doctrines which tend to ſub- 
vert the Church as a vifihle Society cqually 
tend to extirpate Chriſtianity from the Earth, 
And ſince the Church of Chriſt cannot ſubſiſt 
as à viſihle Society, without ſome Perſons di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by ſuch Powers and Offices as are 
neceſſary for the Adminiſtration of its Polity 
Whoever teaches that no Chriſtian has theſe 
Powers, or is diſtinguiſh'd by any Office or 
Commiſſion from another, advances a Doctrine 
which if it were univerſally receiv'd wou'd 


aboliſh the Chriſtian Religion. 


CHAP. 1. 8 
Of the Advantage given to Popery by theſe 
Principles, | 


A $ a ſufficient Ballance for theſe Abſur- 
"A ittes, it is objected againſt the Prin- 
ciples and Doctrines of thoſe who aſſert the 
external Polity of the Church, That they ne- 
ceſlarily lead us to Popery. It may therefore 
be worth our while to conſider in a few Pa- 
ges which Side, in the conduct of this Diſpute, 
have given the greateſt Advantages to wor ns 

gion. 
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_ Jipjion; I affire my ſelf it will appear from 


:Þ Compariſon, that the Powers, which either 
the preceeding Diſcourſe, or, ſo far as I know, 
any other Author of this Church who has 
engaged in this Controverſy aſcribe to the 
v1/ble' Officers of the Chriſtian Church, are 
Ho other fhan tlie Church of Englaud claims 
to her Miniſters; and conſeciently this Charge 
is in Effect laid againſt the Doctrines and Con- 
ſtitution of this Church, and can be look'd on 
as nothing elſe brit a Revival of the old Cli- 
mours againſt Popery and Prela x. 
It might indeed have been hoped tlist 5 
Church ſhou'd for one Age at leaſt have been 
ſecure from this Calumny, and that none who 
remethber'd with how reſolute” a Zeal ſhe'op- 
poſed Popery in a late Reign ſhou'd ſuſpet 
Her of any Inclination to return to that Com- 
munion. But becauſe this is a Slander un- 
der which ſhe has often labour'd,.and by which 
ſhe has been once deftroy'd, it more particu- 
cularly. concerns us to 75 her Doctrines or 
Diſcipline from this Imputarion. 

In order to this, I beg leave to obſerve, "i 
Popery 18 a Word of very ambiguous and un- 
certain Application: Tf we look with Atte 


tion into that confuſed Multitude who $5 


in this Our-cry againſt us, we ſhall find that 
the Mutiny is led on by a Sett of Deiſts, Ari- 
ans, Socinians and other Heyeticks, and the 
Rear of it is brought up by a Rabble of Se- 
&aries; and, I think, I need not trouble my 


ſelf with proving chat by Popery the 9 
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of theſe mean Chriſtianity, and the Latter 
the Church of England; and with theſe 
many honeſt and good Chriſtians, are pre- 
vail'd on to joyn, deceiv'd by an Equivo- 
cal Word, who by Popery mean the ſame 
thing that we do, the Tyranny and Cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome: Now we 
readily acknowledge, that after the Way 
which the two former of theſe call Popery, 
ſo worſhip we the God of our Fathers, and 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, And the Laſt, we 
hope, will be perſuaded to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the Counſels of theſe wicked 
Men, who by ſuggeſting Fears of Popery, 
wheretno ſach fear is, wou'd drive them 
into Concluſions deſtructive of this Prote- 
ſtant Church, and of Chriſtianity it ſelf, To 
reſcue them from this Deluſion I deſire them 
to recollect. . 


Firſt, That Popery has never been ſo un- 


anſwerably baffled as by the Clergy of this 


Church, who have not found themſelves 
obliged by their Defence of it, to depart 
from any of thoſe Doctrines which are 
now repreſented as favouring their Adver- 


{aries (2). 


Secondly, That all the Powers we claim to 


the Miniſters of the Church are clearly 


— HA 


(a) Vid. The two Anſwers to the Biſhop of Mea#x's Ex po- 
fition of the Doctrine of the Catholick Church, $S:#. 20. 
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proved to have been deliver'd down to them 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who we pre- 
ſume will not be ſuſpected of ' Inclinations 
to Popery. But, 


Thirdly , I myſt eſpecially obſerve, That 
this very Charge of promoting Popery, may 
with much greater Juſtices be return'd on 
the Authors of it, than it can be imputed 
to thoſe on whom they labour to fix it. 
We cannot give Popery a greater Advan- 
tage than by reckoning any of the Primitive 
Truths of . Chriſtianity Wong the mmm: 
tions of the Church: . 


Hoc Irbacur velit & magno mercentur Atride. 


bar: theſe Articles being capable of cer and 
inconteſtable Proofs, tis 2 for the Miſ- 
ſionaries of that Religion, by ſhewing how 
much it is injured in theſe. Imputations to 


perſuade Men that they are equally abu- 


ſed in all other: And that all the Do- 
Arines objected to, will, upon Examination, 
be found as. well ſupported as theſe, 

And ſo again, when 'tis declared, that 
the Reformation cannot be defended but up- 
on ſuch Principles as are apparently deſtru- 
Give, of al! Order and Polity in the Church 
of Chriſt, ſince it may be proved to any 


reaſonable Man, that an External Order 


and Polity were inſtituted in the Church 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and that with- 
out 
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out them it could not ſubſiſt; This Con- 
cluſion muſt appear unavoidable to him, that 
the Reformation cannot be defended but up- 


on ſuch Principles as contradict an Inſti- 
tution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and are 
in their Conſequences ſubſerſive of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and what his next In- 
ference muſt be need not be ſuggeſted. 

It certainly deſerves à ſerious Conſide- 
ration from every good Proteſtant, that our 
Enemies of the Church of Rome have la- 
bour'd for the Proof of no Point with 
more Application than that which is here 
in effect granted them, vis. That the Prin- 
ciples upon which the Reformation was foun- 
ded, are inconſiſtent with all Order, Diſ- 
cipline, and OEconomy in the Viſible Church. 
Whoever looks into the Chriſtian Modera- 
tor (a), Fiat Lux (b), Pax vobis, the Prote- 


flant's Plea for u 'Socinian (c), and many 


other Authors of the Romiſh Church in our 
own Language, will preſently ſee! that the 
ſole aim and drift of © thoſe Books is to 
expoſe the Reformation as form'd upon theſe 
Poſitions as its Principles, ---That no Chriſtian 
has Authority to be Ruler or Guide to another 
in Matters of Religion---That every on? has u 
a Right to interpret Scripture as He pleaſes, 
to believe what He pleaſes, and to worſhip 
God in what way or manner He pleaſes--- 


pI 


(a. Printed Am. 1652. (þ) Printed Ann. 1662. (e) Print- 
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And upon this Suppoſition they proceed to 
ſhew, That no*Hereſy can be convinced, no 
Order, no Miniſtry, no Diſcipline, no Form 
Or Appearance of a V ;}ible Society be pre- 
ſervd in the Church upot the Principles 
of the Reformation. And if the Suppoſition 
be allowed, I am afraid it will be diffi- 
cult to avoid the Conſequences they deduce 
from it. And therefore thoſe worthy Per- 
fons who have Undertaken to anſwer any 
of 'theſe ' inſidious | Treatiſes deny the Sup- 
poſition, and prove contrary to it; That 
the Principles of the Reformation acknow- 
ledge an Authority of Rule, Doctrine, and 
Juriſdiction in ſome Chriſtians over others : 
That they do not allow every one to In- 
terpret as he pleaſes, to Believe as he plea- 
ſes, or to worſhip God as he pleaſes. That 
the Scripture is a plain Rule in all Things 
neceſſary, which every one is obliged to 
underſtand in its plain Senſe. That in all 
difficult and doubtful Caſes, the Determi- 
nations of our appointed Guides are 2 Rule 
which we are bound to receive, and act 
by, and that whoever profeſſes or acts con- 
rfary to plain Scripture, in one Caſe, or the 
Direction of his proper Guides in the other, 
is juſtly puniſhable by the Cenſures and Aur 
bority of the Church. 

But with what Triumph will their Ad- 
yerſaries now reply to theſe Anſwers, and 

peal in proof of their Suppo/ition to the 
Conceſrs of thoſe who Poorels themſelves 

the 
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the greateſt Champions of the Proteſtant | 
Cauſe 2 How. will they inſult us with an 
Ex ore tuo, when they can produce nog a 
few Enthuſiaſts, but the Reverend and Right 
Reverend. of our Church declaring in Terms, 
that Theſe are in Truth the Principles of | 
the Reformation; and that it cannot be de- | 
fended upon any other? One would ima- 
gine theſe Perſons muſt prevaricate in the | 
Cauſe they pretend to appear for, That the 
hand of the Feſuir was with them, and 
that they only purſued the Deſign of 55 
Authors abovementioned. For I think tis 
impoſſible to ſerve. the Intereſts of the Church 
of Rome more effectually, than by repre- 
ſenting the Reformation as founded an ſuch | 
Principles as, the Rights of the Church, and | 
other late Authors, who ſeem to Copy 
after; the Sentiments of that Book have 
allerted. And whoever is convinced that 
the Reformation cannot be defended but up- | 
pon ſuch Principles as Theſe, will eaſily be 
prevail d on to make this Inference, That | 
Salvation can only be had in the Church 
P e 
I do not know whether it may be thought 
an Objection againſt theſe Doctrines, that 
they Expoſe the Church of England to the 

| Malice and Scorn of every petulant Sectary; | 
That they throw down all her Incloſures, | 
| trampleger Articles, Orders, and Diſcipline ] 
under Foot, and leave her naked and de- 
fenceleſs, without Authority to Correct, 1 | 
coc 
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or even Rebuke her Enemies. But it cannot 
but raiſe the concern of her true Sons to ſee 
Thoſe who ent of her Bread, and are nou- 
Hſhed in her Boſc „lift u the ſame Wea- 
ns againſt her, V Which all her Adver- 
Nas labour her Deſtruction, and by which, 
as 1 obſerv d, they once accompliſh'd it. He 
muſt be a Stranger to the Hiſtory of Forty 
One, who has not obſerv'd that this Church 
of Eng land was not deſtroy'd by oppoſing 
any Fe Scheme of Religion againſt it, 
by general Declamations againſt the 
Tyranny of * Impoſitions, and by Preten- 
ces of reſtoting Chriſt | to his e 
and his Subjects to their Liberty; in ſhort, 
by the very fame licentious Principles, al- 
moſt word for word that ate now Wntend⸗ 
6d Ur. 
The Preshyterians, RY 24669 ht 810 'd 
* 1 in this common Cry of tlie Herbe 
fate of thoſe times, which They ſawy was 
eh excellent Uſe in Pole down and 
0 emoliſhing, that nothing could ſtand before 
t, preſumed They ſhould be able to ſerve 
themſelves, out of. the Effects of it, and eſta- 
Þbliſh their own - L Whey of Religion upon 
the Ruins. But alas! found themſelves 
miſerably deceived in he Event : For the 


ſame Engines which they made uſe of in 


hattering. down the Church, were immedi- 
ately turn'd againſt them; and M' they 
ſtruggled herd againſt the Stream, and preacli- 
ed Joudly for the Neceſlity of Church Diſ- 

cipline, 
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cipline, yet they were forc'd to fubmit, 
and were carried down by the fame Tor- 
rent of Anarchy which Ho ſwept away 
the Epiſcopal Church before; while the Pa- 
piſts ſtood by and laugh'd "at the Confu- 
fion, telling us, that theſe were the neceſ⸗ 
ſary and unavoidable Fruits of the Princi- 
ples of the Reformation, preſs d home to their 
Conſequences (. That Theſe were the Do- 
ctrines by which we fupplanted them, and 
which wou'd Supplant and Overturn ev 

Church that ſhould pretend to Act as a 


Viſgle Society to the! End of the World. 
But bleſſed be God we are able to defend 


our Reformation upon better Principles than 
theſe, ſuch as are conſiſtent with that Order 
and Polity which Chrift inſtituted in his 
Church ; and ſuch as' will equally preſerve 
it from the Tyranny of their Uſurpations 


Jon the one hand, and the confuſion 0 of Fa. 


natick Anarchy on the other. 

And, in the Bowels of our Lord Jeſus 
1 8 Chrift, let me intreat thoſe Authors who 
e have put the Iſſue of the Proteſtant Cauſe 
eMupon ſuch Principles, as are deſtructive of 
Mall Order and Diſcipline in the Church of 
n Chriſt, to confider what Advantages ' they 
give to the Enemies of the Reformation, of 
the Church of England, and of our common 
IC Coriſtianity. 


1 


* 
. * y * 


(a) Fiat Lux, p. 188, 189, 191, 255. R. T. Anſwer to 
Dr. Boughen's wn the Chu ch Catholick, p. 110. 
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The Papiſts, we may reaſonably fear, will 
be the greateſt Gainers from the Confuſion 
which this Scheme tends to introduce. For 
the Perplexity and Diſtreſs which is brought 
upon the Mind by theſe Principles, ariſes 
from their apparent Inconſiſtency with the 
being of tlie Church as a viſible Society. 
Now, whoever is convinced that the Church 


of Chriſt is a viſeble Society, and at the 


ſame time believes what theſe Authors ſo 
confidently affirm, that the Reformation can- 
not be defended but upon theſe Principles, 
will want very little Perſuaſion to gon- 
' clude, that this Reform'd Church cannot be 
the true Church of Chriſt, All the Ad- 
verſaries indeed of our Church concurr in 
advancing this Scheme, which in its im- 
mediate Conſequences tends to diſſolve its 
Union, and -deſtroy its external Conſtitu- 
tion, and each have their ſeveral Views of 
Advantage from the Succeſs of it. For if 
once the Sheep can be deprived of their 
Shepherds; or which is all one, the Shep: 
herds can be deprived of all Authority o- 
ver them ; every Sect has its Proſpect of 
gathering up the diſperſed and ſcatter'd 
Flock, and uniting them to themſelves, 
wilt the common Enemies of Chriſtianity 
hope, that the ſame Arguments will, with 
equal Succeſs, be applied to one after ano- 
ther, and in the End ſubvert them All. In 
few words; He, who by theſe Doctrines is 
convinced that the Church of Chriſt is _ 

1 a Vi- 
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concludes no farther from them than that 
the Reform'd Church cannot ſubſiſt as a Vi- 
ſible Society, will naturally fall a Prey to 
the Papiſts, And ſince it may be preſu- 
med, that the greater Part of thoſe whom 
theſe Doctrines may unſettle in their Reli- 
gion, may be unwilling totally to ' depart 
from Chriſtianity ; the Latter have the fair- 
eſt Proſpe& of being ſerved by them. 
That they hope for uncommon Advan- 
tages from the Diſtractions to which theſe 
Doctrines lead, appears from their lately 
N Fiat Lux, and other Treatiſes, 
whoſe whole drift is to expoſe the Refor- 
mation as founded on theſe very Doctrines 
as its Principles; and I am aſſured, that In- 
ſtances - may be produced of Perſons who 
merely from reading ſome late celebrated 
Defences of the Reformation upon theſe Prin- 
ciples, have immediately, ' and without any 
Application from the Miſſionaries of Rome, 
come out of their Cloſets profeſt Papiſts. 
It may perhaps be ſaid, and I hope tru- 
ly, that theſe Authors did not intend that 
any -of theſe Inferences ſhould be made from 
their Doctrines; That what they aſſert of the 


Equality F all Chriſtians, &c. They meant 


only of the Inviſible Church; in which 
Application we acknowledge it to be true. 
Let all this be granted; yet 'tis evident, that 
this Limitation of their Doctrines does not ap- 
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a Viſible. Society, will probably in a little 
time fall to- the Infidels ſhare, and He who 
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pear to their Readers, both F riends e Ad- 
verſaries underſtand them otherwiſe,” and 
| believe it to be expreſly taught in their 
Writings, that the Church of Chrift is not 
a Viſibl Society; and that the Powers or- 
dinarily claim' d to the Miniſters of the 
Church, are Prieftcraft and Uſurpation. Let 
theſe Authors but fairly and explicitly de- 
clare themſelves' to agree with us in theſe 
Points, and we have no farther any Con- 
troverſy with them; Let them but re- 


nounce thoſe Conſequences, which the Weak- 


neſs of Some, and the Malice of Others, 
has drawn from their Aﬀertions, and aſſure 
us, that They thenfſelves believe thoſe Prin- 
ciples by which the Viſible Society of Chriſt's 
Church ſubſiſts, and we ſhall no longer ap- 
prehend any Danger from their Writings: 
— when nothing of this is done; when 
hey are daily underſtood in a Senſe from 


which Concluſions are inferr'd deſtruQive of 


| Chriſtianity, we think our ſelves equally 
obliged to oppoſe theſe Conclufions, and 
prevent the Miſchiefs with which They 


threaten us, whether theſe Authors intended 


them or not, 
In the precedeing Diſcourſe, I habe en- 


vou 'd to ſhew, that without any Incon-, 


fiſtehcy we may affirm of Chriſtians, That 
as Members of the Inuiſible Church, They are 
immediately and only Subje# to Chrift : And 
that as Members of the V. 7 ible, They are Sub- 
"T 1% certain 290 1 whom Chrift has ap- 


pointed 
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pointed for the external "Government of bis 


Church. And if the Authors abovemention'd 


did not defign to repreſent theſe two Cha- 
raters as ineonſiſtent with each other, 1 
may hope to receive their Thanks for re- 
ſtraining their Doctrines within ſuch Limi- 
tations as leave them without . Objection 5 
But if they have really intended by gene- 
ral and unreſtrain'd Aﬀertions concerning 
the Rights or Duties of Chriſtians to caſt 
a Miſt before the Eyes of Men, and lead 
them into Concluſions deſtructive of the ex- 


ternal Conſtitution of the Church; I hope 


what has been here ſuggeſted, will in ſome 
meaſure lay open the . Fallacy, and prevent 
Mens being farther impoſed on by it. 
IJ am ſenfible that this Diſcourſe cannot 
preſume to call it ſelf a compleat Account 
of the Church of Chriſt, as diſtinguiſh'd by 
theſe two Ideas of Viſible and Inviſible; a 
Subject of ſuch Extent and Importance, that 
any one Man's Life would be very fully and 


uſefully imploy'd in the Confideration of it. 


But my Deſign oblig'd me to conſider it on- 


ly ſo far as appeard neceſſary to infer this 


Concluſion, That what is affirm'd of the 
Church under One Idea, is not irreconcile- 
able with what is affirm'd of it under the 
Other, SER Nen 
That a great Part of the Dangers and Di- 
ſtractions have either befaln or threatned this 


Church for ſome Ages paſt, and which par- 


ticularly alarm our Apprehenſions at preſent, 
. 5 1 ö * # N may 


* 
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may he aſcribed principally to the Confuſion 
of Tſo two Ideas, will appear to any one 
who. will trace the ſeveral Attempts that 
have been made upon our Peace and Con- 
ſtitution back to their Principles. The ju- 
dicious Mr. Hooker ſaw plainly how dange- 
roully this Stumbling-block lay in the Way 
of Mens Inquiries into the Nature and Con- 
ſtitution of the Church. But many other 
even among the Ornaments and Defenders of 
our Church, tho? they had the good F ortune 


to paſs by it, yet ſeem not to haye perceiv d 
it. None, howeyer, have apply'd themſelves 


either to ray. 0 or caution Men of the Dan- 
ger; it has ſtill lain in the Way, and Mult ti- 


tudes have faln upon it. 


If any thing that has been Gamaded in 
this 8 may place ſo much Light up- 


on this Rock of Offence, that for he future 


it may more eaſily be avoided, or may aſſiſt 


any other Hand more 1 ual to the Work i in 


wholly removing it, I ſhall eſteem my ſelf 
to have been happily imploy d. 
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|  B LR 1 T A. 
Ref. p. viii. I. 5. r. ſuch Inſinuat ions of the Tyranny, p. 3. 1 1% 
For they r. theſe Terms, p. 37. I. 10. after propojed add to, 
P. 113. J. 10, 11. I. confeſſes " hs Abjolut.on of the Church, or a de- 
Are of it to be 4 neceſary condition of otaining God's Pardon as 4 
Nirt, &c. 


